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HE deſign of the following treatiſe, f is hs lim.” 

al advantage; that by diſplaying the heavenly glo- 

ry to the eyes of thy mind, thou may it have thy affecti- 
ons and deſires ſtirred up to chogſe it as thy chiefeſt 
treaſure ; and then, where : thy treaſure is, thy heart will | 
e alſo, And perhaps here is as much ſaid to engage thy 


afteftions, as has been any where written upon this ſub-: 
et. And which, through the di vine bleſſing may beget 


n thee theſe breathings after the happineſs here deſcribed, 
hich may iſſue in thy eternal fruition of it. It does 


Fot indeed pretend to give a graphical deſcription thereof 


for it does not yet appear what aue. ſhall be) but it gives 
uch a deſerption of it as the divine orgcles wil! warrant. 
hewing wherein the nature of our happineſs does chiefly 
. Fonſiſt ; and reſolving the moſt abſtruſe and curious queſ- 
ions about it, according to the word of truth. / - 


And ſeeing love ang defire are the wings of the ſoul, 
which it flees towards heaven, I doubt not but the 
vout ſoul will here find thoſe attractives that will in- 
way Gam it thither; for what can more engage our 
A . : n 


= 
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Iv To the Reader. 
affections, than the deſire of beholding that bright eter. 


nal excellency, who is altogether deſirous, and whom 
the church deſcribes as fairer than the children of men ! 
And if he was ſo in the days of his humiliation, how 
much more glorious is he on the throne; Being crowned 

| wwith glory and honour, as the Apoſtle to the cat: 
ſpeaks? 


But altho' plorions things be ſpoken of the city of 

God, which is repreſented to us as an eternal excellency, 
and the joy-of many generations ; yet after the largeſt 
deſcriptions, we -ſhall be forc'd to acknowledge, when 
we come to heaven, what the queen of Sheba did, when ge 
| ſhe ſaw the glory of Solomon, that the "OP; has not 
been told us. 

However, there is enough to engage our 8 anc 
raviſh our affections, and to make us cry out with David 
How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts! 

But as love and deſire carries us after that which v 
apprehend to be amiable and lovely; ſo fear is a paſſio 
of the ſoul, whereby it flees from, and avoids, what 
ever it apprehends to be evil, And this paſſion works 
ſtrongly in ſome ſouls, as love and deſire does in othe 
And to thele the viGons of hell may be as uſeful, to 
fright them from i it, as the viſions of heaven, to dra 
the others to it. Here you may, as it were, lay your e 
to the mouth of Tophet, and kbar the doleful lament 
tions of thoſe loſt wretches, that through à vain pur; 
of ſinful pleaſure, have brought upon themſelves et} ., 
nal miſeries. Here vo m ſee how they too ſoon 


e 


- 
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70 the © - Reader v 
ment thoſe torments 'its too late to help. And theſs 


= ſhould, to all wiſe confidering perſons, be looked on as 
men ! fo' many * to warn others to e the like de- 
how ftruction. | 


avned The apoſtle to the Hebrews tells us, that Noah being 
rews, | moved with fear, prepared an ark to the ſaving of his 

bouſe : And if the fear of the torments of hell (which 
ity of ae here fo lively deſcribed) move any ſouls to get into 
the ark, Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo avoid the wrath to come, it 
argel will be an en mercy. 


when Nor let any one be ſtumbled that this is delivered: un- 
when der the fimilitude of a viſion: for ſo long as the truths 
is no] herein convey'd are according to the analogy of faith, 

. | the dreſs, in which they are put may be very well dif 
3, an penſed with: J Have done herein like the phyſicians, 
David] who put their phy ſick in ſome pleaſant vehiele, to make 
N. it go down the eaſier with their patients. And ſince 
the way to heaven has been ſo taking under the fimilitude 
of a dream, why ſhouuld not the journey's end be as 
paſſo acceptable under the fimilitude of a viſſon? Nay why 
Mould it not be more acceptable, ſince the end ie preter- 
orks I able to the means, and heaven to the way that brings 
other us thither ? The pilgrim-met with many difficulties, but 
1, to here they are all over; All ſtorms and tempelts, here are 
to Gra buſh'd in filence and ſerenity. 


[O88 Let's ſtay no langer here then, but mount thither up- 
r- on the golden wings of faith and love: For lo! the winter 
2 75 Pat. the rein is over and gone; the flowers appear on 
2 it earth, the time of the fmmging of birds i is come, and the | 


A 2. Voice 
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voice of the turtle ii heard in our land Vea the bleſſed 

bridgroom of our ſouls, calls to us, Ariſe, my Lowe, y] 

* fair Ope and come away, Which, Reader, that thoa 
may' make haſte to do, is the deſire and prayer of, 
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HEN wicked and. profligate perſons have gone: 
on in a courſe of, fin, to that degree, that they 
"can icarce hope, for pardon ; and find they have reaſon 
to fear” the juſt judgment of God for their fins: they 
begin at firſt to wiſh, that there was no God to puniſh | 
them, and ſo by degrees come to perſuade rhemſelves 
that there is none: and then they ſer themſelves to ſtudy. 
for arguments to back their opinion, and prove what 
they are willing to believe.” It was with one of this fort 
of brutes (for they are ſcarce worthy of the name of men) 
that J had the unhappineſs to be acquainted ; who would 
be continually inculcating me, that there was neither God 
nor devil, heaven nor hell; and that thoſe things were 
only the politic inventions of ſuch as were willing to 
keep the world in awe: juſt (ſays he) as we talk of bug - 
bears to afright children. It was not without horror 
and trembling that I firſt heard this diſcourſe ; and.there- . 
fore I uſually left him, when he began upon theſe topicks; 
but his ſpeaking of them to me fo often, at laſt pre- 
vailed with me to conſider what grounds he had for what 
| . A . 8 1 Re 
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hefaid; and from this time I fount my mind perplexed 


with ſo much trouble and darkneſs, that I could hardly 


bear. up under it: for I knew not how to make out to 
my own ſatisfaction, thoſe truths, which before ap- 
peared to me ſelf-evident. I could, not think there was 
no God, but wih the greateſt horror; yet I called in 


F queſtion the truth of his being. I would not have part- 


= ed with my hopes of heaven, to have been made heir of 
all the world; and yet I queſtioned whether there was 
any ſuch place or ſtate: and 1 began to doubt whether 
there was any hell, and yet at the ſame time thought, I 
found the flames of it flaſhing in my face, Thus was 
my mind diſtracted with apparent contradiftions ; and 
I found I was involved in a labyrinth of confuſion, out 
of which I had noclue to extricate myſelf : in this per- 
plexed condition, I went-to my falſe friend, to ſee what 
comfort he could adminiſter to me: (which was like 
Saul's going to the witch of Endor, when God had for- 
| ſaken Lim) but what he ſaid, did more confound than 
ſatisfy me. He indeed laught at my fears, pretended to 
pity my weakneſs, and ſeemed to hag himſelf in the 
freedom and liberty which he enjoyed, He told me he 
was never moleſted in the proſecution of what be had to 
do, by the frightful mormo's of a future Rate, or of 
an after - reckoning; that nature was the great miſtreſs of 
the univerſe, and that therefore he followed her diftatgs; 
and that all the care he took was, ſo to live here, that 
- when his duſt ſhould be next impregnated, it might be 
into ſome 9 ſpecies of e which would 
likewiſe 


likewiſe in a a great meaſure. be owing to the place of his 


burial ; for if he were buried in a church, or laid up in 
a vault, it was poſſible his duſt might be turned into ſpi- 
ders, toads, or ſerpents ; and therefore he deſigned to be 
buried in a field or garden, if be could, that there his 
aſhes might ſpring up in curious and delightful flowers, 
which was the utmoſt: happineſs he could propoſe to 
himſelf, and ſhould be very well ſatisfied to find all 
thoſe ſpirits and powers he was now poſſeſſed of, exerted 
in the varigated beauties of nature. And farther, he 
affirmed, that for ought he knew, in the various meta- 
morphoſis of nature, he might ſome ages hence, again 
impregnate a human body ; as he believed he had done 
many ages paſt, 

I then urged the ſcriptures againſt all this unintelligable 
ſyſtem 3 but he exploded that, as being only the engine, 
by which politic men brought about their deſigns: and 
that to prave a God by the ſcriptures, was the ſame 
thing as to prove the divine original of the ſcriptures, by 
the being of a God. 

+ Theſe diſcourſes of his, putting me till on further 
doubts, I became ſo uneaſy, that my life was a burthen 
to me; I dreaded to be left to the belief of thoſe curſ- 
ed notions, and yet they continually run in my mind: I 
wiſhed a thouſand times I had never heard them, and 
yet they were ever before me. What! (ſaid I to my- 
ſelf), is all my hopes of heaven nothing but a vain chi- 
mera? have I ſerved God for naught ? Or rather have 
I fancied one, when there is no ſuch being ? It is im- 
poſſible to 0 the agonies J felt, upon my giving way 
| A ” to 
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to ſuch thoughts as theſe, which ſtill with greater force 
aſſaulted me; until at laſt I was hurried to the utmoſt 
pitch of deſperation : why ſhould I linger thus (thought 
T) between deſpair and hope ? Is it not better, ſaid J 
to myſelf, to put à period to this wretched oo. and to 
try the truth of things? 


Upon this. I took a reſolution to defroy myſelf; and 
in order thereunto went out one morning to an adjacent 
wood, where I intended to act this bloody tragedy ; 
which, as I was about to commit, methought I heard 
a ſecret whiſper, ſaying,, O Epenetus, Plunge not 
thyſelf in everlaſting miſery, to gratify thy ſoul's worſt 

enemy: that fatal ſtroke thou art about to give, ſeals 
up thy own damnation: for if there be a-God, as ſure up 
there is, how can you hope for mercy from him When * 
| you thus wilfully deſtray his image? From whence 

this ſecret whiſper came, I knew not, but do believe it N 
was from God: for I am ſure it came with ſo much 
power, it made me fling away the inſtrument with J th 
which I had defigned to offer violence to my own life; | of 
and ſhewed me in/a moment, the wickedneſs thereof. 200 
The horropof this barbarous intention {et all my joints I far 
2 tremblipg, that I could hardly ſtand: and then the 
fatal precipice of my deſigned deſtruction was repre- 
ſented to me in that frightful view, that I could not but 

acknowledge my deliverance to be the work of ſome in- || 79% 

| viſible and ſpiritual power, that came ſo ſeaſonably to 
my reſcue. And gratitude obliged me to return him bet 
thanks; ſo I kneeled down upon the ground, and ſaid, v 


„ O thou 


* 


* O thou inviſible eternal 
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power, which though, un. 
ſeen by man, beholdeſt all his actions, and who haft 
with-held me from the defacing of thine image, I give 
thee humble thanks: yea, O thou Sovereign being of 
all beings, I give thee thanks that I am- ſtill alive, and 


able to acknowledge there is ſuch a being: Q do not 


bide thyſelf from my beholding, in ſuch thick clouds 


of darkneſs ; but let the Sun of glory ſhine upon me, 


and chaſe away the blackneſs of my benighted ſoul : 
that I may never more queſtion thy being or omnipo- 
wah which [ have had this moment ſo great <A 
Then riſing from my.knees, 1 went and far me down 
upon a bank, my mind being greatly taken up with. the 
dearing thoughts of that eternal goodneſs that had fo 
eminently ſaved me from the dreadful gulph of ever- 
laſting ruin, when I was jaſt a going to plunge myſelf 
into it. And now methought, I could not but admire 
that I ſhould be ſo ſottiſh as to call in queſtion the being 
of a Defty; which every cteature was a witneſs of ; 
and which a man's own conſcience, more than a thou- a 
ſand witneſſes could not but diftate to him, 


Now whilſt my thoughts were taken up with. theſe 
meditations, as I ſat upon the bank, I was Tudenly ſur- 
rounded with a glorious light, the exceeding hrighyneſs 
whereot was ſuch, as 1 had never ſeen any thin like 8 
before, this both ſarprifed and amazed me, and whilſt 
I was wondering from whence it came, I faw com ing 
towards me a glorious appearance, repreſeariog the þ NS 

As | on 


* 
* * * * . 


- 


Fan of a wan, — circled round AAR lueid 52H 
of. inexpreſiible light and glory, which ſtreamed from 
him all the way he came: his countenance was very 
awful, and yet mixed with ſuch an Af of ſweetneſs as 
rendered it extremely pleaſing, and gave me ſome ſecret 
hopes he came not to me as an enemy, and yet I knew 
not how to. bear his bright appearance ; and endeavour- 
ing to ſtand upon my feet, I ſoon found I had no more 
ſtrength in me, and fo fell flat down upon my face. 
But by the kind aſſiſtance of his arm, I was ſoon ſet up- 
on my feet again, and new ſtrength was put into me, 
- which I ſoon. perceiving, addreſt myſelf to the bright 
form before me, * „O my ſhining deliverer who 
If - haſt invigorated my feeble body, and - reſtored me to 
new life, bow ſhall I acknowledge my thankfulneſs, 

and in what manner ſhall I adore thee? - 
ro which he replyed, both with an air of majeſy * 
1 r mildneſs, Pay thy adorations to the author of © 
being, and not to me, who am thy fellow crea- 1 
an and am ſent by him, whoſe very being thou haſt | 5 
io lately denied, to ſtop thee from falling into that y 
"eternal ruin, wherein thou wert going to plunge thyſelf. y 03 
ar 


| This touched my heart with ſuch a ſenſe of my own 

unworthineſs, that my ſoul even melted within me, 
and I could not forbear crying out, O how utterly 
© unworthy am T of all this grace and, mercy?” ? 


To which the heavenly meſſenger replyed, — The 


A. 


bt ine Majeſty does not conſult in ſhewing mercy, thy 


u ert, bur. his ub. _ unbounded goodneſs, and 
„ incomprehenfible 
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me, 


right 
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1e to 


Ineſs, 
ajeſly 
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1 haſt 


that 
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own 
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The 
, thy 
and 
nſible 


To fave a tempted finking foul from hell! 


countenance, That you may never doubt any more 
| = the reality of eternal things, the end of my com- 


be foe with how much mes 


incomprehenſible love: 
the grand enemy of ſouls deſired thy ruin, and let him 
go on with hopes of overcoming thee, but ſtill upheld 
- "thee by his ſecret power; through which when Satan 
thought himſelf moſt ſure, the ſnare is broken, and 
thou art eſcaped.” Theſe words made me break forth 
in this extatick rapture, * 


O nds the depths of this great love can tell, 


O glory, glory to my Saviour's name, 

J will through all eternity proclaim ! 

Who, when Ion the brink of ruin lay, 

Sav'd me from him who would my ſoul betray : 2 
And now I know, though I no God wvould own, = 
The Lord ts os yea, Je i is God alone . 


Ang. Well, (aid this heavenly 1 with a a | 


— - 


to you, is io convince you of the truth of them: 
2 — by faith only, but by ſight : alſo: for ] will ſhew⸗ 
you ſuch things as were never yet beheld by mortal 
eye; and to that end, your eyes ſhall be e 
and made fiting to behold immaterial objects,” wy 4 


At theſe ſurpriſing words of the angel, I was much 
aſtoniſhed, and doubted how 1 ſhould PR to bear it; 


and ſaid to him, | 640 


O my Lord, who is fafficient to bear fack a Sake 


To Which he replied, * the joy N the Lord ſhall be 
AG your 


' 


k 
» 1 * - 


W your WAY bh And when he had faid thus, he took 
hold of me, and ſaid, © Fear not, for I am ſent to ſhew 
thee things thou baſt not ſeen ;” and before I was a- 
ware, 1 found myſelf far above the earth ; which ſeem- 
ed to me a very ſmall and inconſiderable point; in com- 
pariſon of chat region me * into which I was trant- 
WW lated. 


hben L aid to my beipht conductor, O let it not o fend 
my Lord, it I aſk a queſtion or two of thee. 


To which he anſwered, ſpeak on: it is my work 
to inform thee of ſuch things which thou ſhalt enquire 


e 


ter to thee, arfd to thoſe that, ſhall be heirs of, ſalvation- 


chen ſaid, I would fain be informed what that dark 
ſ pot ſo far below me is: which grew leſs and lefs, as 

W 1 was mounted higher and higher, and appears much 
darker, fince I came into this region of light, 


"Thar little ſpot anſwered my conductor, that now 
looks ſo dark and contemptible, is that world of which 


= bow little all that world appears, for a ſmall part of 
"which ſo many do unweariedly labour, and lay out all 
E their ſtrength and time to purchaſe it. This is that ſpot 
of carth that is cantoned- and ſubdivided into ſo many 
kingdoms, to purchaſe one of which, ſo many horrid 
and baſe villanies, ſo many bloody and unnatural mur- 
ders have been committed: yea, 'this is that ſpot of 
WW earth, to obtain one ſmall part thereof, ſo many men 


bave. run the hazard of loſing, nay, have actually * 
their 


of me: for I am a miniſtring ſpirit, ſent forth to mini- 


you were ſo lately an inhabitant: here you may ſee 


{| that] ſaw as you paſt 
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their precious and immortal ſouls ; ſo precious, that the 
Prince of Peace has told us, That though a man could 
gain the whole, it could not contervail ſo great a loſs. 
And the great reaſon of their folly 1s, ia they do 
not look to things above: for, as you well obſerved as 
you aſcend nearer to this region, the world appeared 
ſtill leſs, and more contemptable ; and fo it will do to 
all who can by faith once get their hearts above it. For 
could the ſons of men below, but ſee the world juſt as 
it is: they would not cover it as they now do: but they, 
alas! are in a ſtate of darkneſs; and, which is worſe 
they love to walk therein. For though the Prince of _ 
Light came down amongſt them, and plainly ſhewed 
them the true light of lite, (which, by bis apoſtles, he 
ſill continues) yet they go on in darkneſs, and will 
not come unto the light, becauſe their deeds are eyil, 


Epenctus. What were thoſe multitudes of black and 


-horrid forms that hover in the air above the 2 f 


which I indeed ſhould have been much afraid of, but 
by, they fled; perhaps as not 
being able to . that e with which you are 

arrayed, . 


Ang. They were the fallen and apoſtate ſpirits, 


which for their pride and rebellion, were caſt down 


from heaven and wander in the air, by the decree of 
the Almighty, being bound in chains of darkneſs, and 
kept unto the judgement of the laſt day, And from 
thence they are permitted to deſcend into the world, 


both for the trial of the elect, and for the e 
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WO black and horrid forms, yet were they once the ſons of 
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of the wicked. And though you now fee they have 


light, and were arrayed in robes of glorious brightneſs 
like what you ſee we wear. "The loſs of which, though I fn 
it was the effect of their own wilful fio, fills them with J k. 
rage and malice againſt the ever-bleſſed God - whoſe 
power and majeſty they fear and hate: but having loſt * 
their innocence and glory, they fly thoſe ſpitits that 
have kept their ſtation, and till continue their obedi. it 
ence to their great Creator; in which they are con; Fx 
firmed by the bleſſed Son of God, be 


| Epen, O my happy conductor, have they no hopes e 
o being reconciled to God 12 after ſome term of e. 
"| time, or at leaſt ſome of them 


Ang. No, not at all, they are loſt for ever: they 
were the firſt that ſinned, and, had no tempter; and 
they were all at once caſt down from heaven. Beſides, 
the Son of God, the blefſed Mefiah, by whom alone 
alvation can be bad, took not upon bim the angelic na- 
ture, but left the apoſtate angels all to periſh, and onl 
took upon "himſelf the ſeed of Abrabam. And for this of t 
reaſon they have ſo much malice againſt the ſons of men anc 
whom it is torment to them to ſee made heirs of bea · due 


ven whilſt they are doomed to . * 
By this time we were got aboye the Sun, { -hoſe val 1 


and glorious body, above an hundred times far greateſ and 
than the earth, moved round the great expanſe, where 
in it was placed with ſuch a mighty ſwiftneſs, that tt 
relate it, it wwe * * but * conduQo 
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told me, this mighty immenſe hanging globe of fire, 
was one of the great works of God, and of ſo ſwift a 
motion, it moved above a hundred thouſand miles in that 
ſmall ſpace of time, we call an hour, and yet it always 
keeps its conſtant courſe, and never has the leaſt irregu- 
larity in its diurnal, or its annual motion: and fo ex- 
ceeding glorious in its body, that had not my viſive fa- 
culty been greatly ſtrengthened, I could not have beheld 
it: nor were thoſe mighty globes of fire, we call the 
fixed ſtars, leſs wonderful, whoſe vaſt and extreme 
height, ten thouſand leagues, at leaft, above the ſun, 
cauſes them to appear as candles in our fight, though 
every one of them exceed in magnitude the body of the 
earth. and ſhould but one of thoſe vaſt bodies fall, it 
would burn the world to cinders in a moment: and yet 
they hang within their ſpheres without any ſupport, in 
a pure ſea of ther, ſo thin and of ſo great tenuity, 
that nothing but his word, that firſt created them could 
keep them iwtheir ſtation —_O , 


Epen. 'Theſe wonders are enough to convince any one 
of the great power of theix much more adorable Creator: 
and of the blackneſs of that” infidelity, that can call in 
queſtion the being of a God, who has given the whole 
world ſo many and bright evidences of his power and 
glory ; that were not men like beaſts, ſtill looking down- 
ward, they could not but acknowledge his great power 


and wiſdom. 


Ang. You ſpeak what is trae, but you ſhall ſee far 
greater things than theſe : Theſe all are but ſcaffalds and 
| A 8 outworks 
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autworks to that glori ous building wherein the bleſſed 
above inhabit, 2 * not made with handi, eternal in 


' the heavens; A view which as far (as you are capable 
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Har 1 had been told by my conductor, 1 fond 
good in a few moments; for I was preſently tranſs 


w. 


| laced into the glorious manſions of the bleſſed; and ſaw 


ſuch things it is impoſſible to repreſent} and heare that 
\ raviſhing melodious harmony that I can never utter: 


Well rhetefore might the beloved apoſile John tell us in 


his epiſtle, Nozo are 407 the ſons of God; and it doth not® 


yet appear nubat wwe ſhall be ! Whoever has not ſcen chat 


glory, can ſpeak but very imperfeRly of it: and they 


that haye,, can't tell the thouſand part of what it is: 
And therefore the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, who tells 
us he had been caught up into Paradiſe, where he had 
heard unſ peakable words, which is not poſſible ſor a man 
ko, utter, gives no other account of it, but that ye Bach" 
Not by Jnr”. nor car beard, nor bas it entered into the heart 


— — 9 3 4 
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of man to roncei e the things that God has laid up for * 


that leut him. But I will give yon the beſt account [ 


can of what I ſaw and heard; and of the diſcourſes 1 


had with ſome of the bleſſed, as near as J can remember. 


When I was firſt brought near this glorious palace; I 
ſaw innumerable hoſts of bright attendants, who wel- 
comed me into that bliſsful] ſeat of happineſs, having 
in all their countenances an air of perfect joy, and of 
the bigt.eſt ſatisf action. And there I ſaw that perfect 


and unapproachable light, that aſſimulates all things in- 


"to its own nature; for even the ſouls of the glorified 
Saints are tranſparent and diaphanous. Neither are 

they enlightned by the ſun, or any ries, ; 
but all that light, that flows with ſo much tranſparent 
brightneſs through thoſe heavenly manſions, is no- 


thing elſe but emanations of the divine glory,! in com- 


pariſon of which the light of the ſun is but darkneſs. 
And all the luſter of the moſt ſparkling diamonds, the 
fire of carbuncles, ſapphires and rubies, and the orient 
| brightneſs of the richeſt pearls, are but like dead coals 

in compariſon of its ;lory: and therefore called, 75 


* Thront of the God of glory, wherein the radiant luſter 


of the divine Majeſty is n in the moſt iluſirions 
manner. Mats 

The ineffable bah 3 on, the high throne of 
bis glory, receiving the adorations of myriads of angels 


and ſaints, ſinging forth eternal hallelujahs and praiſes 
to him, was too bright an object for mortality to view. 


| Wes! may he therefore be — the Cod of glory. for 


by 


2 


by bis glorious preſence, he makes heaven whe it is. 
There being rivers of pleaſure perpetually ſpringing 
from the divine pretence, and conciliating cheerfulneſs, 
joy and ſplendor, to all the bleſſed inhabitants of hea- - 
ven, the place of his happy reſidence, and ſeat of his 
eternal empire; wherein the divide Majeſty diffuſes the 
richeſt beams of his goodneſs aud glory; and jn which 
his choſen ſaints and ſervants fee and praiſe his for-ever 
adorable excellencies. 


For my own part, my viſive faculty was ſo far too 
weak to. bear the lezſt tranſlucid ray ſhot from that e- 
verlaſting ſpring of light and glory which fat upon the 
throney that 1 was forced to cry to my conductor, the 
ſight of "ſo much glory is too great. for frail mortality to 
bear; yet is it ſo refreſhing and delightful, that I would. 
fain behold i it. though I die! wa | 


” Ang. No, no, ſaid my condudior, death enters not 
within this bleſſed place: Here life and immortality re- 
ſide ; nor fin nor forrow here have oaght to do + For 
'tis the glory of this happy place to be for ever freed 
from all that is evil; and without that exemption, 
our bleſſedbefd, even here, would be. imperfect. But 


come along with me, and I will bring thee to one that's 
Jin the body, as thou art; with him converſe a while, 


till 1 diſpatch another miniſtration, and then Fil re- 
conduct thee back again. 


Eben. O rather, ſaid-I with ſome eagerneſs, let me 
ſtay here: For here is no need of building tabernacles ; - 
the heavenly manſions are here ready fitted. al 

T6 


2 _ this great permiſſion and privilege was given to me 


22 


To which my ſhining meſſenger” replied, Here in a 
while thou ſhalt be fixed for ever ; but the divine will I of 
** muſt be obeyed. | 


Swift as a thought, he dall conveyed me thro 1 
thouſands of thoſe bright and winged ſpirits, and then I of 
preſented me to that illuſtrious ſaint the great, Elijah, inte 
who tabernacled in the world below ſo many hundred 
ages paſt and gone ; and yet me thought, I knew hin E 
at firſt fight, as well as if we had been contemporaries,  % * 


Ang. Here's one (ſaid my conductor to Elijah) who dou 
by commiſſion from the imperial throne has been per- on i 
mitted to ſurvey theſe realms of light ; and I have] 
brought him hicher, to learn from thee wherein its Lo E 
Ty and its r conſiſts. 57a, pad, Bras ſure 


_ VI, "TY That, re . propher 1 ſhall gladly 86 hear 
for tis our meat and drink in theſe bleſſed regions, toſ mea 
do the will of God and of the Lamb, to ſing his 7717 nor 
and ſerve him with the humbleſt adoration, laying, Bigſ bein 
Arg. and Honour, and glory and Fowver, be unto. hin aſſer 
that ft upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever anll lot e 
ever: For be has redeemed us to God by: his bload, ou 
U, every linared, and tongue, ard people, and nation 
and made us unto our God tings and prieſts, Even, 
Annen. And 1 alſo added my Amen, to hah, of the 
holy prophet.. — 


» 1 
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The prophet then enquired of me, on -what accoun 


(By which J underſtand the ſaints in heaven are ignoran] E. 
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( 23 ). 
of what is done on earth; bow wow can prayers be 
directed to them ?) + 


I then rehearſed what I have here ſet down by way 
of introduction: at which the holy prophet broke * 


| into this exclamarion : 


Elijah. Glory for ever be aſcribed 10 him that fits up- 
en the throne, und to the Lamb, for his unbounded gond. 
neſs, and great condiſcenſion to the weakneſs of a poor 
doubting inner. After which he ſaid, now give atten:i- 
* to what I ſhall ſpeak. And then he thus: began : 


EI Jab. What you have ſeen 4 heard already, I am 
ſure you never can relate, to as to cauſe it to be under- 
ſtood : For it is beyond what eye Rath ſen, or ear hath 
heard, or what the heart of man is able to conceive; 1 
mean of thoſe got yet tranſlated to this glorious fate 
nor freed from their groſs elemental bodies: nor is my 
being in the body here, any objection to what I now r 
aſſert ; for though it han't been ſubject to the common 
lot of mortals, death; yet has it ſuffer d ſuch a change, 
as has been in ſome ſenſe eqivalent thereto; for it is 
made both ſpiritual and impaſſible ? and is now no 
more capable of any farther ſuffering, than thoſe bleſſed 
angels ate, that compaſs round the throne: and yet in 
this conſummate ſtate of. happineſs, cannot utter all 
that Legjoy; nor do I know what ſhall be yet enjoyed, 
for here our happineſs is always new. 


Epen. I then requeſted of the bleſſed prophet. a lt- 


of tie to explain himſelf, becauſe 1 underſtood not how 


happineſs 


- 
Sz - 


C3... 


happineſs could be perfect, and yet admit of ne w addi- 
tions, For in the world below, we generally think 
that what is perfect is compleatly finiſhed, I humbly 
hope, /aid 1, what I ſhall ſay, may not be taken as No 
effect of vain curioſity, but that my underſtanding may 
be cultivated, which yet retains hos dark ideas of theſe 
IEP things. 


Elijah. To ſatisfy your doubting ſoul, and to confirm 
| your wavering faith, is the chief reaſon of your being 
- brought hither, through the permiſſion of the great 
Trinity; and therefore 1 would have you ſtill, as any 
doubt ariſes in your breaſt, to make it known. — But as 
to that which you object, that happineſs cannnt be com- 
_ pleat, and yet admit of new additions, I muſt tell you, 
that when the ſoul and body both are happy, as mine 
now are, I count it a conſummate ſlate of happineſs : 
For through all the enumetable ages of eternity, it is the 
ſoul and body joined together in the bleſſed reſurrection- 
ſtate, that ſhalt be the continued fubj ect of this happineſs. 
But in reſpe& of the bleſſed God, in whoſe heatifical 


nity can be ſufficient to diſplay their glory; which makes 
our happineſs erernally admit of new additions; and by 
a neceſſary conſequence our knowledge of it ſhall be e- 
ternally progreſſive too - And therefore it was not with- 
out reaſon that the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, (who, 
in the days of his mortality, was once admitted hither 
2 you are, affirmed, eye hath not ſeen, nor hath ear heard, 
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- viſion this happineſs conſiſts, it is for ever new: for the] 
divine perfections being infinite, nothing leſs than eter - 


(who, 

hither 

beard, 
no 


hots ( 25 ) 
nor can it enter into the heart of man to conceive, what 


God hath prepared for them that love him. And yet the 
eye hath jeen many admirable things in nature; it hath 


ſeen mountains of cryſtal and rocks of diamonds, it hath 


ſeen mines of gold, and coaſts of pearl, and ſpicy iſlands; | 
and yet the ey?, that hath ſeen ſo many wonders in the 
world below, could never pry into the glories of this 
triomphant ſtate. And though the ear of man hath 
heard many delightful and harmonious ſounds, even, 
all that art and nature could ſupply him with; yer 
have they never heard the heavenly melody which here 
both ſaints and angels make before the throne, And 
as the eye han't ſeen nor ear heard, ſo neither can the 
heart of man conceive them; and yet the heart of 
man the chiefeſt work of the all-wiſe Creator in that mi- 
crocoſm is of ſo fine and curious compoſure, that it can 
almoſt conceive any thing that either is, or was, or ever 
ſhall be, in the world below); yea, what ſhall never be, 
Man cap conceive, that every None on earth ſhall be turn- 
ed into the-moſt orient pearls, and every. blade of grafs 
into the brighteſt and moſt ſhining jewels : He can con- 


ceive, that every particle of duſt ſhall be turned into 


filver, and the whole earth into a maſs of pure and re- 
fined gold : He can conceive, the air to be turned into 
cryſtal, and every ſar advanced into a ſun, and every 
ſun a thouſand times more large and glorious than what 
they now behold it: And yet this is infinitely ſhort of 
what the high and eternal Majeſty (who is incompre- 
henſible in all his works of wonder) bath here prepared. 
for all his faithful fullowers, 

But 


; I 
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But that you may retain (added the prophet) the beſt 
idea of our happineſs, I here will briefly repreſent unto 
you (for. ages ſpent 1n this delightful theme, would 
ſcarce ſuffice to tell it you at large) what 'tis thoſe bleſ- 
ſed ſouls, who thro' the glorious purchaſe of our bright 
Redeemer, are brought hither, are here delivered from: 
And for your better underſtanding it, I ſhall endeavour 
to conform my words to your capacity, by the compar- 
ing things that are here above, to what you know. below, 
although your eyes have told you how infinitely heaven - 
ly things tranſcend whatever can be found on earth, I 
ſhall repreſent (as fat as your capacity will bear it) what 
is that happineſs the bleſſed here enjoy. 


The ſouls of all the bleſſed here, are freed for ever, 
from whatſoever tis can make them miſerable; the chief 
of which, you are not ignorant, is fin; "Tis only that, 
which brings the creature into miſery and intails it on 
him: The bleſſed God, at firſt, made all things happy; 
all like himſelf, who is ſupremely ſo; and had not fin . 
defacd the beauty of heaven's workmanſhip, angels 
nor men had never known what is meant by miſery : 
"Twas fin threw the apoſtate angels down to hell, and 
ſpoil'd the beauty of the lower world: Twas fin de- 


faced God's Image in man's ſoul, and made the lord of I; 8 


the creation a ſlave to his own luſt: and by ſo doing, 
plunges. himſelf into an ocean of eternal miſery, from 
whence there's no redemption: and ſure tis an unvalu- 
able mercy, that in this happy place, all the inha- 
bitants are freed, for ever freed, from ſin through the 
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blood of our Redeeming Jeſus: To ch, Blefſing, lo. 
nour; power, glory, and eternal praiſes, be aſcribed for 
ever. Below, the beſt and holieſt ſouls groan under- 
neath the burden of corruption ! Sin cleaves to all they 
do, and leads them captive oft times againſt their wills: 
Who ſpall deliver me, has been the cry of many of God's 
faithful ſervants, who at the ſame time have been dear 
to Jeſus. Sin is the heavy clog of ſaints themſelves, 
while they are embodied in corrupted fleſh : And there, 
fore when they lay their bodies down, their ſouls are 
like a bird looſed from its cage, and with an heavenly 
vigour mount up to this Bleſſed region, txiumphing o- 
ver fin, with which below they ſtill maintained a com- 
bate. But here their warfare's at an end, and death - 
is ſrewallowed up in wictury. Here their bright ſouls, that 
were below deformed and ſtained by ſin are by the 
everbleſſed Jeſus, preſented to the eternal Father, auizb- 
out ſpot or wrinklt * and as here the bleſſed ſouls are freed 
rom fin ſo are they likewiſe from all occaſions of it; 
which is 2 great addition to our happineſs, * Adam him- 
ſelf in paradiſe, tho" he was in his firſt creation perfectly 
nnocent, and free from ſin, yet was he not freed from 
emptations to it, which was his great unhappineſs : Sa- 
an got into paradiſe to tempt him, and he too fatally 
yielded to his temptations: he eat of the forbidden 
ruit, and fell; and by his fall, the buman nature, and 
onſequently his poſterity, are all corrupted: Sin, like 
gangrene, haviflg eat into the human nature, and cor- 
upted all mankind. And that corruption, which every 
mortal 


of emptineſs and vanity, and does by its bewitchingſh,.. ; 


* 


mortal harbours in his breaſt, is a moſt dangerous, and 
oftimes prevailing teinpter. But here each bleſſed ſoul ¶ de 
is likewiſe freed from this; No devil here can tempt th 
them, no corruption enter; nothing but what is pure th: 
and holy. can find admiſſion here. No fly ſuggeſtions {jul 
from that apoſtate ſpirit can moleſt us here ; that roar. Ncot 
ing lion, that below is in conſtant motion, till traverſ- I fro 
ing the earth, and ſeeking whom he may devour, is, bot 
with reſpect to us in this bleſſed region of life and im- 
mortality, bound faſt in everlaſting chains, and ſhut up. 
ſafe in an infernal priſon, doom'd to the vengeance of 
eternal fire. Nor ſhall the world, (which by the fall o 
man has loſt its beauty, and is degenerated: into a ſhop 


charms, and falſe allurements, draw thouſands to per.fſ, 
dition) be any more a tempter to thoſe; bleſſed ſouls whoſbur 
have, through faith and patience, overcome its wiles 
and arrived ſafely here. As ſtrong as its temptations anc 
allurements are to ſaints themſelves who are ſtill militat 
ing with it in the world below, we that are here poſſeſ nd e 
ſed of heavenly. manſions, look with contempt on all I 
terrene enjoyments: we are here got above the world” che 
and all that it can tempt, us with; and through the Hates 
blood of our triumphing Jeſus, have got the victory oÞ1ſpe: 
ver it, as thoſe bright palms, we bear, do evidencepg; t 
There, is nothing here that can diſturb our peace, but ay 3 ne 
eternal calm crowns all our happineſs, being freed fromf<cting 
ſin, and all temptations to it. And as a conſequence ently 
hereof, we here are freed from the effects of ſin, an- fe of 
that is puniſhment ; which thoſe that are confined f hea) 


v5 


nd the dark regions of eternal miſery are ever groaning un- 
ſoul der, as that which they cannot bear, and yet as that which 
pt they muſt ever ſuffer. It was ſin that uſher'd death into 
pure the world below, and by heaven's high decree, is the 
tions juſt wages of it, as every mortal finds: but through the 
roar- ¶conqueſt of the Prince of life, the Lamb of God, ſlain. 
verſ- from the worlds foundation, who by his dying overcame 
r, is, both death, and him that had the power thereof, the de- 
vil, triumphing over, ſin, death, and hell; ſin, death, 
and hell are baniſhed hence for ever: for which eternal 
ſongs of praiſe and nn are ever rendered to his holy 
name. 


Theſe are the things [continued the great prophet) we 
Ire in this bleſſed ſtate delivered from; and yet theſe 
make up but the leaſt part of the happineſs of heaven; 
s whofſour. joys are poſitive, as well as privative: And what 

lesShoſe are, I now proceed to ſhew y. 


liar We here enjoy the beatific viſion, the bleſſed ſpring 
nd eternal ſource of all our happineſs : but what this 
s, I can no more declare, than finite creatures com - 
prehend infinity; only we find that it continually irra- 
Piates our underſtandings, and fills our ſouls with joy 
inſpeakable and full of glory; and with love ſo flam- 
g; that nothing but the bleſſed author of it can ſatiſ- 
but ad nor yet eternity it ſelf can terminate: tis the re- 
d froulecting brightneſs of the divine preſence. and tranſcen- 
| Jently glorious emanations of his goodneſs, that is the 
in, angfe of our lives, the ſoul of our ſouls, and the heaven 
ned 8 heavens ; and that which makes us live, and love, 
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and bog, and praiſe for ever; and Which transforms our 
ſouls into his bleſſed likeneſs. The ſaints below, whill 
they are travelling towards this bleſſed country, are, in 
their pilgrimage, ſupported by his everlaſting arms, by 
which they are enabled to go from grace to grace : but 
we that are ſafe landed on the heaven of eternal hap 

' pineſs, are changed from glory unto glory, even by the Spi 
rit of the Lord, But to bring things nearer to your un} 
derſtanding ; by thus beholding of God's face, we hav: 
a real participation and enjoyment of his love, and hi 
bleſſed ſmiles make glad our ſouls, and in his favour wt 
rejoice continually, for in his favour is life. And, thet 
by this bleſſed viſion of God, we come to know him a 
bove whatever any did below; for it is a ſight of hin 
that irradiates our underſtandings, and gives us the lig 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Feſi 
Chriſt : ſo that though it be impoſſib!, to comprehen 
the divine Majefty, (for who can find out the Almighty 
penfectin ? } yet we have here a perfect apprehenſ on 8 
his nature and divine attributes. 


We have here not only the beatific vikon; wheret 
we ſee God as he is, but we have a real enjoyment an its x 
fruition of m, and thereby come to be united to hin ſor 
and to live in him, and be in us, Whereby we confhere 
to be partakers of che divine nature, which ſhines for (che 
in us with reſplenderit brightneſs. In the world belo 
the ſaints do indeed enjoy God in his ordinances, by 
bere we all enjoy God face to tace, below the ſainur 
enjoy God in * but here we enjoy him witho 

meaſur! 


\ 
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Here we have our capacities enlarged, according u 
the greatneſs of the objects we have to contemplate 

whilſt we were in the world below, no light could. 
ſhine into our minds, but through the windows of ou ble, 
' ſenſes, and therefore it was the bleſſed God was pleaſe 
to condeſcend to our capacities, and to\adapt the e 
preſſions of his Majeſty to the narrowneſs of our im 
ginations: but here the revelation of the Deity is mu 
more glorious, and our minds are clarified from all tho 
earthly images, that flow through the groſs channe 
of the ſenſes. Below, our pureſt conceptions of Ge 
were very imperfect, but here the gold is ſeparated fro 
- the droſs, and our conceptions | are more proper and by... 
coming the ſimplicity and purity of God, Below, aiſed 
objects of glory were humbled to the perceptions She d 
ſenſe: but here, the ſenſible faculties are raiſed and 
fined, and made the ſubjects of glory. Now thereforhi 
that the divine light ſhines with direct beams, and i Delu 
thick curtains of fleſh are ſpiritualized and tranſpareſgBon © 
the ſoul enjoys the cleareſt viſion of God. We na 
ſee, what we before believed of the glorious nature 

_ © | the ever bleſſed God, his decrees and counſels, his pi 
vidence and diſpenſations. We here clearly ſee, t 

from eternity God was ſole exiſting, but not ſolita 90 
and that the Godhead is neither confuſed in unity, ble | 
divided in number; that there is a priority of ord aid, 
but no ſuperiority among the ſacred perſons of the . Sa 
effable Trinity, but that they are equally 2 of Ne. 
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ag me divine excellencies; and the ſame divine empire, 
late ad are equally the object of the ſame. divive adorati- 
coul hn. - Thoſe ways of God, that ſeemed below unſearch- 
f obe, and that we thought unlawful to enquire into, we 
leaſWYere perceive to be the product of divine wiſdom, with 
e eig much perſpicuity and clearneſs, that truth ah 18 not 


r imagnore evident, 
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Theſe things (added the prophet in a different tone) 
e ſome of thoſe that conſtitute our happineſs. 


Yet all theſe things are only what relates unto our 
puls, but ſtill the happineſs of the inhabitants of this 
llefſed region is not compleat, until their bodies are 
aiſed, and reunjted to their ſouls; in which, through 
he divine munihcence, myſelf and the bleſſed Enoch, 
lo enjoy a more peculiar preference, being tranſlated 
ther in the body, as types, both to the Anti and Poſt- 
and i Deluvian world of the reſurrection of the ever-edorable 
ſpareſ pon of God, and of all the ſaints through him. Now 
Ve nqecauſe none but the great Meffiah has been actually 


ture ailed from the dead, , he being the firſt a thereof, 
bis p (for, 

ſee, ; 

el S Our Author bere ſeems to have curl that remark- 

ity, | ble paſſage of our Lord's hiflory, where it is poſitively 

F 5 aid, and the Graves were opened, and many bodies of 


F the he Saints which Apt, aroſe, and tame out of the Grade: 
ſt of efter his es, and went into the holy city, and ap- 


M ared unto many. ” MarTH. xxvii, 52. 33. 
Now if theſe ſaints were not actually raiſed from the 


ea 


* , 
» 


* 
(for, as for Enoch and myſelf; our bodies have no 
known death, though they have received a change equi 
valent thereto) it is therefore more difficult to declare 
what the reſurrection ſtate ſhall be, it being to be dif 
cerned in its perfection, only from his glorious body, to 
which that of Enoch's or mine are incomparable, in re 
ſpect of the glory thereof, though both are ſpiritual bodies 
Of which. 1 will now ſhew yoa the diſtin Properties. 


The bodies of the bleſſed here, at the reſurrectioi 
ſhall be (as mine is now) ſpiritual bodies; and by you 
not only ſeeing, but touching me, (at which word che 
holy prophet was pleaſed to give me his hand) you 
may be the better able to know, what I mean by a ſpi 
ritual body : that is, a body rarified from all groſs allay 
of corruption; and made a pure and a refined body, ani 
yet a ſubſtantial one; not compoſed of wind and air: 
as mortals below are apt too grolly to imagine, 


Epen. Huge I intreated the holy prophet to bear will 
me, if I acquainted him, that I always underſtood ſpiF 


ritual as oppoſed to material, and conſequently that 
ſpiritual 


| dad, what ſenſe, or n can aue put upon this part off 
the goſpel hiftory ? aue are not allowed to ſuppoſe them on 
ſpectres, for it is poſitively ſaid, many bodies of thi 

| ſaints aroſe,” and no doubt to grace our Lord's triumpl 
over death and the grave; and as they ſerved as æuitneſſiſttle, 
to many in Teruſalem of the truth of the reſurection: J. this 
they, no doubt, aſcended wit} our Lord into heaven an 
 ' there appears as a ſpecimen of the power of his reſurre&ion Elije 
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piritual body muſt be immaterial. and ſo not capable 


f being felt, as I found his was. 


Elijah. To this che prophet replied, that their bodies 
vere ſpiritual, not only as they were purified from all 
orruption, but as they were ſuſtained by the enjoyment 
f God, without any material refreſhments, as meat, 
Irink, ſleep, and raiment, which was the ſupport of our 
odies below. Have you not read (ſaid the prophet) 
hat the bleſſed Jeſus, after his reſurrection, appeared 

bis body to his diſciples, when they were met together 
na chamber, and the doors ſhut about them? Which 
lainly evinces the tenuity thereof; and yet he called to 
bomas to come and reach hither bis hand, and thruft it 
to his fide, which ſhews it plainly to be ſubſtantial. 


be beatific viſion is here what both our ſouls and bo- - 
ies live upon, and are ſupported by for ever. | 


Our bodies in the reſurrection- ſlate ſhall be immor. 


al, and uncapable of dying: and below, their bodies 


e all mortal, dying and periſhing, and ſubject tobe 
umbled into duſt every moment: but here our bodies 
ill de incorruptible, and freed from death for ever ; 


Yr our corruption, here puts on incorruption, and our mort a= 


ty is ; ſawalloxued up of life. 
Epen. Here [ Cefired the ptophet to bear wit me a 


ttle, whilſt I gave him an account of my own notions 


this matter. 
El; Fab, Say on, for I am ready to reſolve your doubt. 
. 


7 


( 36 | 
| Een. I have learat, in the holy ſcriptures, that in 
, mortality 1s an attribute that belongs to God only, an 11 
not to men, eſpecially to the bodies of men, whi 
every day's experience tells us we are mortal. The 

fore, Paul tells Timothy, that God only hath immortaliyg 


Elijah. When I ſay the bodies of the bleſſed he 
are immortal, I intended it of bodies in their rai 
ſtate, that then they are ſubject unto death no mo 
man in his corruptible ſtate is mortal, and ſubje& ur ind. 
death, and there is nothing more evident to all 
dwell in the world below, and even the bodies of 
theſe glorified ſouls that are here, are at this time kefſf® 


under the power of death, But at the reſurreioff ho 
ſtate, when they ſhall be raiſed up again, they << 


het 
hi 


then be immortal. And as to what you urge from i E. 
ſcripture, that the bleſſed God has only immortality, ed, 
is very true: he is moſt eminently and eſſentially i x N 
whereas there is no creature, either angels or men, tl... * 


can in that tri& ſenſe be ſaid to beſo. We are i "9D 
mortal through his grace and favour, but God is lat! 
mortal in his eſſence, and has been ſo from all eterni 
and in that ſenſe may well be ſaid only to Bade immo E/ 
lity. And therefore it will not be amiſs for you to qfſthoug 
ſerve, that whatever the bleſſed God is, he is eminenyet 
and eſfentially ſo, in which reſpe&, it is likewiſe ſaic 
him, that be only is holy! and there is none good - 
God, none righteous, nor none merciful but him, 
whom be bleſſing, and glory and hongur, and praiſe f t 
erer and for evermore. | the Sc 


EC SS | I 


OE 


at in Eher. I have one thing more- to be ſatisfied in, and 
„hat is, that ſeeing there is only yourſelf and the pro- 
which het Enoch that are permitted in the body to be here,“ 
The hich you are pleaſed to ſay have ſuffered a change e- 
real! \ivalent to death, but died not, what aſſurance have 
d beefFou that the bodies of the bleſſed that are now under 


; rail" power of death ſhall be raiſed again? For I fee they 


re glorioufly bleſſed and happy without their bodies, 
and ſeem not to have any occaſion for them, they hav- 
og been long ſince periſhed and roted in their graves, 

he greateſt thing that I think can be faid for it, is, 
hat the ever · bleſſed Jeſus, the ſpotleſs Lamb of God, 


ho was truly and really dead, is now alive, and lives 
Or EVETMOTE. 


Elijah. To this the prophet, interrupting me, reply- 
d, what greater prof can you deſire than this ? | 


| Epen. What I have to ſay to that is, that the body of 
che bleſſed Jeſus never ſaw corruption; and that there 
i no inſtance of any body that ever ſaw corruption, 
chat was yet raiſed to life and immortality. 


rmmorll Eli Jab. To this the prophet again anſwered, that 
u to though it was true, there had been no ſuch inſtance;+ - 
minenſyet was the reſurrection of the body as ſure as the pre- 
ſent 


See note page 33. | — 


+ *Trs aſtoniſhing, to think, that nen comverſent with 

the Seriptures mn /o far overlook 98 Py a paſſage as 

z is 
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ting out in the world below, to the grave they both ra 


giving, the tongue was uſed to break forth in the praiſe 


E 
ſent glorification of the ſoul ; for as the bleſſed JeſuWVhe 


died as a public perſon, ſo did he alſo riſe again; there Rive 
fore, is ſaid to be the firſt fruits from the dead: he is th Hoth 
head of the church, and cannot be compleat without hind 


body, who in their order ſhall be raiſed up to be wit 
him for ever. The body ſhall be awaked out of its deat 
ſleep, and as I was ſaying, guickened into a glorious' in 
mortal life the body is an eſſential part of man, as we! 
as the ſoul, and though the inequality be great in the: 
holy operations, yet their concurrence is neceſſary: goo 
actions in the world below, were indeed deſigned by thi 
counſel and reſolution of the ſoul, but performed by th 
miniſtery of the body and every grace expreſſes itſe 
in viſible actions thereby. In the ſorrows of repentanc 
tears were ſupplied by the bodily eyes; and in thank 


tisf, 
Es 
0 ob 


of God: and all the victories over pleaſure and pai 
| below, were obtained by the ſoul in conjunction wid 
the body. And can you think, (ſaid the prophet) th 
the divine goodneſs will deal ſo differently with then 
that the ſoul ſhould be everlaſtingly happy, and tl 
body be loſt in forgetfulneſs? The one glorified in hea 
ven, the other remain in the duſt ? from their firſt ſet 


the ſame race, and therefore ſhall enjoy the ſame way 

| Wher 
is here quoted in the forgoing note, as to fall into reaſe 
ing, which is derogatory to the glory of Chrifi's reſurri 
Aion : this ſhould lead us to try every man's doctrine by th y, we 
flandard of truth, 


* — —ũ—yvẽ — 
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JeſuWVhen the crown of righteouſneſs and glory ſhall be 
hereFiven to the bleiled at the great day in the view of all, 
is thiſþoth ſoul and body ſhall partake of the honour thereof. 
ut biſand this (added the prophet) is, I believe, enough to 
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tisfy your doubt, as to the reſurrection of the body. 


Epen. To which I replyed, that I had nothing further 
> object in that particular And tnen deſired. him to 
o on in deſcribing the glory of the body in the reſur- 
ion-ſtate, | po +4 
Upon which the prophet thus proceeded: : 
Elijah, I have already told you, that the bodies of 
e bleſſed ſhall be immortal; but cannot for all that be 
b immortal as God is, who is ſo eminently and eſlenti- 


ankM'y fo, that, as you well obſerved, he is ſaid, only to 
praiſeſ ve immortality; nor yet arè they immortal in the ſame 
| peil ale as are the bleſſed” angels, who being immaterial | 


bſtances, are ſo created; whereas man was created 
jortal, and has his immortality through the purchaſe of 
e bleſſed Jeſus, and renovation of the divine image. 
(or is the immortality thus purchaſed for us, like that 
f the apoſtate ſpirits, who are immortal too.: but it is 
th ſuch an immortality; as brings along with it a 
th rafieater weight of miſery. Their immortality, is ſuch 
ewardfcurſe as makes them wiſh a thouſand thouſand times 
W heat they might be annihilated ; but that blefled immor- 
lity which we enjoy, is that which is the happineſs of 
aven, akd therefore rightly ſtiled a g/drious immortality, 
d gives us an aſſurance, that the happineſs we now en , 
Y, we ſhall enjoy for ever. Rn Le PEST 
3 . ö Another 
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Arother bappineſs the bodies of the bleſſed bere enjoy, 
is, That they are impaſſable, and ſo are made incapable 
of ſufferings below, the ſaints themſelves have oſten- 
times their bodies made ſo many ſhops of miſery ; or 
like an hoſpital full of diſeaſes, which are the common 
harbingers of death; or when they are not ſo, are ſome- 
thing worſe than it; the pains and infirmities of their 
bodies being ſuch, as oftentimes make death more defi: 
Fable than ſuch a life. How many times are even good 
men wracked with the gout, or tortured by the ſtone, 
with moſt exquiſite and cruciating pain? So that though 
they abound i in the fulneſy of all thoſe things, that mor 
tals count the bleſſings of the life below, yet are the 
thereby all imbittered to them by thoſe tormenting pain 
_ haye ſeized upon their bodies, and where this | 
but men have healthy, ſtrong and vigorous bodie 
they often meet with other ſufferings; and are expoſe: 
to hunger, thirſt, cold and nakedneſs: which rende 
their lives very much uncomfortable: there, many time: 
they are ſhut up in priſong, immured between ſton 
walls, and are as it were buried while they are aliv 
and are as men forgotten ia the world. All which co 
ſidered, muſt needs render their bodies miſerable whi 
below. | 


| But i in theſe Ns regions, there i is no ſuch evils c 


attack them ; here their condition is extreamly diffs 
rent; no curſe can enter here, and ſuch are all tho 
things I have related, as being only the effects of fi 
: My Sod is uncapable of wg any evil, either of i 
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or ſorrow; but on the contrary, through the grace of 
the bleſſed Son of God, is now become a receptacle both 


of light and g'ory, and ſo ſhall all the bodies of the 
ſaints be likewiſe in their reſurrection- ſtate. 


Another happineſs our bodies ſhall eajoy in the bleſſed 
reſurreQion.- ſtate, is, that they ſhall be truly beautiful. 
And this is none of our leaſt privileges, For below, 
our bodies are but wile bodies, tending to corruption; in 
the grave worms gnaw and feed upon their fleſh, and 
thence proceeds a loathſome ſavour; at the beſt they 
are but houſes of clay, and their foundations 1 is in the duſt 
but here it ſhall be otherwiſe; for the -bodies of the 
ſaints ſhall be freed from innocent infirmities, that were 
inſeparable from Adam in paradiſe, whoſe ſoul united 
to the body was the fountain of the natural ſenſitive 
life, which being in a perpetual flux, there was a neceſ- 
ſity of continual repairs to preſerve his life in vigour 


whereas in this bleſſed ftate, (he body ſhall be fdiritual iz 


its qualities, and the principle of its lite ſupported by 


the ſupernatural power of the ſpirit, without outward 


nouriſhment : and not only ſo, but a ſubſtantial and un- 
fading glory ſhall ſhine in them, infinitely above the pe- 
riſhing pride of this world, and the glory of the fleſh; and 
be made like unto the g/oricus body of Chriſt, who will 
change our vile bodies, that they may be faſhioned like bis 
gherious body ; and this he will do according to the work 


ing of that mighty potber, whereby he is able to ſubdue al 


things to himſelf: this tranſcendent beauty which he will 


vu upon the body, ſhall be the work of his own hands; 


Wa and 
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ower, as the firſt framing 1 it in the womb, 
Another part of our happineſs is, that our bodies ſpall 


nd are as clogs to the ſoul; but in the raiſed ſtate it 
all be otherwiſe : our bodies ſhall be like the chariots 


owls in the aireal heavens - 
Another thing in which our happineſs will very mich 
onſiſt, is, that ohr bodies then (as mine is now) Hall be 


gare; and this is an exceeding privilege ; for tho 
ey ſhoald have all the other fore-mentioned qualities, 


ift, yet if they ſtill were ſinful, it would blemiſh 
U the reſt, and would ſpoil the happineſs we here en- 


Stherwiſe ; our glory Is, that here our werg bodies Gali 
91 , and fettered with temptations, which makes them 
his body of death? But here they ſhall enjoy that bleſſed 
edemption of their bodies, which they wait for there. 


And to conclude, he bodies of the ſaints ſhall, in 
heir reſurs eftion-ſtate he glorious 425 ; ſo glorious, that 


hey ſhall have a near reſemblance to the glorious oP of 
our 


* 


d where omnipotence interpoſes, nothing js difficult, | 
or the beautifying of a' raiſed body, and putting it in- 
d an immortal ſtate of glory, is as eaſy to the divine 


agile bodies, and move. with an inconceivable ſwift- | 
eſs; our bodies while below, are lumpiſh and heavy,. 


Aminidab, and move far ſwifter than Us winged 


Dad be mortal, ſpiritual, impaſſible, beautiful and. 


by in heaven, if fin could enter here. But it is far 


We pure, 12 have no ſpot of fin, at all upon them; 
Below, indeed the bodies of the ſaints are cloged with 


0 cry out, O wretched man? who all deliver me from 


© 
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us, as alſo how it ſhall be wrought: The glorid 


ou vile and corruptible bodies, and make them like unig l 


ſown in ſuch diſponor, ſhall be raiſed in glory: and in th 


have I informed thee briefly, wherein the glo ory and t 


Not that herein, I have ſaid the thouſand part of tha 


and told him, that though I was uncapable (cloathed 


the excellency and reality of heavenly things: which 3 


(43 )_ 
our Bleſſed Redeemer, And this the Aline oracles infor! 


Lamb of Gov, the bleſſed Jeſus, he it is Hall chang 


own glorious body; it is by his power that the ſaints ba 
dies, that by their being turned into corruption, @ 


bleſſed reſurrection - ſtate, all ins more brightly. tha 
the ſun in this triumphaut kingdom of their Father, 


And thus, my ſon, ſaid the great prophet ro m 


happineſs of this bleſſed ſtate, we here enjoy, conſiſt 


which might be further Rill related; nor could you u 
derſtand it, if I ſhould. For there are ſome things het 
that we enjoy, like the white fone, and the new nan 
aubich no one knows, but he that does receive it. 


Epen. The holy prophet having made an end, I hun 
bly thanked him for the information he had given me 


I was, with ſuch a lump of unrefined fleſh) to unde 
ſtand all I have heard, or utter what I ſaw, yet I ha 
ſeen and heard enough, for ever to convince me both « 


the world below, ſo many queſtion, and ſo few believe 
But let it not offend my lord, ſaid I to the prophet, 
f deſire yet further to be reſolved in ſome few things: 
Ehjah. Speak, and 1 will e to give you 6 

. , 
By E. 


Egen. The firſt thing, 1 would humbly aſk, is, ow 


hc bleſſed here, which are but creatures, have ſo 
ect an idea of the incomprehenſible and infinite Three. 
One, to know him % as we ou ſelves are known: as you 


and you ſo? 


Elijab. In ſaying ſo, I did affirm no more than wha, 
he ſacred oracles contain : for the apoſlle of the Gen. 
lies, ſpeaking in the days of his fleſh to them that 
gen inhabited the world below, told them, They then 
UW through a glaſs but darkly : but that in theſe bright 
egrons they Should fee him face to face ; that then him- 
elf knew but tn part, but that when he was once got 


y ſon, ſaid the prophet, theſe words are not to be un- 
lerſtood according to the exactneſs of the expreſſion; 
the ſun that lights the lower world, may as well be 
cluded in a ſmall (park of fire, as the incomprehenfi- 
le and infinite God may be comprehended by our finite 
aculties: for beyond the fulleſt diſcoveries we can poſſi- 
ly make of the Deity, there remains till an intire in- 
Inity of perfections, the knowledge whereof is altoge- 
her unattainable by the moſt inteligent of all thoſe glo- 
ious ſpirits, that are the 'bright and the continual atten- 
lants of the throne : and therefore that expreſſibn, as wwe 
are known, which gave you ſo juſt an occaſion td inquire 
nto the ſenſe of it, is to be taken as a note of fimilitude, 
and not of equality. The dim light of a candle as tru- 
y ſhines as the bright luminary of the day ; but-not with 


he lame extent and ſplendor. And therefore the __ 
0 
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defore affirmed, or elſe it was my weakneſs to miſunder- 


ither, be ſhould know him even.as he avas known, But, 


of what I can ſay to this point, is, "Ig we bane 1 here 
as' perfet a knowledge of the bleſſed God, as created 
beings are capable of . or our own hearts of 
diſiring. . f LY PT kt v2) | 

Bhen. I then returned my bumble thanks to the 


great prophet, and aſſured him, his anſwer had entire- 
ly ſatisfied me, and that I found it was only the deffici- 


ency of my own W that had * him that 


trouble. 


Eli ah, Still you "wiltake ihe ſtate that Fad in, re. 
er the prophet, for there is no ſuch thing as trouble 
here, nor can there be. For the diffuſing of the know- 
ledge of the ver- Seed Ged, and ſetting forth his bright 
eternal excellencies, and the diſplaying of his glory, is 
that which gives the bleſſed here the greateſt ſatis faction 
and delight ; and which wall ever do ſo, ON the 


numerous ages, of eternity. 


Epen. Then, with an air of greater- confidence, L 
told. the holy propher, I had eg: queſtion 125 to aſk 
him. 


Elijah. 'Say on, and I will lber you. 


Eben. I ſaw among the many bleſſed ſouls, I paſſed 
by, as my bright me ſlenger conveyed me to you, ſome 


who appeared to me to ſhine with greater brightneſs than 
tbe others ; which gave me a deſire to be informed, whe. 


ther 'or no there be not — the bleſſed different de- 
grees of glory. | 


Elijah. The tappinels 25 glory which all the 7 


_ fed here enjoy is the reſult of their communion with, 
and love - unto, the ever-bleſſed God, whoſe. beatifical 
\ viſion here, as [I have ſaid before, is the eternal ſpring 
from whence it flows: The more we ſee, the more we 
love; and love aſſimulates our ſouls into the nature of 
the beſſed Object of it; and thence reſults our glory, 
This needs muſt therefor make a difference in the de. 
grees thereof: not as though there were any want of 
love to God, in any of the bleſſed here, for that is im. 
poſlible; there is not one ſoul among the numerious in- 
habitants of this bright region, but what adores and 
loves the emer-bleſed God with all his utmoſt powers 
and faculties, But then it follows, that as thoſe pow- 
ers and faculties are different, their love muſt be ſo too, 
and To their glory. Nor is there any murmuring or re- 
pining in one, to ſee another's glory much greater than iſ 
his own; but God is thereby magnified the more, as 
the eternal ſource of all their happineſs.” Nor can tbere 
be room for. a thought to think it otherwiſe : who can 
complain, when all the faculties of each bleſſed ſoul, is 
ſo repleniſhed with the bright emanations of the Deity, 
that it can hold no more? The ever-Blaſed God is an 
unbounded ocean of light and life, and joy, and hap- 
pineſs, ſtill filling every veſſel that is put therein, till 
it can bald no more; and though the veſſels are of ſeve- 
ral fizes, whilſt each are filled, there is none that can 
complain: Beſides, each bleſſed ſoul is here wrought 
up, not only to an acquieſſence, but even to ſuch a 1a. 
tisfaction and complacency in the divine good pleaſure, Ep 
that all their happineſs conſiſts therein. Thus, though Wer 
the 
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An * 
xe ſtars below are each one glorious, yet ſince they 
of different magnitudes, one flar exceeds another 
ar in glory ; and ſo, as the divine oracles inform you, 
ſhall be in the reſurrection-ſtate. My anſwer there- 
ore to your queſtion, is, that thoſe who have the moſt 
alarged faculties, do love God moſt, and are thereby 
mulated moſt in his likeneſs, which is the higheſt 
lory heaven can give. Nor let this ſeem, ſtrange 
> you, for even amongſt God's 
he bleſſed angels, there are diverlities of orders, and 
iferent degrees of glory. And theſe perhaps were 
ome of thoſe you ſaw, as you paſſed hither. | 
Whilſt I was thus . diſcourſing with the holy prophet; 
nd with delight heard the ſolution of thoſe doubts that 
deſired to be reſolved. in, a ſhining form approached 
ne, ſaying, How ! Epenetus here. | 


I was ſurprized to hear my name thus mentioned, and 


Farning ſuddenly about, ſoon perceived it was the no- 


le Junius, my 
d me. | | | 

Fun, Dear Epenetus, I am glad to ſee you in theſe 
lefled regions; but am ſurpriſed” to ſee you here not 
et diveſted of mortality. Inftru& me, friend, by what 
means you came hither; and''alſo how it was you ob- 
zined this privilege; for the unuſualneſs of ſuch a 
hing is that which makes me ſo inquiſitiye. 


late deceaſed friend; who thus accoſt- 


. I was ſo over. joyed to ſee one of my * 5 
quaintance, and one with whom I had been ſo familiar 
Bg : in 


ing /miniſters, 


in the world, that I eſſayed to embrace him in my arm: 
which he refuſed, telling me mildly, he had ſome tir 
| ago laid down his body, which he had left below, ref 
ing in hope until the reſurrection; and that though he wi 
ſtill indeed a ſubſtance, yet it was an immaterial one, not 
to be touched by mortals, 


But how came you, (ſaid he again more earneſtly). te 
be brought hither in your mortal and unchanged body 
Epen. I then related to him what I before had ſpoker 
to Elijah, and told at large in the 12333 introductio 
to this viſion, of my temptation and deliverance. 

Jun. Well, Epenetus, ſaid the noble Junius, I ſe: 
then there was need enough of ſuch a lecture as I gay: 
order to be ſet on foot in the poor world below, afte 
my death, to evidence the being of a Deity, againit 
ſort of men, far worſe than thoſe in hell, who both be 
lieve the being of a God, and tremble at his. juſtice 
But you, my friend, continued he, who had fo lovy 
made a profeſſion of his truth, and had ſuch great ex 


| perience of his goodneſs, that you ſhould after all be 


„brought to queſtion his being and exiſtance, was indeed 
ſomething more than ordinary; and what I hard] 
could have ever thought; and gives me freſh . occaſions 
to adore the ever-bleef; God, who through his abun. 
dant goodneſs has noy delivered me from all thoſe ſnare: 
- the enemy of ſouls , was laying for me; and thus pre 
ſerved me to his heavenly kingdom: bleſſed for ever k 
his holy name. | 


"The ede FAA ng heard" whit my friend Js 


LY 


nis 
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nius is ſaid, told me,he now would leave me to my friend, 
and ere I was aware, the prophet winged away, who 
having left us, I addreſſed myſelf thus to my noble 


friend. 


Epen. I could not doubt, ſaid L my deareſt Junius; 
but that you were one of the bleſſed inhabitants of thjs 
happy region; for fuch a \bright and flaming zeal, as 
that which in the world made thee. fo eminent, muſt 
needs meet with à ſuitable reward. 


Jun. O Epenetus, anſwered he, wert thou'but once 
diveſted of mortality, thou wouldeſt have other thoughts 
than what thou haſt : thou wouldeſt then ſee how inti- 
nitely ſhort they fall of meriting the leaſt reward, that 
in the world below have done their utmoſt ; and that it 
is only grace free and unmerited, that brings the ſaints to 
glory, For heaven 1s purchaſed at no other price than 
that of the Redeemer's precious blood: - whoſe dying 
love and whoſe redeeming mercy, is ſo uſpeakably, lo 
vaſtly great, eternity will ſcarce ſuffice to utter it. 


Epen. Well, ſaid I, worthy Junius 


Jun. Call me not worthy (ſaid he i interrupting me) 
for none are worthy here, but he that fits upon the 
throne, and the bleſſed Lamb of God: and to aſcribe 
all glory unto him, is here a great part of our happineſs ; 
for there are myriads of ſaints and angels round the 
throne, continually crying with a loud, but yet melo» 
dious voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to recei vue 
fer, and riches, and wiſdom, and frrength, and bonour, 

3 6 ans 
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(-50 ), 
and glory and bleſſing. No, no, 8 he) my Epe- 


netus, here is no aſeribing any thing to creatures; here 


they that wear the brighteſt crowns, caſt them before 
the throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive 
| glory, and honour and power. 


Epen. Dear Junius, bear wich me, 410 1, a little, 
becauſe I am till clogged with mortality: O that I 
were but once diveſted of it! that I with thee might ec 
the great Three-One, and ſeeing be transformed into his 
likeneſs, which (as I have heard the bleſſed Yah tell) is 
the completion of all bappinels. 4 


Jun. My dear Epenetus, (replied Junius, with an 
air compoſed of love and ſweetneſs) the beatific. viſion 
is that which does indeed compleat our happineſs; and 
fills our ſouls with love and joy that is inexpreſible; and 
which is only known by them that feell it. But you 


-muft know, my Epenetus, the ſtrongeſt and the moſt 


” enlarged faculties of the bright entelligences here, can 
bear but little of thoſe radient effluxes of divine glory, 
they are ſo overcoming: for there are no compariſon be- 
| tween the moſt capacious of created beings, and the in- 
effable glory of the great Creator 


Epen, O noble Junius, I replied, I dy believe 
what you have ſaid: but yet methinks I am willing to 
> know all [-can, of that which I can never knotv enough 
of. And ſince I know there is nothing more delight- 
ful, than to be always exerciſed in the diſplaying of 
the glory of the great Author of our bappineſs ; deny 
not deareſt Junius, to vour friend for ſuch you Know [ 
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P 
erer was and am) the ſatisfaction- of hearing from your 
lips, the mighty wonders of divineſt love; that I may 
join with you to ſing his praiſe: diiplay thoſe myſteries 
of his providence, which to ſthe world below are all 
dark, but in your now enlarged ene are ſeen 
in their true light, 


Jun. The praiſes of the divine Majeſty, 01 my dear 
Epenetus, will be the mighty ſubject of our ſong thro? ' 
all the ages of eternity; in which both ſaints and angels 
join together, and make up one great chorus—And 
therefore that which you have aſked of me, I will gladly 
undertake, that you may ſee, by that which he has gone, 
that he alone is worthy of your love, and of thoſe praiſ- 
es we aſcribe unto him. For the moſt ardent love of all* 
the bleſſed angels here, is nothing elſe bar the reflection 
of his love to us: for he that lay in, Love's own bo- 
ſam, tells us, V love him becauſe he firſt loved us. 
Since therefore, my- dear Epenetus, the love of God to 
us, 3s the foundation of our love to him, let me preſent 
you fit with an idea of his love to us, and the advan- 
tages that we receive thereby, which are ſo very many, 
they are paſt reckoning up, the mighty ſum exceeding. all 
arithmetic can count.— But that I may, as you were in- 
timating, ſet- things 1 in a true light, I will firſt ſhew you 
how much we owe his love and goodneſs, for all his 
free and undeſerved favours voucbſafed to us in the 
world below. And therefore to begin: | | 


In the world below, we owed unto his coodnele no 


leſs than all the goods we were poſſeſſed of; all that 
we wer?, and all that we enjoyed was wholly 2 
7 | im 

1 * 


5 <q. $2 ) | . me 
bim: For it wwas FR that made us. and not we ourſelves 1 por 
and we were in his hands ſo like the clay that is in the | anc 

epotter's, he might have made us any other creature: on 

- Nay more, we were ſo much that negative from whence J ver 
we were extracted, that had he pleaſed, he might for | fha 
ever haye left ug to that firſt nothing from whence we || fhe 
had our bling, Needs muſt his love then be the firſt rie: 

And original fountgin-bleſſin ; all other bleſſings being me 
but as conduit-pipes, by which he does convey his love Ane 
unto us; and he that ſees not that, is blind. Perhaps | has 

a man pets applauſe by his wiſdom, and through his {or 

| Induſtry he heaps pp treaſures ; but was it not from | no! 

God he had that wiſdom? And did not he both give | cili 

and proſper all his hoaſted induſtry ? Sure Ggd as much | fic 

| 2 us all we enjoyed, as he that gives a bepgar a thou- mi 
and pound, gives him his food and raiment, and all Jof 

that  thouſgnd pound, can help him to, and which he | we 


had been Scherwiſe without. hal 

But then, beſides all theſe more obvious pucſent 0 
of his bounty, there are many things which in the int 
world below we were delivered ' from, that do a yo 


much enhance, the value of the divine goodneſs to us; fn 
which, although perhaps lefs conſpicuous, are no leſs the 
[ prized bv thoſe below, whom want of them makes ſen. int 
| fible<of their true value. Should I, my Epenetus, but de 
| lead your thoughts unto the  gallies, and ſhew-you there | 
thoſe wretched captives thaf lie chained unto their oars, * 

F Expeaſed to all the mĩſeries and hardſhips of a tempeſtuous 40 
* pd yer do, through the barbarous uſage that they 
meet 


Ty 


Je 


Pa 12h 


| meet with on the chore, leſs fear the ocean, than any | 
wer ; port, ſave death: or ſhould 1 draw the cuttains of fick 


— 


1 the | and dying men, and open to you that ſad ſcene of ſorrow, 
are: | on which ſo many pine and languiſh by diſtempers, ſo 
ence very grievous to be borne, that death is rather to be choſe 
for | than life: or ſhould I bring you to the hoſpitals, and 
we | ſhew you there the various ſhapes. of human mife. 
firſt ties; would you not, my deat Epenetus; think it a 
ing | mercy worth acknowledging, to be delivered from them? 
ove and ought we not to prize that divine goodneſs, who. 
aps bas thus made us differ, and freed us from thoſe various 
his | forts of miſeries to which io many mortals are expoſed: 
om not but ſometimes his wiſdom ſees it meet to exer- 
ive | cile his own* beloved children with long continued 
uch | fickneſs and ſharp pains; and other outward. great cala- 
ou- | mities : but this, my Epenetus; is ſtill à farther evidence 
all J of love, and that he might preſerve them from the far | 
he | worſe contagion of their fins; or eure them of the evil 
| Habits which they had contracted. Have you not ſeen, 
my Epenetus, (when in the world below) a tender mo- 
* ther apply a painful cauſtick ic the heck of her beloved 
"| infant, when threatened with an apop/exy? And have 
* you not coneluded from it ſhe thinks the trouble of an 
as iſſue an infetiot evil to convultion fits ? ſo when we ſes 
ls | the ever bleſſed God, our heavenly Father; does ſend 
88 infirmities and eroſſes, to reſcue thoſe he loves from ui - 
at der fin's dominion, .we ſafely may conclude; he thinks} 
0 affliction a far leſs evil than the guilt of fin; finde he isf 
by too wiſe and too-indulgent a Phyſician, to cure with i 
4 ſach-a remedy as ſhall be worſe than the deſeale, ._ 
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© You may remember, Epenetus, that God by Moſes 
gives the Iſraelites a caution, leſt proſperity (which is fo 
apt to make men forget all but their enjoyments) ſhould 
make any of them ſay in their heatts, My powwer, and 
the might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth, but on 
the contrary, commands them to remember the Lord 
| their God, for it is he. that gives them power to get 
|” avealth, And there was need enough. of ſuch a caution; 
for we were too apt to forget that God gaw# us our corn, 


and our wine, and our oil. 2 
The divine goodneſs exceedingly recommends the 
advantagedufneſs ©f his love to us, in that whilſt we 
Were below; he gave us To. great earneſt of ſpiritual 
| $0605, and of expected Joys, that made even that 
| "earneſt large enough to ſubſiſt upon with comfort, and 
Which feally out-valued and far tranſcended all thoſe 
momentary pleaſures it required us to forſake, to keep 
bþ/a title to eternäl one. 
But though the mercies that the ever Bleſid God be- 
ſtowed upon us in the lite below, were both. ſo many 
and ſo great, as made it a fit theme to ptaiſe him for in 
heaven; yet is his love of a more laſting date than any 


| © ics, nor like (the uſual cuſtorn of our friends below,) 
ee ws to our graves, and leaves us: ue, Epene- 
„ 079008 love appears moſt bright, when our dark eyes 
ae; and then cleaves cloſeſt to the fool, when 
e {o: {es the body; gives each blefſed faint that ar- 
e tre, gobd ground to ſay of him, what Naomi did 
£ 17 2 once 


g 


ig thst is in the lower world: it dbes not with our 


11 


. „ee 


| living 


we here ſcarcely count amongſt our joys; that heaven is 


that we poſſeſs. does as much diſappoint our expectati 
ons, as in fruitions in the world below; the einptineſsf 


is wont to do. 


ſenſe, but are ſublime enough even to tranfcend imagt- 
nation. For whatſoever our fancy formed below; as the 


greater, plainly evince, came ſhort of what we find 
Heaven is a ſoil, whoſe fruitfulneſs is fo confined to Joy 
that even our diſappointments and miſtakes, when it 
the world below, do here contribute to our happineſ 


once of Boaz, that be hath not left off his kindngſi ts 1 
to the dead. And therefore, Now indeed Wl 


(ſays our great Saviour's happy favorite) ate ave the ſont 
of God; and it doth not yet" appear what we ſhall ber but 
ave know, duben he ſhall appear, ve ſhall be like bim. 
And what that is, is how my preſent theme, * 


It is the love of God, the ever-bleſſed Gos, ny 
Epenetas, that gives us this admiſſion into heaven; 
heaven, the bright ſeat of ſo much happineſs, that 


the ſeat of them. And here the excellency of the things 


For you have already heard the ape 
file tell us, Eye hath not feen, nor tar heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man, the things «which Gad 

hath prepared for them that love him. Arid now, my 
Epenetus, our own experience tells us ſo: thoſe pure re 


fined delights, that we enjoy, not only ſtoop not ' untt 


moſt perfect ideas, and moſt abſtracted notions of com 
pleat happineſs, our own more happy experience off 


which does ſo much partake of his immenſicy, whe 
gift it is, thar' « even the ſacred oracles . guy 
Srl bh. ba, 


but a negative diſcription of it; ; and does not only re- 
move our thoughts from all that we enjoyed Wn but 


does exalt them above whatever we could fancy there. 


Nor wall you wonder Epenetus, that it ſhould be ſo, 
if you will but conſider, that here our faculties are not 
only gratified with ſuitable and acceptabe objects, but are 
ſo heightened and enlarged, that our capacities are both 


increaſed and filled. You know that in the world be- 


low, a child not yet releaſed out of the homely priſon of 
the womb, can there have no ideas of thoſe delights, 
which by the pleaſing noiſes and the glittering objects 
that will preſent themſelves to him after his birth, wil be 


afforded him. 


»mblems finely drawn and painted, yet he cannot ima- 
gine what pleaſures the ſame objects will afford him, 
when age and ſtudy ſhall have ripened his intellectuals, 

ind made him capable- of underſtanding the excellent 
moralities couched in thoſe curious emblems. Such , 
double advantage, Epenetus, among others, the admiſ- 
fion into theſe ſacred manſions, brings to all thoſe to 
whom that bleſſing is vouchſafed, For beſides that ſet 
pf objects, if I may ſo ſpeak, ſo new and fo peculiar 
to this place, that their ideas could never once enter 
into their thoughts before they were admitted hither; 


beſides this, our now enlarged capacities enable us, even 
n objects not altogether unknown to u before, to per- 


thivgs formerly undiſcerned, and. derive thence 
goth new and greater ſatisfaction and delight. 
* Wonder 


->, 


* 


And the ſame child, whilſt he continues 
in his non- age, though he may with delight look upon 
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Wonder not, my Epenetus, that in deſcribiag of 
theſe glorious. things, I uſe expreflions you have not 
been heretofore uſed to hear, ſince my bright theme 
is more above our praiſes, than this bleſſed region is a- 
bove the earth, For though my language may ſeem 
tumid and aſpiring, yet ſeeming hyperbotes may well 
be uſed in the deſcription of felicities, which makes 
the moſt hy perbolies but ſeeming ones; for the joys of 
heaven appear (like what the ſtars do to the world be- 
low, by reaſon of their remotneſs from them) extremly 
little: though really in themſelves they are ſo vaſt, 
that a leſs than the largeſt is much greater than the 
biggeſt object upon earth; nay, than the whole earth 
itſelf. And therefore, Epenetus, I endeavour (confi. 
dering you are ſtill clothed ith mortality) to give you 
an account of- * heavenly things, by repreſentations 
tranſcending what they appear to you, that I/ may 
thereby give you notions leſs inferior to what they tru- 
ly are. 


For here, my . the | bleſſed enjoy happineſs 
enough to rectify all thoſe miſtaken notions we bad 
formed to ourſelves of it below: we are inſtructed here 
both how to name and rate all the felicity which we 
poſſeſs, which is made up of the confiuenices of perfecti - 
on, and perpetuity of all true joys: being made 
happy, (unlike to what phitoſophy pretends to do) not 
dy the confinement, but full fruition of our-utmoſt de- 
fires, which neither fail in the choice of their objects, | 
nor miſs i in the. enjoyment of them ; bur are unerring- 


ly 


"x 


ly juſt, and infallibly accompliſhed. vs we not only 
ſee, but are made like thoſe bleſſed ſaints we in the 


world below ſo much admired. Thoſe ſpirits of juf 80 
men made perfect, of which the divine oracles hel F 
told us, are here our conſtant and familiar company, in- os 
to whoſe bleſſed ſociety we are not only welcome, but oo 
increaſe it. Here Jikewiſe we behold thoſe Slorious * 
ſpirits, whoſe nature does inyeſt them with ſo dright all © 
luſtre, that all the diſadvantage their diſguiſes gave Hs 
them, when they appeared to us below, would ſcarce 12 
ſuffice to hinder us from n them the yo of our N 
adoration, 55 


But above all, we here behold, my Epenetus, (à J tha 
light worthy the dying for) that Slg Lamb of God the 
ain from the world's foundation in tbe divine decree, —_ 
that g/orious Saviour, of whom the ſcriptures does fo 

much and excellently entertain us; and who having 
done and ſuffered ſo much for us, does ſo highly de- 
ſerve of us, both upon the ſcore of his infinite perfec- lon 
tions, and upon the account of his ineſtimable benefits, I 72" 
Ves Epenetus, here we behold that holy and divine I rie 
, perſon, who, when he did vouchſafe to pitch his tent iſ me 
among the ſons of men, below, and dwell with them I the 
on earth, thereby to fit them by his, merits and example the 
to dwell with him in heaven, did in ſo admirable a t 
manner, mix an awful majefly with an bumble meck- | lin 
neſi, and the aſſumed infirmities of his human nature, (W 
with the corruſcations of his divine: expreſſing 1 in bis lik 
whole life ſo petfect and examplary a virtue, with ſo 

* much 


oe 


(59.9 
much ſweetneſs and getitleneſs towards thoſe_ that were 
aſpirers to it, though they came moſt ſhort of it, that 
even the Jews: themſelves could ſay of him, That be 
had done all things abell; nay more, his very enemies, 
that were employed to apprehend him as a malefector, 
confeſſed to thoſe that ſent them ſo to do, that never 
mai ſjohe like him. But there, my Epenetus, this. 
Bled Sen of Gad was inthe form of a ſervants which PF 
de put on, that he might Yer for us, and exerciſe his 

prieffly and prophetic fundion in the world below: 
but here we fee him in that regal ſtate and condition 
that belongs to him, by virtue of his kingly office, on 
the account whereof he is ſtiled, The King - of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, all power and authority being inveſt- 
in him, both in heaven and earth, encompaſſed with 
ſuch radient majeſty and ſhining ſplendor, that we may 
well efteem him, what the great evangelic prophet 


long ſince called him, the admirable. For here our 


raviſhed ſouls by an attentive contemplation of his glo- 
ries, ſtill find more cauſe to imitate the ſpouſe in Solo- 
mon's miſtic epithalamium, who havibg dwelt upon 
the beauty of the ſeveral excellencies that concurred to 
the accompliſhing tbe divine Bridegroom, breaks out in- 
to this exclamation, J is altogether lovely l His ſpark - 
ling eyes appear, in his exalted glory on the throne, 
(What the beloved diſciple long ſince repreſented them) 
like flames of ative. fire, and does into the raviſhed - 
breaſts. of the, bebolders, Bt flames as pure, as, holy, 


an, ax deathleſs, as what the ſeraphims themſelyes MM 
conſiſt of. And roy Epenetus, dee the divine ora- 


cles 
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les do ature "A as I have faid already, It never entir- 
ed into the heart of man to conceive what God has here 
reſerved for thoſe that love him : that glory can be but 
imperfectly expreſſed by the bare epithet of inconceive- 
able, with which the bleſſed God rewards the meretori- 


' ous ſufferings and obedience of the only begoten Son fi 


his love, for whoſe ſake he is pleaſed. ty confer on 
all the numerous company of his ele&. ſuch unima- 
ginable glories. He that vouchſafes unto ſo may of 
his ſervants a brightneſs, like that of the ſtars, you 
cannot but think, Epenetus, does communicate a far 
more radient luſtre to the Son of righteouſnes; al- 
though your preſent mortal ſtats denies you to behold 
the brightneſs of his glory. , 


— But all this glorious: greatneſs of our Bleſſed n 
er, does yet not make his kindneſs leſs familiar, but on- 
ly more obliging: for he diſdains not, even after his 
aſſenſion hither, to ſay, Bebold I tand at the door and 
mock; if any man hear my voice, and open the door, 1 
 avill come in to him, and will ſup with him, and he with 
me. And that King in the parable, by whom our %%%. 
ed Lord is repreſented, is pleaſed himſelf to welcome 
each individual truſty fervant, with a ante! Well done 
good and SRrar ſervant. 


Wonder not, Epenetus, that I ſeem ſo folickous to 
give you an account of the high dignity and ſuper-emi- 
nent felicity of our exalted Saviour, and that the bright 


wo 'of bbc, is now | uncapable of ſuffering e- 
elipſes, 


| n 
ellpſes, but fhines with an unclouded and unequalled 
ſplendor; and that I know I ſee jeſus, who (as the au- 
thor to the Hebrews ſpeaks) was made a little lower 
than the - angels, crowned with glory and honour. For 
it makes heaven to be more heaven to me to find him 
reigning here, who ſuffered ſo much for me in the 
world below. And our Redeemer's happineſs which is 
ſo gteat, and ſo ineffable, brings an increaſe to ours ac- 
cording to the ardency of our love to him. Nay fur- Þ 
ther, Epenetds, let me add, though our joys are here 
ſo great, they do not need endearing eircumſtances, yet 
does it make our happineſs more happy, as it is a proof 
of our Rede mer love, as it is a donative of his bounty. | 


If it was matt er of rejoicirgto the diſgraced apoſtles, * 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name, 
how much, think you, is their joy, now they are ad- 
mitted ro reign with him? His having fupported the 
bardſhips and toils, to which the afflicted condition of 
our mortality was expoſed, did ſo much alleviate them, 
and refreſh us under them, that even in this ſenſe alſo 
it might be truly ſaid, The chaſtiſement of dur peace 
was upon hin, and with his Aripes We ary healed. 


But can yolpehink, Epenetus, that ke, that has re- 
lieved us even by his croſs, does not do more. for us by 
his crown? Here he not only does admit, but eyen does 
invite each faithful ſervant to no leſs a bleſſing than to 
enter into his Maſter's joy. So rich a ſource of tappi- 
neſs did Chrift make himſelf to us, in all his capacities 
and conditions, that 1 in earth, and 9 it was and is 
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miſeries by his ſufferings, or increaſe our happineſs by 
his felicity. 


HFaving thus treated of the happineſs of thoſe cieleſs 
tical manſians, reſulting from the beatific feght of our 
W redeeming. Lord, the crown of all our bleſſedneſi, I 
now procced to tell you, Epenetus, what you perhaps 
may kave obſerved already, that here we do not on! 
ſee our elder brother, Chrift, but alſo our friends, kin- 
dred and relations, that in the world below lived in his 
fear, and died in his favour; which is a large addition 
to our happineſs, Nor do we only know our friends, re. 
7 lations and contemporaries, but all the ſaints that lived 
in all the ages of the world. Thus though Elijah 
(whom I found diſcourſing with you) lived in the world 
below, long time before the bleed Mefiah was made 
Leb, yet you no ſooner ſaw, then you ſtraight knew 
him; and ſo you will do Adam alfo, when you ſee him. 
Nor can I think this a new notion to you, ſince you 
might long ago have-learnt it from the ſacred oracles : 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf having told us, not only 
| that /e children of the ręſurrection Gall be like the an- 
| gels, (whe in the viſions both of the prophet. Daniel, 
and the apoſlle John, appear to be acquainted with 
each other) but alſo" in the parable of the miſerable 
rich man and the happy beggar, the father of the 
faithful is repreſented as knowing not any the perſon 
and preſent condition. but alſo the paſt Rory of Laza. 
rous: And the Ra to the Gentiles did (when in the 
Þ world 


his gracious and conſtant employ ment, to Hare our 
grieſi, or te impart to us his joy; and either leſſen our 
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world below) expetk his converted and pious Theſſalo - 
nians to be his crowns at that great day, when they 
having turned many to righteouſneſs, ſhall (as the be» 
loved Daniel tells us) cor for a flar likes an immorta} 

rightne/s: and I am ſure, my Epenetus, you have of. 
n read of the traniſguration of the bleſſed Redremer 
in the holy Mount, where Moſes and Elijah were 
liſcourſing with him; and then you cannot forget how 
readily the three diſciples knew them: this was no o- 
ther bat a type of - heaven, where all the ſaints are 
known to one another. Think you our knowledge 
here is leſs than that Which Adam had in his firſt. tate 
of innocence? And yet you know' that Adam- knew 
Eve his wife when ſhe was firſt brought to him and 
old her, ſhe was Gone of his bone, and flelb of his fleſh. 
But what need further inſtance ? your own experience 
has already told you that it is ſo: and were you but 
diveſted of mortality, as in a few days you will, you 
will find it with/far greater evidence. 


; 


But let me ſhew. you my dear Epenetus, the great 
advantage that the knowledge of each other bere, does 
bring to all the bleſſed, 


Here it is, the bleſſed dwell in a0 uninterupted per- 
ſect union and .communion with God and with each 0. 
ther ; but without knowledge, can be no agtcement; | 
and without agreement mo communion ;| and where ' 
there is no communion, there is no happineſs; ſo that 
to think we did not know each other here, would be 
to think us ſhort of happiaels. Here Epenetus, be 
R . | n 


| the firifteſt band of nature, 
to the ſame heavenly Father, and unto Jeſus Chrift 
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Seel afenbly of the id born, as they receive de. 


happineſs from the bright viſion of the ever-blefed 
God, ſo they communicat . the pureſt pleaſure to each 
other, an unfeigned ardent love uniting all that pure 
ſociety. On earth; our love was kindled either from 


| ſome natural relation, or other civil tye; or elſe on 
the account of ſome viſible excellencies, that render a 


perſon worthy our choice and friendſhip ; but here, 


our reaſons are far greater, and the degrees of love in- i 
| comparably more fervent ; for in this ſupernatural Rate, 
The bleſſed 


all. carnal alliance and reſpects do ceaſe. 
apoſtle, even hen on earth, told us; NF be had known 
Chrift. after the fleſh, he knew him ſo no more. Por by 
the reſurrection and aſcenſion of our b/:ffed Lord, he 
was tranſported into another world, and had cemmunion 
with him as an heavenly King, without low regards to 
the temporal privilege of converſing with him on earth. 
Our ſpititual relation is more near and permanent then 
Here we have all relation 


the Prince 'of. peace, and head of our happy fraterni- 
ty. The principal motives of love, even on earth, are 
«the. inherent excellencies of a perſon! ' #i/dom, holineſs, 


We £09dne/s, fidelity, are mighty attractives to aſſections, and 
bf produce a more intimate confederacy of ſouls, than 
1 propinquity in nature, or. any other carnal reſpects. 


Virtue is amiable in an old petſon. though wrinkl- 
ed and deformed; and vice is hurtful in a young perſon. 


eee clearer v than _ of. Help, a purer 
. | " 


— 


light than what is ſenſible, a diviner beauty than aha: 
13 ee and a nobler love than what is ſenſual; 
which made the royal prophet declare, That all his 
delight was in the execellent. 
has its allays below. For their are relicks of frailty in 
the beſt of men there, and ſome blemiſhes that render 
But here the image of god is 
compleat, by the union of all- the glorious virtues re- 
| quiſite to its perfection; and every bleſſed ſoul agrees 
in them. ever durable; a beauty that darts flo contagi- lo 
Jous fires : a beauty that 3 is enn, and cannot ſuffer | 


them leſs amiable. 


injury. 


The . true worth of the fait betow is very little vi- 
fible, the leaſt part of it being ſeen : the earth is fruit» 
ful in its Plants: and flowers, but its riches are in mines 
of preacious metal, and veins pf marble hidden in its 
boſom. True grace appears in ſenſible actions; but its 
their excellencies ate in open 
view, the glory of the bleſſed God is revealed in them: 
and ah! how attractive is the divine likeneſs to an ho- 
ly eye! how does it raviſh me to ſee my fellow-ſaints 
ſhining. with an, immortal lovelineſs! and their love is 
reciprocal, proportionable to the cauſe of it, 
conſtant flame is here preſerved by pure materials, 
Here every one is perfectly amiable, and perfectiy en- 
amoured with each other. And O! how happy is this 
ſtate of love! Well might the Pſalmiſt break out into 
that rapture, Behold, how good. and pleaſont it is for | 
N e to devell together in unity ! Had he then ſeen 


glory is within. 


here 
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| Fa happy union which he. now here enjoys W all 
the faithful ones. 


Love is the beauty and ftrength 
of all ſocieties, end the great pleaſure of our lives be · 
low. How excellent then muſt the joy be of the bleſſ- 
ed here, who witneſs the accompliſhment of what our 
Saviour prayed for; when on earth] That they may be 
one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that thiy 
alſo may \be. one in us, The bleſſed God is abſolutely 
one in his glorious nature and will, and therefore is un- 
alterably happy; and the inviolable unity of the ſaints 
love, is the bright ray of the eſſential unity between the 


- ſacred perſons. Here love effectively transforms one 
ſoul into another, and makes the glory of each ſaint . 
= redound to the joy of all. Such is the power of this 
cleſtial fire, where we burn, it melts and mixes ſouls Þ 
in ſuch an inter-union, that by complaiſance and an in- 


timate joy, the bleſſedneſs of all is as it were proper 


to every one, as if every one were placed in the hearts 


of all, and all in the hearts of every one. And ſure 
where ther is love like this, all needs muſt be delight. 


And how can it be otherwiſe? ſince in this bleiled ſo- Ji 
| Ciety, there is a continual giving, receiving and return - 


ing of love and joy, with mutual reciprocations of en- 


ix dearment; and their converſation and intercourſe is þ 
N raviſhing. Think, Epenetus. what an entertainment 


of love and joy there is, in the preſence and diſcourſes 
of dear friends below: how do their mutual aſpect, 
like a chain compoſed of ſpirits luminous and active, 


N _ faſten and draw their ſouls to dne another? And though 
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here be no friendſhip on the earth without allays, yet 
he felicity of love conſiſteth in their converſation. But 


n here; and whatſoever is an allay, occaſioned by 
nen's folly or their weakneſs, is all aboliſhed here. The 
; be Pleſſed here with overflowing of affections, recount the 
ivine benefits; and all thoſe admirable - methods, 
hereby the life of grace was, firſt begun, preferved 
nd carfied on, amidſt temptations ; the ſacceflion of 
nercies, in the time of our hopes, and the conſuma- 
jon of all, in this time of our enjoyment. Have you 
ot yet heard, Epenetus, the melody which both ſaints 
ad angels make about the "throne ? and how they all 


wing and enjoying him; when they might have been 
the loweſt order in the whole ſphere of beings :- for 
s-compaſſionate care and providence over them in the 
orld ; but eſpecially for his ſovereign and ſingular mer- 
y, in electing them to be veſſels of honour; and for 
| ſo- fi powerful grace, in reſcuing them. from the cruel 
urn* ſnd ignominious bondage of fin : for his free love, that 


en- ſlſtified them from all their guilt, by the death of his 


e is flaly Son, and has now glorified them with himſelf. 


nent Ne are never weary, Epenetus, of this delightful ex- 
irſes freiſe, but continually bleſs him for his, mercy that en- c 


ect, pres for ever. Yea, the winged cherubims and ſera- 


tive, IÞims about the throne, ery one to another to expreſs 


wgh feir zeal and joy, in celebrating his eternal purity and 
870 8 i " Bye. 


rhatſoever is comendable in friendſhip, is in perfecti- 


oncur in their thapkſginings to God, for making of 
em reaſonable creatures, ſuch as are capable both of 


i , diſcern how. exquiſitely the ſeveral parts of ſcript 


_ power, oy the glory of his goodneſs. And O ht 
unſpeakable is the 1 9 of this comfort! every ſo 


being harmonious, and contributing his part to the 


muſic of heaven. O could the world below but he u_ 
the echo of thoſe ſovgs wherewith the heavens abo on 
Teſound, thoſe ſongs wherewith the ſaints do here 5 | 
umph, in the juſt'praiſe and: ſolemn adoration of x 


King of ſpirits, how would it Inflame their defires to 
joined with them! 


But beſides all that happineſs that does bel ac 
to us by the knowledge of our friends, kindred : 
relations, and that which does reſult from that comm 
nion we have here with God, and with each other: im} 


is to me, my Epenetus, a mighty happineſs I here Mot o 
joy, in underſtanding ſatisfactorily all thoſe deep i bat 
-obſcure myſteries of religion, which the profoun lo, t. 


rabbies of the world below were not aſhamed to off 
they could not fully comprehend, but after all the 
and induſtry of their moſt anxious enquiries, were 
- * duced to fit down with the great apoſtle, Rom. 11. 4 
in 'admiration of that depth, whoſe bottom they e 
never fathom. And I acknowledge that it is to me 
mighty pleaſure, that here I underſtand thoſe obſch 
paſſages of the ſacred oracles which notwithſtandi at m 
all that bold critics and learned expoſitors have fi: ge 
tempted to illoſtrate, do to the world below remain 
ſtill ; nor can it well be otherwiſe, becauſe they canfj, 
lainte 
are fitted to the leveral times, perſons, and occurrence co: 
when 


* . 


OY 
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Pein their all-fore- ſeeing Author intended moſt to 
them: all which are obvious to us here.; and con- 
ently we diſcern a perfect harmony between thoſe 
J. that in the world below ſeemed molt at variance. 
, Epenetus, we have clearly expounded to us thoſe. 
les of providence, . which have but too often tempt- 
ren good men upon earth to queſtion God's conduct 
he goverment of the world ; whilſt the calamities 
perſecutions of virtue and innocence ſeem approved 
him, who accumulates proſperity on their criminal 
ers. Here we are thoroughly convinced, that all 
ſeeming irregularities which the heathens thought 
Y impuce to the giddy Whimſies of a female deity, 


ere ¶ pot oaly conſiſtent with the divine juſtice and good- 
eep i bat are productions of it. And though ſuch a be- 
foundſao, to intelligent perſons in the world below, ſeem 


eat piece of ſelf-deniel, yet here it does appear as 
nable, as there they find it difficult. Bildad, Job's 


were ind comforter, has told us, They that live upon the 
11. are but of yeflerday, and know nothing, becauſe 
hey & Jays there, are but a ſhadew: and the ſhortneſs of 


o Mee: tranſitory lives not permitting them to continue 
enough ſpectators there, to ſee above a ſcene or 
Nat moſt, of that great play acted by mankind- on 
tage: of the world, it is no wonder that they are 
to harbour fineſter thoughts of the contriver of a 
neither the beginning nor end whereof they are 
criptainted with, But when once the whole of the 
rrendjne conduct in the adminiſtration of things ſhall be 
when © ©, * + 558 5 diſcloſed, 


- ticular. O Epenetus, I have ſeen towards my ſeli 


diſcloſed, as . it is, all thoſe revolutions and ct 
rences of empires, ſtates,” families, and particular 


ſons, which mortals are ſo prone to quarrel wit al Sn 
low, do-here to-us appear ſo juſt, ſo requiſite and Y 


"ſociable, that thoſe very things, that while we we 
earth tempted ut to deny God, do here engage 
pfraiſe him: and indeed, we are not ſo properly ſatis 
as raviſhed, with the beauty of his providence. . 
But, *Epenetus, beſides this general -pzovidenc: 
God, of whoſe adorable wiſdom, on the conduct whi 
I have been ſpeaking; we are here eſpecially tranſg; 
ed with wonder and gratitude, at thoſe diſcoverigg, 
the divine goodneſs, which he is pleaſed to ma 
the reaſons of this diſpenſation towards each one in 


only the neceſſity and juſtice, but even the mere 
neſs of thoſe very afflictions that I once (when 
earth] imputed to his ſeverity; and I am now fully 
vinced, no ſtroke I met_ with in the world below, Jus tea 
du can tell my Epenetus, that there I met withſſ;;{e} 
Dy, as well as great afflictions] either came ſooner 0flihat 1 
heavier, or ſtaid longer, than thy ocealion that ext 
it, exacted. apac 
And 1 am ſatisfied, my . were never diſaf : and 
ol, but to ſecure. my title to better things than wiſmake, 
hoped for. Nor was my ihtreſt (or What at leÞwaiſe 
thought then to be ſo) ever prejudiced, but | wh& kno 
was more to the advantage of What was truly fog ple 
Yes, Epevetus,. all that unwelcome darkneſs, t appy 
earth ſurrounded my -pur-blind underſtanding, is ſyg.q. 
vaniſhed, and did ſo; at the beſt dawning of this b Pee, 


, * 
bs, 
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age qere, Epenetus, (to draw to a concluſion) we do not 
7 (ati converſe with ſaints and angels, but with that 
e. Pore infinicely glorious Deity, who made them what 
dency are, without at all impoveriſhing himſelf : here 


t whe 
tran; 
over! 
m: 


it only enjoy heaven, but its Maker, God; and 
im as he is, who is our all in all: comptiſing all 
zoods we value in the creatures, more eminently 
ally, than the bright luminary of the day, excels 


ne in vinkling tagers of the night. For we are here fo 
yell up with the contemplations and fruition of that 
—_ Jus Object, (in whole infinity all good are both 
/hen 


ded and dilated) that ages numberleſs, as are the 
be beatific viſion doth abound with, Will ſcarce af. 
vs leaſure for a diverſion to any other pleaſures thag 
irfelf- creates; which are ſo fumetous and ſo in- 
that we deſire nothing that we have not, except 
tongues to ſing more praiſes to the bleſſed God, 
apacity to pay bim greater thani:s for what we 
: and exen thoſe defireg does bis gracious accept- 
make, in being but conceived, accompliſhed. . For 
vaiſe the reſiden& of theſe .brigut manſions do. 

know any other want, than that of need to wiſh ; 
ruly dmpleat' bleſſedneſs of our condition, reducing us 
„ Þappy ufefulneſs of wiſhes, by giving us ſo full a 
155 6 u foſeſſion of all the objects of deſire. Here time, 
x: Fire, having deſtroyed whatever. it does pry — 
does 
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a FRA at laſt die itſelf, and ſo goes out into. a if es 
And here the nature of our joys is ſuch, thoughſh, A 
ter ſome centuries of years, they may ſeem to wax hmer 
er, by having been enjoyed ſo many ages, yet do pes re 
realy till continue as welcome, and as freſh, as atſÞres d 
firſt: it is the peculiar property of our felicity ; ite al 


ways is the ſame, yet ever new: Wearineſs argues 
perfection, either in the object, or the appetite; 


ceaſes here. 


ſor our felicity is here fo great, there is no nee 
| variety to be a part of it: or if it does admit variety 
is fuch a one as conſiſts only in the further knowl 
of its firſt object, God; like that which may be ſe 
earth in the diverſified Tefraftions of the ſame ſpark 
diamond. In God there is, if I may properly ſo ſp 
ſuch an identical variety, that the fruition of him 


ſatisfies and creates deſires: though that, without 
| ety: and this without diſquiet. Other delights do, 


the clothes men uſually wear, grow ſtale, and q 
are worn out; whereas thoſe heavenly pleaſures we 
Joy, participate of that prerogative of the garmenſpes de 
the Iſraclites in the wilderneſs, not imparing by | 
uſed long: but as the needle once touched withF 
load. ſtone, would never, uncompelled forſake it 
after ages cling no leſs cloſely to it, than at thehat 
moment of their union: ſo do the bleſſed here, flow, 


the {ame undiminiſhed freſhneſs, ever polleſs their d ma 
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And if our happineſs does not improve by, our en- 
ments of it, it is perbaps becauſe the greatneſs of it 


t do Pes render it uncapable of increaſing: or if our plea- 1 


as atfhres do admit /acceflion, they alſo do receive it, from 
y; ite aſſurance that we have. that we ſhall taſte them e- 
rgues Fr, and perpetually repeat the ſame renewed fruitions, 
tite; an eternity: endeared by nothing more, than by the 
the riet Jeaſure it does afford us undiſtractedly to employ 

In celebrating of IanovA8's praiſes; and in a condi- 
on happier, in that by it we are paſt doing, than paſt 
Mering ill. brief, our inexhauſted joys are here ſo 
ſmberleſs, and ſo immenſe, that we ſhall need (as well 
dave) eternity itſelf to taſte them fully. 


ſpari But I rememher, Epenetus, you ſtill are in the body, 
$4 may be tired with beariog what I could be for e- 
r a relating; ſo vaſt is the happineſs that I poſſeſs, 
d ſo great pleaſures is there in relating it. I ſhall 
ww therefore only farther add one property of our en- 
yed happineſs; and that is, that the vaſt multitude of 
es weſpeſſed ſouls, that are partakers of this joy and glory, 
rmenſpes detract nothing from each private ſhare, nor leſſen 
e property each happy faint has in it in particular: 
is ocean of felicity being ſo bottomleſs, that the innu- - 
rable company of all che ſaints and angels never can 
S$hauſt it: nor is this ſtrange at all; for in the world 
low, which 'does conſiſt of many ſpacious countries, 
heir Id many of them devided by large ſeas from one ano- 
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leſs, becauſe another does enjoy i too; but all enjoy it 


(474 1}. 
ther, tick ſeveral nation does alike enjoy the benefit off imm 
light; nor is there any can complain that they enjoy i 


benefitas fully, as if none elſe enjoyed it bur themſelves 
Indeed there is this difference between the Son of righ 
teouſneſs, and that which ſtiines upon the world below 
that whereas the latter, by his preſence, \eclipſes all 
the planets (his attendants ;) the former, though radi 
ant with a much greater ſplendor, will by His preſenc 
impartit to his faints; and ſo the great apoſtle of th 
Gentiles doth inform you, where he ſays, When Chrif 
ae is our life ſhall * then all ae appear” a) 
. evith him in glory. 7 N 


* 


It is the language of each bleſſed ſoul to his Redeem 
er, I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine, Fe 
each have a peculiar claim unto him. And David (whi 
When he lived on earth, was ſo well {killed in fingin 
" ſongs of praiſe to his Redeemer) ſays of all of them thaſſa ſho 
pur, their truſt in God, That he ſhall abundantly ati Fu 
them xwith the fatneſs f bis houſe, and make them drin happ' 
of the river of his pleaſures : as if he meant to inſinua what 
that as when a multitude of perſons drink of the ſaml more 
river, none of them is able to exhauſt it, and yet eadſknow 
of them had the full liberty of drinking as much as M yvour 


can, or as much as he could? though none bat himſe _— 


y* 

i . | 
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[ 
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ſhould be allowed to-Urink of it: (0 whoſoever enjoilton 
God, enjoys bim wholly ;.or at leaſt, enjoys him ſo eng n 
urely, in relation to his capacity, that the fruition above 


whatſoever reſts unenjoyed in God, is forgotten by t 
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immenſity of the object, and not ay pre- poſſe ſſon of 
his rivals. 

Thus, Epenetus, I have given you a brief account of 
our celeſtial Canaan: it is not indeed the thouſandth 
part of that which might be ſaid ; yet it is enough to 
let you ſee, it 7s a land flowing with milk and honey: 
and may well enough ſerve to whet your longing for a 
more fraitful and experimental knowledge of it: for 
none can fully know the happineſs we here enjoy, un- 
til they come to be partakers of it, . 


Epen. Junius having fliniſhed his excellent diſcourſe, | 


I returned him many thanks, aſſuring him that I was 


ſo far from being tired with hearing it. that I was ex- 
ceedingly delighted, as well as informed by it: and 
that 1 could not but be much pleaſed in hearing a de- 
ſcription of that happineſs, which, through the ſuper- 
abounding merits of my. bleſſed Redeemer, J hoped in 

a ſhort time to be a partaker of A 


Fun, To wait with faith and ' patience (replyed the 
bappy Junius) until your mortal body be laid down, is 
what is now your work : and then you will know far 
more than I have told you. You will hear, and ſee, and 
know things then after another rate than now you do. 
Your ears are not fited now to hear thoſe melodies that 


ſaints and angels make before the throne, nor can your 


enjoiſ tongue repeat thoſe ſongs of praiſe which here the bleſ- 
ſo enſſeq make. continually. Your eyes (tho? ſtrengthened - 
ion q above thoſe of other mortals) cannot yet behold the , 
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brig heneſs of the plory that fills this happy place, ” 
I Ss grant what you have ſeen has given you 
ſuitable ideas of it, than all that dwell below, can — 
of heavenly things: which is a fayour fo great and in 
expreſſible. that you have mighty cauſe to magnify hi 
great grace, —_ weep abundant * yoù we 
admitted hither. 


Ezen. That bleſſed work (faid 1 1 never can begi - _ 
too ſoon; and it is a work I hope will never end, hut bf ve 
as laſting as the cauſe of it.— But Junius, ſince I hav . yo 
bad the happineſs of this converſe with you. may I nd wi 
alſo ſee my mother here? (for I am ſure ſhe'is'among} + Ec: 

the bleſſed) ſhe early did (jnflryt me in the things g wi 
(God and cauſed me every day to read the holy ſcrip} bit 
tures; her pious exhorrations firſt of all made me lod * £4: 
after heavenly and eternal things; and on her dying-b2i} . 
ave me a charge, Whatever others did, to. ſerve-t] er, 
3 ſhe I am ſure, would: PO rejoice to be me cot 
ern place. ex 


| Jun Your mother, Epenity is here indeed, au] e. 
will, no doubt, exult and joy in God on your accounf ed 
as he' continually does on her own: but in this happy] * be! 
lace, worldly relations ceaſe. . Nor is there dale a for 
' female here, but all are like the angels; for ſouls canng © © 1 
be diſtingujſfed by ſexes: and therefore all relation . © b 
here are ſwallowed vp in God: however, ſhe whoy * 7 
vou called mother in the world below, you fhall ſee pr: ; 
ena —He had no fooger {pon, but taking me ” + WT? 
8 an - 


| WE: 5 ' % 
„tho band, far ſwiſter than an arrow from a bow, we paſled 
| 1 by ſeveral ſhining forms, clothed in the robes of immur- 
make 24/775, who ſeemed to wonder at me as I. paſſed them; 
nd in which I thought was occaſioned by my being there in 
fy ki} the poor rags of frail montality.—But" Junius, having 
wen "brought me to my mother, (for ſo I thought her, tho) 
then I ſaw a ſhining form) laid to me, | 


Jun. Farewell, my Epenetus, [ have now WY what 
you bave deſired me: your guardian angel will be with 
. you ſtraight, and re conduct you. to the world below: 
. where when you come, remember that you d6 not 
.ccaſe to celebrate the mighty abend of divinefl Toweg| 
who has ſo far indulged your weaknels, as to admit you 
; hither, and with ;corporeal JA. to ſee the immaterial 
» glorres of the bleſſed. 


Fpen. The noble Junius having leſt me. I fraight 
Crew near the ſhining form that ſtood before me, WD, 
compaſſed round with rays of dazhng luſtre, appeared 
extremely glorious : I hardly could bbhold her for the 
ET exceeding brightneſs of her countenance, or elſe it ſeem- 
our} ed to nfe ſol becauſe I looked with more intenſeneſs on 
bapfl ber than on Elijah or the noble Junius. But taking it 
le ai for granted it was my mother,” I. thus addreſſed ber, 
canng "Pp deareſt mother, I joy to ſee you cloathed in that 
latio! bt robe of glory, as an inhabitant of theſe bleiled 
whoyl © calms of light and"1mmortality. S Ad 


” Ml Dear Epenetus, (aid my mother to weh ſor 
what J am, to him that is on the throne, and to' the 
# > $01 C3 CR — ure 
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"Lan, be all the graihe end glory; for he alone it is has 
made me ſo. This robe of glory, which you ſee me 
wear, is only the refleftion of his own. bright beams! 
Ah Epenetus, had aot the Bata. ever bleſſed, redeem- 


naeſi, 1 never ſhould have worn this robe of glery. I do 
not aſk you, Epenetus, (ſhe continued) how you come 
thus to be admitted here; for I have had already from 
Elijah, a full account of that; and muſt acknowledge 
the divine condeſcenſion has been exceeding great in 
this permiſſion ; for which eternal praiſes be given to 
bim. Ah Epenetus! Through how many dangers 
does divine grace conduct our ſouls to glory! I cannot 
think, but with the moſt admiring thoughts of divine 
love, how near J once was to eternal ruin! I once was 
poor, and blind and naked, Caft out unto the loat hing of 
'my "perſon, and lay polluted in my filth and blood : but 
O the abundant grace that found me in that wretched 
"fad condition, and ye. to me made it @ time of. {ove ! 
acaſhed, me from all. my . flthineſs, and purged me from 
my fon 71 once was nothing elſe but darkneſs! but O 
ach OOH and haffy change ! I now am full of light, 
and love, and joy: I once was poor and miſerable, but 
now I am inriched with all that heaven can give, or I 
receive: I once was naked, and expoſed to ſhame, but 
now I am adorned with robes of light and glory: I once 
was under ſentence of eternal ſeperation from the di- 
vine preſence; but now I am poſſeft of God, my. only 
life, and joy, and Supreme good: 9 how tranſporting is 
_ the 
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ing Jeſus, fi cloatbed me with his robes of righteouſ- 
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the compariſon of theſe ſo wide and contrary extremes | 
And. O how pleaſant.is the bright day of eternity, after 
a night fo dark and ſo. tempeſtuous! how does a vivid | 
ſenſe of thoſe paſt evils, produce a far and more lively . | 
feeling and fruition of my happineſs : this makes the e- 
verlaſling balleluj abs, that 1 ( fing to my victorious delivers | 
er, more raviſhing and more harmonious, | | 


Epen. T muſt confeſs I was amazed to find my mother 
in ſuch an extafie and holy tranſport: and could not for- 


bear ſaying, Ah my dear mother, you ſpeak like one 


that is indeed in heaven, and fop! the 2 25 joys you 
are poſſeſt of! 


- Moth. O Epenetus, (he replied again) you hould not 
think this irange ! The mighty wonders. of divine love 
and grace, will be the ſubject of our ſong for ever. Nor 
ſhould vou call me Mother here, Although I once was | 
ſo; for here all ſuch relations ceaſe, and are all ſwallow. . | 
ed up in God; abi alone the great Father of all this 
heavenly. family: and I muſt tell you, Epenetus, you are 
far more dear to me, as you are one that love and fear 
the Lord, and ſo through faith is. bis adopted Son, than 
as you are the ſon born of my body. It is here our great- 
eſt mercy, that we bade God, the fountain of our hap- 
pines ; and all that we enjoy is in and through him; 
who is an Object that is every way ſo adequate to all 
our molt enlarged capacities, and in enjoying him; we 
enjoy all that we can aſk or think, | 


Eben, 1 then deſired to know if I ſhould ll ar ty. 
4 « C 3 0 


what 1 
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. condition 1 left my "| al and. my brethren i ia the 
world below, when 1 was carried thither ?. >  -, 


Meth. To this ſh anſwered, no fince I have put 
the body off, 1 have with” that too put off all rations 
in the fab: he God (ſaid ſhe) is all in all unto me: I 
have no huſband but the 4%%%ed Bridegroom of my ſoul, 

be who is fairer than the children of men; who is alone 
deſirable to me; nor have I here any relations elſe 3 we 
are ali children of ane Father here, and ſervants of 
one Maſter, whoſe bleſſed ſervice is our perfeR freedom, 

And as for thoſe I left behind me in the world below, I 


have conimitted them to God, in whoſe good pleaſure I 


am happy, whatſoever it be. I ſhall be glad and hear- 
tily rejoice to ſee them all heirs of this bleſſed inberi- 
tance . for then I ſhall be well aſſured the will of God 
is ſo, But if they ſhould eloſe in with the grand enemy 
of their ſalvation, and diſpiſe the grace of the goſpel, 


and thereby periſh in their unbelief, God will be glorified 


in his juſtice, and in. his glory I all fill rejoice, But 

ſince dear Epenetus you muſt deſcend again into the world 

below; you cannot better ſhew- your love to God, and 

zeal for the promoting of his glory, than by endeavour- 

ing to tutn them to the ways of righteouſneſs : nor do 

you know but that might be one end why this peculiar 
privilege has been allowed you. 


Wphilſt I was this diſcourſing with my mother a nume- 
rous company paſſed before me, cloathed in long robes, 
white as the ny $ brigitnels, and purer far than a- 


ny 


* 


* 


ny thing 0 erer yet deſerved that ne * having 
crowns of glory on their heads; which ſparkled forthi 
tefulgent luſtre; and each one carrying in their right 
hand à palm of victory: and as they paſſed by, I heard 
them ſay, Salvation to gur God which fits upon the throne: 
and to the Lamb: another company, who had a very 
glotious appearance, and coveted their faces with their 
wings, whom I took to be angels, anſwered them ſaying. 
Ames : Bleſſing, and glory, and wiſdom, and thank(- 
giving, and honour, and power, and might; be unto our 


God for ever; Amen, 


I chen enquired what the great company were, that 
were arrayed i in garments of ſo pure a white, with palms 
of victory in their hands. And I was told, they were 
the noble company of martyts, who having endured 
great tribulations in the world, and laid do«+n theif 
lives for | the word of God, and the tiftimony whith they 
held, had now their robes waſhed in the blood of the 
Lamb, and had palmi in their hands in token of viclo- 


ry.—l then aſked from whence they came? And I was. 


anſwered, they eame from under the altar, whete they 
had been crying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, oft 
thou not judge and avenge our ng on them rbat dwell a 
the earth ? 


Epen. 1 thought that all the ſaints here has thet ad 
end peace, and joy in God, which did not permit them 
to have any thoughts of revenge towards their fellows 
creatures; and I was the more inclined to think ſo, be- 

Cc 2 2 cauſs 
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; cauſe many of them have prayed for their perſecutors 
in the world below, even at the very ſtakes, and.when 
they have been under the hands of the executioners: and 
it ſeems ſtrange to me, that that meek and that for- 
giving ſpirit,” ſhould be altered here in heaven. — 


Moth, The ſaints here do indeed poſſeſs that a and 
peace and joy in God, which is the ſum of all their hap- 
pineſs; but having reſigned themſelves intirely to the 
+ divine good pleaſure, they cannot. but deſire God's will 
may be fulfilled in all reſpects, and therefore knowing 
that it is the will of God to render tribulation to them that 
have troubled them; and that he does defign to glorify 
| himſelf, by bringing down his judgments on the anti- 
Chriſtian whore, av have made herſelf drunk with thy 
blood of the ſaints and of the martyrs of Feſus, they 


His name may be glorified; which they know will be the 


for when Babylon is fallen, a new ſong ſhall be put in 
their mouths; and then it ſhall be ſaid, Rejoice over her 
thou heawgns, and ye holy apoſtles and prophets,” far God 
hath avenged you of her. Yea then ſhall they ſing, ha/le- 
lijab ! ſalvation , and glory, and honour, and power, unto 
the Lord our God; for true and righteous are his judge- 


corrupt the earth avith her fornications, and bath avenged 
the blood of his ſervants at her band; and therefore 
| praiſe our God, all ye ſerwants, and je that fear his 
name, both ſmall and great: and again 25 2 E 


cannot but deſire the will of God may be done, and that 


reſult of his executing judgment upon the great whore: 


ments; for he hath judged the great whore, which did 


* 
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es 
Au dels yigg indet the altar, how l h 14 bi 
ly and thue, doſt thou not avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth, is not out of any defire of revenge; 
but that God may be glorified for his righteous judge- 
—__ 2 a 
Epe. Having declared iny ſatisfaction in her anſwers 
I defired to know whither the ſouls of the bleſſed under - 


1 


: 
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ſtood what affairs were tranſacting in the world detowgh 


and whether they had an) concern therein? 


| Meth. To this me replyed. the ſum of all our know- | 


led ge here, ii to know God the Fountain of our happineſs £ 
but as to tbe affairs of particular perſons, we are hot cone 
cerned with them; and are ignorant of them; being {till 
finite, though glorified creatures: the being ' preſent in 
all places, is an attribute peculiar to God alone; to whoſe 
fight every creature is manifeſt. Though the proſperi- 
ty or adverſity of the church below in their militant ſtate 


is repreſented to us by the angels, who are mitifering 


Spirits ſett forth to mminifter to thoſe that Gall be brirs of 


ſalvation : and from what we learn by them, we ars 
excited to renew our praiſes io him that fits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb for' ever, The admirable 
providente of God in the deliverance and preſervation 
of his charch; being what we reflect upon with the 
greateſt pleaſare asd delight, and praiſe God for, with 
the greateſt ardency of affection, defiring alſo that his 
glory and his.people's happineſs may be conſurniate; Zy 
the reuemptien of the whole church. which ſhall not bs till 
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2 bride bath made herſelf ready; and the milica bod y | 


of Chriſt be compleated. 


Epen. I then told her, I would only ale her one 
thing more, (for | believed my conductor was ready to 
come for me) and that was, in what manner their time 
was ipent in this bleſſed place, and what their ue 
converlation with each other was ? 


Moth. To this ſhe replicd, O Epenetus ; how ben 
does that clog of mortality you {till bear about you, 
cloud your underſtanding, even in theſe bright regions ? 
You ſpeak of us as ſtill cloathed with mortal fleſh, and 
conſider not that here mortality is ſwallowed up of life, 
and time is changed into eternity, without ſucceſſion or 
end. It is true indeed, that ia the world below, there 
is a continual flux of time, which is divided into hours, 
and days, and weeks, and months., and years: but hers 
there is no ſuch thing, here is no night by which days 
are diſtinguiſhed, nor circling orbs that make the ſeve- 
ral ſeaſons of the year; but one eternal undivided point 
laſts here for ever. And therefore, r here 1 is no 
rime'to ſpend. 


- But then, as to the other part of your queſtion, what our 


general converſation with each other is? Eternity can only 
fully anſwer it: we all have work enough todo, throughout 
the numerous ages of eternity ; and that ſo very plea- 
ſant and delightful, it both creates our joy, and ſtill en- 
creaſes it, What is there more delightful to the ſoul than 
knowledge ? and you may Gon ſoon think how vaſt a 


field 


9 


ads 4, 
geld we have to trace it in: and as our knowledge does 
increaſe, ſo do the adorations we pay to the divine Au- 
thor of it: for this is our peculiar happineſs, that all our 
diſquifitions here, of whatſoever kind, tend to illuſtrate 
the high praiſes and adoration of wy ineffable Tarss- 
Ons. 


How many wonders of the. Deity, my Epenetus, do 
ſhine forth in the works of nature in the world below, 
which ſtill lie hid and undiſcovered unto the moſt ela- 
borate enquirers into them? How many things are there 
below, you know not how they are done, and-yet are 
well aſſured that they are? Mbo can tell how a tree grows | 


from a fred, or a wariegated curious flower, from a poor 


fimple flip without any diverſity and yet that ſo it does, 
is evident enough. | 


Why the magnetic fone - ad the needle, or am- 
ber, picks up flragus, are ſome of the Arcana's of nature, 
which yet puzzles the wiſeſt of mortals, to tell. by what 
ſecret ſympathies it came to paſs; although the matter 
of fact be very obvious. Theſe things are made inteli- 
gible here, and all their occult cauſes laid open to our 
view, which likewiſe does excite our bumbleſt adorati. 
ons and renewed praiſes to o him, who is ſo excellent in 
working. 


And then again, the wondrous magnitude, as well as 
contextures, of the czleftical orbs, (which vain aſtrolo- 
gers in vain pretend to penetrate) are here both in their 
ein and effects, made known unto the bleſſed, who 

C6 being 


. 
being filled with the higheſt admiration; adore'the ever 
22 God for all bis <vorfs of wonder, _ 


Not that we have this knowJedge barely by a Gmpl&# 
intuition, but by the mutual exerciſe of our diſcurſive 
faculties, wherby our knowledge ſtill becomes progreſ- 
five.— Nor do I deny, but that by intuition our here 
enlarged faculties receive a great addition: for here we 
at one view can behold more, than we can do ſucceſſive- 
ly below in many years: to which the Iwifcneſs of dur 
motion does allo much contribute, 

But farther yet the works of God's alu ighty provi- 
dence, and with what wondrous wiſdom he has over- 
ruled and governed all events, is ſuch a theme as well 
becomes us here pp be continually contemplating ; and 
which the more we view, the more we find occakoa 
ſtill to magnify the great and glorious name of the 
great Author of our happineſs. Theſe contemplations 
Epenetus, has often been exceedingly delightful to me, 
when in the world below, where I ſaw things but very 
darkly, and loſt much of the beauty of them, by rea» 
fon of the vail that was upon my pur-blind under- 
Randing, by means of which I could not ſee far off. 
But now, that all my intellectual faculties are both eu- 
Jarged and perfected, and J can ſee the whole, of what 
I. then had but a ſhort and an imperfect view of, how 
much more - pleaſant and delightful muſt it be! how 
much more muſt it magnify the wiſdam of the great 
Contriver! To. ſee men eager in the proſecution - of 
their ou deſigns, and the fulfilling of their luſts, 
not having a regard to any thing beſides the ſatisfying of 
themſelves ; and yet to lee vow all theſe things are 
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over ruled to the aſerting of the divine good pleaſure, 
and bringing things, long fance., decreed to paſs, al- 
though thoſe inſtruments knew nothing of it, is indeed 
well befitting him, who is ſo wonderful in counſel and 
excellent in working : to 2 N be. glory, and bleſſing, 
and praiſe, through all the endleſs ages of eternity. 


Thus the eternal Father had: decreed our great Re- . 


deemer ſhould. be born in Bethlehem; for ſa the pro- 


phet Micah, had declared, ſeying. But thou Bethlehem | 
Ephrata, though thou be little among the thouſands of 
Fadah, yet out of tee (ball come forth unto me, him who 
is. to be Ruler in Iſrael, aubeſe goings forth have been 
from of alu, from everlaſting. But when the time drew” | 


near he ſhould be born, the e, Firgin lived a 
Nazareth, with her eſpouſed huſband Joſeph, deſign- 
ing nothing elſe but to lye- in there; Which would have 


conta Fed what the prophet! Micah by divine inſpi- 
ration had long ago foretold: and therefore at this time 


Auguſius Cafar the Roman emperor, puts out a de- 
cree, that all the empire ſhould be taxed, and each 


one in his own city from whence he deſcended, and 
that both men and women; this cauſed the bleſſed vir- 


gin, and her eſpouſed huſband, to go to Betblabem, 


big as ſhe was, (and far was the. way) that they might 


| 


there be taxed, according to what Cæſar had deereed ; | 


avd* the Lord liſe "muff then be born, according to what 
Micah prophefied. Cæſar aimed only at his getting mo- 


ney ; and yet that aim af his, through the divine a 


dom over-ruling it, was made a means to bring about 
the Sulfilling of the prophecy, in ſo important a maiter 
4 | 857 "IN 
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gas the birth of the Mate. This tends exceedingly te 
paguify the mighty wiſdom and over-ruling providence 
of God, who goyerns all eyents 10 his own * 
his people's good. k 

You know à perſon, Epenetus, in the world below, 
who having propoſed to go to ſee a friend, and ſtay at 
| bis houſe ſome days, fell down as he was getting up on 
horſe bac, and broke his leg; which put a ſtop to his 
intended journey; ; this he eſteemed A very great .afflic- 
tion, but in a few days after received 3 that 
his frier di houſe was caſually burnt, that wery night that 
br intended to % lain there and all the people in it: 

is made him look on that which be at firil thöught to 
be an affliction, to be 9 mercy to bim; and that the break» 
ing of his lee, Ws but in order to the ſaving F bis iA. 
Many ſach ipſtances of divihe. love and goatineſs might 
- þe given, which here the bl eſſed retain alively ſenſe of 
and mention in 27 9 of pro a * to God 
ot to the Lamb. 


Again, my Epenetus, pere all the bleſſed gre eter- 
nally - employed in Ie, praiſes to bim, auba by his 
quondrous grace pay 7 them te his glory, Here 
ye lee ploin]y that 55 , eper/ ofing fin into which 
we were ſo like ig plypge purſelyes, had be. lh ſop- 
ed our way. He often kedged vp dur vu bay thorns, 
that ſo we might not travel to deſtruftipn, The vari- 


ous methods of his grace, Ke Har 4 he brought ys to 
himſelf, we here repept to'qne appther, and join jp one 
la chorus to fit * and 


i 


d whilt we praiſe him 


thus, 


\ = 


And che bright form that brought me from the we 


(#9) 
thus; hie ſtreams forth emariations of bis grace upon 
us, whereby we are aſictulated more into bis likenets; 
kick is our higheſt happineſs. 
"Thus, Epenetus, I have ariſweted your laſt qu 
which you will better underſtand, when you ſhall — 
to be cloathed with immortality Jn te meah time; 
walk worthy of the . ha ve rectived ; and let 
not your attainments puff Lang ps but give to God the 
y of his grace; and let what you have ſeen and 
— have this effect, to make you ſo much more abs 
hor yourſelf for your own vileneſs. The great appoſtle 
of the Gentiles, who like yourſelf, was once admitted 
hicherz declires he ſoon met with a thorri in the fleſhy | 
leſt he ſhould elſe bave been puft up toe meh for the 
abundatit 8 2 that he e ht bis t- 
therefore deep you bumble lity will be jour be 
or hyp God exalts, awbilf th rapes wh ua ics 
1 ſee your guardian angel's coming towards you; and 
therefore, Epetietus, fare-you-well till” next you ©on 
aid then wo will part no more. 8 5 
pen. She had 10 ſoober hüben, bot be depatte 


below to chls place of bappineſt, was preſent vin wes 
to whom I Was bowingz , 
ol. * Bow to the thine, ((aid bet 9 ar 0 


1 ts already told you 1 an thy fellow treatire ; 
t thebefore door, God alen, for he aloni is worth 
* of adoration - Haſt thou Obſerved theſe heaven 


* 
3 


— 
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Epen. I then replied, I have obſerved, and aveal- 


moſt been raviſhed with their glory; but even here 1 
could but fee in part; their. ſplendor was too bright, 
and roo diaphanous ſor my bcholding. And yet the 
fight * was ſo extreme delightful, that N Wee im 1 
e tay here for ever.. wed 


Angel, 1 have, replied the angel, a emule 6 to re · 
conddct you to the world below ! not only to the earth, 
from whence 1 took you, but to the regiohs of the 
prince of darkneſs, that thou mayeſt there Tee the re- 
Ward of fin, and what incenſed Juſtice has prepared, as 
the juſt judgment'of their rebellion, who would exalt 
themſclves above the throne of /the moſt High. But do 
not therefore be afraid; for a3 T have a commiſſion to 
bring thee thither, ſo have 1 likewife to bring thee 
back again, and leave thee in the world ftöm whence r 
took thee, till thou baſt there put off mortality; and 
then 1 ſhall once more be thy conductor hither, where. 
thou ſhalt live for ever with all the bleſſed here: | 


Eper. Theſe laſt words of the angel did as it were 
put new liſe into me: for to leave heaven for earth, 
was that which did extremely diſcompoſe me, and 
would have rendered me unconſolable, but that I knew 


wa! that which turned my very heart within ne. How, 
yer. when I knew that it was the divine good pleaſure 
ar 1 ſhould be returned from thence to earth again, 
0 there put of mortality. and then be re · conducted 


* * 


up 


9 


N 


be divine will was ſuch. But ſo leave heaven * | 


P 


iu to heaven, 1 was a little detained; and found with: 


' OP 


dere they are of fach « might) magnitude, they ſeem 


| formed from you what truth there is therein 


_ fs bim ubs ic Almighty, there it nothing inmpofible 1 
; jr ns 6 


12 1 


in myſelf an intite reſigtiation to the will of God; and 
thetefofe taid with ſonie IGurdnes to my .Btight con- 
doctor. that which the bleſſed God bas erdered. 1 Hall 
be aliuay, willing to obey, of whoſe great metty , bavwt 
alrrady bad ſo very large experietict, 


Thus. even in hell tſulf 1 wwill mt h 
My 1 but have his preſence <vith me tberci \ 


4 To this my ſhinhitig guatdian anſwted mei 
where-ever the bi, Goxl wonch/afts his preſentt, there i 
beaven; and hill we dre in bell, N be with as. | 


fpes. Then bbwing low befofe the Alttightys's 
throne, ſwiftet that thought, thy giuifdian angel cars 
ried me ten thok/and leaguet bela the imperial ben. vente 
where when I ſaw thole mighty globes of fires; thoſe 
lamps of the #therea} heavens, I chas be- 
pony why bright conductor; that 1 had heard, when E 
as bpom the eüfth, ehas each one of rhoſe fixed fart was 
i; and -[ believed they might; becauſe, thought 


to us on earth, juſt ſuch ſmatt things 46 What the earths 
ſeems here ; indeed the earth ſeems here more 
dark, than they do unto thoſe that are on earth, Bud 
baving ſuch an opportunity, I would willingly be ite 


Arg. To this my ſhitnidg guardian anfivered th 


C9 
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can there 3. a 50 Jet to 8 The ever bleſſed 
God took ſix days time to make the world below, bue 
could as well have made it in one moment, if he had ſo 
determined; it was the. putting forth of almighty 
Power that did effect i tz and What that power can do, 
| there is none can tell, but he that does poſſeſs it. But 
from his power, to argue, it is his will, ts no good 
Negick in be ſchool of heaven. '. He dba ch. ever be 
Wraſes, both in beaver -ahave, and in the carth Below : 
End what be pleaſes to reveal to us, wwe hnow; and what 
Becbas not e revealed; art Seerets locked #p in bis own 
ernal counſel, hieb it #r a bold and a preſumptubus cu- 
riofity for any ertuture 40 enquire-into, There is no qoubt 
bit he can make as many worlds as there are ſtars in 
heaven, if it pleaſes him; but that be bas done fo be bas 


wot yet revealed, war, is it tbergfer our duty to enquire, 
By this we were come down to the loweſt region. of 
c where I'faw multvexiler's Berri forms, and Ai/- 


mal dark afppearantes, Hf ect arr 2 of my 
bright "eonduBtor. . þ 1 4 


„Eben Theſe ſure, faid I, are lame of erte of 
hell, ſo black and ſo affrighting * cheir forws. 


Ang. Theſe are, fad my conductor, ſome of the || - 
\apftate ſpirits, that wwandtr ap and dewn in the air, er 


and vn thi rarth, like roaring lions ſeeking dohim they may for 
devour 5 and though they are fled" hence, you will fee fro 


them quickly i in their own darle territories; ; has we are da 
now e n * the * „ wt 


c A 1 * 


e eee | 
3 0 dat, K 11. ? 


[ Ocickly Sand the 3 of my 3 very 
true, for we were ſoon. ſurrounded with 3 darkneſs 
much more black then night, whigh was atterded with a s 
ſtink more ſuffocaring far than that of burning brimftone ; 
my ears were- likewiſe filed with the horrid y-llings of _ 
tbe damned Spirits, that all the moſt diſcordant notes ori 
earth were, in compariſon. of this, melodious muſic. 


Aug Now, ſaid my guardian angel, you are on the 
verge of hell: but do not fear the power of the deſtroyer, 
for my commiſſion from the imperial throne ſecures you | 
from all dangers; here you may hear from de = | 
damned fouls the curſed cauſes of their endleſs ruin. 
what you have à mind to aſk, OY de ta 


des 


* * 
N | 


- at Ae 
— * 


e 
dnfwer you. The devils eannot hurt you, though they 
would, for they are bound by bim that. has cottmiſſioned 
me, of which themſelves are ſenſible, which makes them 
rage, and fret, and rear, and bite their hated chain, 
We now -were gone within hells territories, placed 
in the cawerns of the infernal deep; there, where earths 
center reconciles all things, where all effects do in theit 
cauſes /lrep: there in a ſulphurous lake of liquid fire, 
bound wwith the adamantine thain of heaven's fixed 
decree, ſat Lucifer upoti a burning throne ; his horrid ex 
Sparkling with bellih fury; as full of rage as his firong 
Paint could make him. — Thoſe wandering fiends, that, as 
we came from heaven, fled before us, had (I perceived) 
given notice of our coming, which put all hell in an 
uproat; and thas made Lucifer to vent his horrid Blaſ- 
pbemies again the bleſſed God; Which he delivered 
with ſuch ah air of '@rrogance and pride, as plainly 
—_ he only wanted power, but neither rage nor ma- 
* "I : R | | 


Lucifer, What evould the 7 hunderer have ? ſaid hes 

He has my heaven already, whoſe radiant ſcepter this 
hand Pen, bear: and for thoſe newer. fading field: of 
light, my fair inberitance, tonfines me here, in this dark 

„ houſe 'of drath, ſorrot» and avoe! What would be have 
h< I from we too, that ht inſults me bere? Abt! could 1 
but obtain another day to try it in, I avould make heaven 
Hale, and his bright thront ib totter.” Nor duculi I fear 

| Ea / tht 


- 


be urn 
beſe to 


was nt 
bid fat 
be aui 


ed, for 
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th be utmoſt of bis power, though he had fiercer flames than 
they beſe to throw me in. Though then 1 laſt the day, the fault. 
was not mines no Winged jpirit in heaven's arched roof, 
them bid fairer for the victory than I did. Put ab ¶ continued 
hain, Iz, 4b a changed voice) that day is loft : and 1 am deam- 


ed, for ever doomed to theſe territories But it is at leaſt. - 
ome comfort to me ſtill, that mankind's ſorrow waits wpor 
my wor, And ſince I cannot on the Thunderer, I a 10 
wreak the utmoſt of my rage on them. 


Ezen I was amazed to hear his impious ſpeech, and 
could not forbear ſaying to my- Tn how _ 
% Fare his blaſphewies rewarded? _ | me: 


| Ang. What you have heard from this a * ſpirit is 
red) both his /r and puniſbment; for every blaſphemy be 
| an N belches againſt heaven, makes hell che Hotter to Him. N 


laf- We then paſſed on further, en dt ſcenes of 
red ¶ unmixed forrow, and ſaw two wretched ſouls tormented 
nly by a fiend, who without ceaſing plunged them in /iguid 
Da" ¶ fre arid burning brimfione, whillt they at the ſame time 
accuſed and curſed each other: one of them ſaying to 
be, bis tormented fellow-ſafferer, O curſed be thy face, bat 
bis er 1 ſet eyes upon thee ! my miſery is owing to dle I 
of I thank thee for this; for it was thy perſuafions, | 
„ brooght me hither ; thou didft entice. me, chou it was 
that didſt enſnare me thus, It was your covetouſneis, 
7 and cheating, and your oppreſſion, and grinding of the 
poor, that brought me hither ; if you had but ſet me a 
„ [| £299 example, as you did an ill one, I might for ought 
. know 


% 


fault as 1: though I was covetous, yet you was proud, 


F fumbled youin ſome things, you tumbled me as muctt 
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I kriow, have been in heaven, and there have been al 
happy as lam now miſetable But O weerch that 1 was! 
my following youf ſteps has made me in this wretched 
ſtate, and ruined me for ever: O that I had never ſeen 
thy face; or thou hadſt never been born, to do my foul 
that wrong that you have done, 

The other wretch replied, and may 1 not as well 
blame you? For do you not remember how at ſuch z 
time and place you did. entice me, and drew ive out; 
and aſked me if I would not go along with you, when 
& was about other buſineſs, «bout my lawful calling! 
But you called me away; and therefore are as much in 3 


and if you learned of me your covetoulheſs, I am ſurt 
I learned of you my pride and drunkenneſs, and though | K 
you learned of me to cheat, yet you learned me 10 . 
whote; to lie and ſcoff at goodneſs, Thus; thoagh | 


in others; and therefore if you blame me; I can blame F. 
you as much; and if 1 have to anſwer for ſome of your ed 11 
moſt filthy actions, you have fill to anſwer for ſome of I did + 
mine. I ih ye had never tome hither. ; the very lookt ¶ neve 
F you do "wound 'my ſoul, by bringing fin afreſh into my her 
mind; it was with you, with you it was, I ſinned, ON ſo ft 
grief upon my ſoul! and fince 1 coald not ſhun thy company toge 
there, O that I could have been without it here her | 
From this ſad dialogue, I ſoon preceived, that thoſe . 
who are companions upon earth in fin, ſhall be fo too in bell | 
in puniſoment. And though on earth they loveeach other! | 
| | We. company 


97 
company, they will not care for it in hell. 


This I be- 
lie ve, was the true reaſon why Dives ſeemed ſq charitable 
to bis bretþren, that he would have them warned, that ſo 
they might not come into this place of torment; i: was 
love unte himſelf, and not to them, that was bis motive ; 


becauſe bad they come - thither, bit torments would have , 


thereby geen increaſed, 


But here were yet * tragic ſeenes of N ; for 
leaving thoſe two curſed wretches accuſing of each o- 
ther, for being authors of each others miſery, we paſt, N 
on further. beholdin ſeveral wofal ſpectacles ; and a- 
mong mrhers,? one who ſtill had flaming ſulpber forced 
dun ber throat by a tormenting ſpirit ; which he did 
with that horrid eryelty a and inſolence, 1 could not but 
ſay to him, | 

Epen Why ſhogld you ſo delight in the tormenting 
of that curſed wretch, as to be thus perpetually pouring 
that flaming and infernal liquor down her throat? 


Fiend. This is ny more, but a juſt retribution, reply- 
ed the fiend: «this woman in her lifetime was ſuch a /er- 
did wwretch, that though ſhe had gold enough, could 
never be ſatisfied ; and therefore now I pour it do ̊n 
her throat: the cared pot who ſhe ruined and undid, 
ſo ſhe could get their gold; and when ſhe had amaſſed 
together a greater treaſure than ever ſhe could ſpend, _ 
her love of money would n& let her ſpend ſo much of 
it, as to ſupply. berſelf with what the common neceſſa- 
ries of life 9 For ſhe they went often. with an 

p empty 


* 
® 


\ 


learned men on earth to find out the original of Nile, 


mother did. Since gold then wvas her god on earth, is it 
not juſt that be penis have her beil j Full in bell ? 


_ aſked her whether what he ſaid were true or not ?—To 


do your grief, ſaid I? Yes to my grief, ſaid ſhe: 


and ſpeaks falſely ; were it but ' gold, 1 never ſhould com. 
plein: but he abuſes me, and inflead of gold, he only 
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empty belly, though her bags were full, or elſe ſhe 
filled it at another's charge; and as for her appare} if 
it either never grew 61d, or if it were ſo, it was always 
ſo ſupplied with patches, that at laſt it was as hard to 
ſay, which piece was an original, az it is among the 


She kept no houſe, becauſe ſhe would not be taxed; 4 
nor kept her treaſures in her hands, for fear ſhe ſhoul{ > 
be robhed,; nor.let ic out without good bonds and mort, 
gages, for. fear of being cheated; although ſhe ever. 
cheated all the could, and was to herſelf fo great a cheat, 
ſne Cheated her own body, of its food, and her own ſoul 
of mergy;/ And yet this curſed wretch had but one child 
in all the world to give it to, whom ſhe had brought up 
ſo, ſhe knew no more how to make uſe of it than her 


„en eee 
Epen. when her tormentor had dane ſpeaking, [ 


this, ſhe anſwered me, no, to my grief it is not. Bee! 
cauſe, were that which my tormentor tells you, 155 4 


I ſhould be better ſatisfied ;* be tells you, ,1 hat it is gold 
that he pours down my throat ; ; but he is a lying devil, 


gives me horrid Rinking ſulphur : bad I my gold, I hhould 
be happy Hill: which I. ſo truly vale, that if I had i t lifter 


i here, 
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bert, I fearce on bribe heaven with it, to be removed 


e ſhe 
pare), 
{ways om b ence. | . 
ard to 1 could not forbeat relling my code I was amaze 
g the Jed to hear a wretch, in hell it ſelf, ſo doat upon her 
Nile, Giches, and that too whilſt in the tormentor's hands. 


Ang. This may (ſaid he) convince you, that it is fin 
hat is the greateſt of all evils; And wvhere the lowe of 
bat pr evails, that ſoul it loft for ever. And therefore 
it is the greateſt of all puniſhments; to be abandoned 
to the love of fin. The love of gold, (to which this curſed - 
creature is given up) is à more exquiſit and fatal puniſh- 
ment, than that which the apoſtate ſpirit here infficts 

„ 

Epen. Oh! faid I, <vuld but wicked men on earth, 
| for one ſmall moment lay their ears to. this mouth of 
bet, and hear thoſe horrid foricks of damned fouls; 
g. 1they could not bein love with fin again. | 
70. Ang. Eternal truth has told us dtherwiſe: for thoſe 
that will not hear his apoſtles, nor have regard to 


Hould come from hell. | 

We had not come much further, befere we fa a 
wretched ſoul lie on a bed of burning ftzel, almoſt chonk- 
ed with brimftone : who eryed out, as one under a dread- 
only ful anguiſh with a note of deſpairation : which made 
me to deſire of my conductor to ſtay a-while, that I might 


liten more attentively to what he {aid; and thereupon 
here, 1 heard bim ſpeak as follows. 
| 4, 


what his word contains, wwz// not be avarned, . ons 
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Ab, miſerable-wwretch ! undone for ever, for ever ; C 
theſe killing words, For ever ! will not à 'thouſand thou- 
and years ſuffice, to bear that pain; which if I could 
avoid it, I would not bear one moment for a thou/andf 
thouſand worlds : no, no, my miſery never will have an 
end: after the thouſand thouſand years, it will be for 


ever ſtill, O hapleſs, helpleſs, hopeleſs ſtate indeed ! it is 

this for ever is the hell of hells! O cur/ed aureteh ! curſed 
to all eternity? How wilfully have I undone myſelf O what 
ſtupendious folly am I guilty of, to chooſe ſin's ſhort 
and momentary pleaſures, at the dear rate of everlaſting 
pain ! How oft have | been told it would be ſo! How . 


often preſſed to leave thoſe paths of ſin that would be 


ſure to bring me to the chambers of eternal death! but 
I, like the deaf adder, lent no ear unto thoſe charmers, tho | 


they charmed ſo wiſely. They told me often, that wy 
ſhort lived pleaſures would quickly iſſue in eternal pain; 


, and now too ſad experience tells me ſo : it tells me ſo 


indeed, but ĩt is too late to help it; for my eternal ſtate 
is fixed for ever. Why had I reaſon given me! Why 
was I made with an immortal ſoul, and yet ſhould take f. 
ſo little care of it! O how my own neglect ſtings me to 
death, and yet I know I cannot. muſt not die! but live 
a dying-lift, worſe - than ten thouſand deaths; and yet 
I might once have been happy; ; ſalvation once was offer 
ed me, and I refuſed. it, had it been but once, yet to 
refuſe it, had been a folly not to be forgiven ; but it 
was offered me a thouſand times, and yet (wretch that 
1 was) I ſtill as often refuſed it. O curſed fin, that with 


; deluding * bewitches mankind to eternal ruin! * 
G 


- 


; OS GI; BY 

r 0 often called, but I as often refuſed; he fretched his 
thou-Y.1 out, but I would not mind it: how often have 1 
could: nought his counſel ; how oft have [I refuſed his re- 
ane of! but now the ſcene is changed, the caſe is altered; 
Ye ang ow he laughs at my calamity, and mocks at that de- 
© /ar ion which is come upon me, He would have helped | 
hey » once, but then | would not; and therefore thoſe 
mal miſeries I am condemned to undergo, is but the 


vi. reward of my own doing. | 


ſting I could not hear this doleful lamentation, without 
How lecting on the, wondrous grace the evtr-bleſſed God 
d bei ſhewed to me: eternal praiſes to his holy name! for 
but y heart told me, that I had deſerved, as much as that 
600 wretch, to be the object of eternal wrath; and it is 


bud | grace alone his made us differ. EAN 
ain; | we [TAE 
fo O how unſearchable his counſels be ! (ay 3 
W And who can fathom his divine decree & ay_S/ 
£ & ; =” * 752 
VbyAfer theſe reflections, I addreſſed myſelf to le- 


ake al complainer, and told him, I had heard his woful 
e to ſamentation, by which I perceived his miſery was great, 
live Bid his loſs irreparable; and told him, I would willingly 
yet e informed of it more particularly; which might pol- 
er» bly be ſome alleviation of his Jufferings. 8 
to Dam. Soul. No, not at all, my pains are ſuch as can 
t it Bimit of no relief, no not for one ſmall moment. But 
hat B, the queſtibn you have aſked, I do perceive you are 
ith ſtranger here; and may you ever be ſo. Ah! bad 1 
n! Pat the leaſt hope till remaining, how would I kneel, 


— 


and 


x08} 
and cry, and pray for ever, to be redeemed from hene 
But ah, it is all in vain; I am loſt for ever.— Thoug 
that you may beware of coming hither, I will tell 1 
what the damned fuffer here. . 
Our miſeries in this infernal dungeon are of t 
ſorts ; what we have loft, and what we andergo. 
In this ſad dark abode of mifery and ſorrow, we ha 
loft the preſence of the ever-bleſed God : and this is ti Non ea 
which makes this dungeon hell. Though we had loi 
thouſand worlds, it would not be fo much as this one lo 
could but the leaſt glimpſe of his favour enter here, 
might be happy, * we have loſt it, to our everlaſti 


woe. This 
| Here we have likewiſe loft the coinpany of the ſain 3 
and angels, and in their room have nothing but tormen * 


ing devils. , 
Heere we have loſt heaven too, the ſeat of bleſſedne(ſſ 
there is a deep gulf betwixt us and heaven ; ſo that 
ate ſhut out from thence for ever. - Thoſe everlaſtin 
gates, that let the bleſſed into happineſs, are now * eve 
mut againſt us. 

Here we have loſt all pity ; and this is to the viiſetab ap 
a-great-loſs : to have that God; who does ſo pity finners 
that he has given his beloved Son to die for them, to be 4 
far from pitying us, that he rejoices in our miſery, an 


1 will do ſo for ever, is that which ſtings us to the ver | » 
. heart, and makes our miſery beyond meaſure miſerable of 
Aud what can be more cruel and tormenting. than te 8 


' have that Redeemer that gowe his very blood for others 
den 


( 103 ) 


y to pity us? nor will the ſaints and angels pity us; 
whilſt we are howling in our miſery, under the wrath 
an incenced God, the ſaints too ſhall rejoice that we are 
mented and God is glorified in our diſtruction. Behold 
e diſmal iſſue of our ſin ! 


To make our wretchedneſs yet far more wretched, we 
te loſt the hope of our ever being in a better ſtate: 
bich renders our condition truly hopeleſs. He that 
don earth is the moſt miſerable, has yet hope left as a 


hene 
"houp | 
tell y 


of t 


ve ha 
is th 


d loltWerve. And therefore it is a common proverb there, 
ne loſt aver eit not for hope, the heart would break. Well 
15 y our hearts break then, fince we are here both with 
lafti 


hope end help. 5 


FL This is what we have loſt, which but to think on, is 
> ſain 
ough to tear, and rend, and gnaw upon our miſerable 


"Men 


in of ſenſe, as well as loſs; and having ſhewed you 
hat we have Joſt, I am now to ſhew you what we un- 
190, PT 

e undergo variety of torments, we are tormented here, 
thouſand, nay ten thouſand ſeveral ways. They that are 
ſt afflicted upon earth have ſeldom any more than one 
temper at a time : but ſhould they have the plague, the 
ut, the fone, and fever at a time, how miſerable 
buld they think themſelves; yet all theſe are but like 
e biting of a flea, to thoſe intolerable pungent 
ins that we endure; here we have all the /oathed ua- 
'y of bell to grappel with, here is fire that is unguench- 


5 to our us ewith : a lake of burning brmſtone ever 
choaking 


Jneſ 
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rab! 
1ners 
be { 
Ane 
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uls for ever, Yet, O that this were all ! but we have 
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bear thamall the torments mankind ever felt on earth. 


- afflicted, other parts are free. Although your body m- 
be out of order, your head may yet be well; and th 


your vitals be affected; your arms and legs may ſtill! 


with burning blifiers, and the whole body 'rolled in fla 

| of liquid fire ;—and all the powers and Faculties of 6 
on what a heaven we have loſt, and of thoſe oppert 

. * mented with conſidering how vainly we have ſpent off 


Kanding is tormented in the thoughts er our paſt 1 


N 


6%) 
choaling tt ; eternal chains to tye us; here is utter dark 


neſs to afright us, and a worm of conſcience that gn 
upon us | everlaſtingly : and avy one of theſe is worle i 


But as our torments here are various, ſo are they un 
verſal too: affliting each part of the body, and tormen 
ing all the powers of the ſoul : which renders wh 
we ſuffer moſt unſufterable., In thoſe diſtempers yo: 
men are ſeized withal on earth, though ſome parts at 


your head be ill, your vitals may be free; or thoug 


clear,,-But here it is otherwiſe; each member of tl 
ſoul and body is at once tormented. —The che is be 
tormented with the ſight of devils, who do appear 
all the horrid ſhaper and black appearances that | fin f 
give them.—The ear is continually tormented with if 
loud yellings and continual out*=crys of the damned. TH 
noſtrils /mothered with ſulphurous flames. — The ton; 


ſouls are bere tormented. —T he imagination, with t 
thoughts of preſent pain; the memory, with refleQi: 


nities we had of being ſaved. —Our minds are here to 


precious time, and how we have abuſed it.—Our undehnd 5 


* 


C105) 
preſent pains, and future ſorrows, which are to 
t for ever: and our conſciences are tormented with 2 


atinual gnawing worm. 


the extremity of our torments: the fire that burns us 
fo violent, that all the water in the ſea can never 
ch it: the pains we ſuffer here are ſo extreme, that 
is impoſſible they ſhould be known by any one but 


* ſe that feel them. Vindictive juſtice here diſplays 

4 "SS power, in ſuſtaining of our dying lives under thoſe 

5 ua: and excruciating pains, which ſcarce an angel's 
oug | 


ngth could undergo. 


ſtill b 82 
of tt Another of the ſad ingredients of our miſery, is 
i; 1,8 continuity of our torments, As various, and as 


iverſal, and as extreme violent as they are, they are 
Watinual too; nor have we the leaſt intermiſſion from 
em: our miſeries are both extreme. and always ſo. 
there were any relaxation, it might be ſome: allay ; 
ut this makes our condition ſo deplorable that there is 
fun intermiſion of our torments; but what we ſuffer 
of off» wwe muſt for ever ſuffer. This cauſes a hatred to 
h miſe in our hearts againſt. God; and our hatred againſd | 
od, continues our miſeries upon us. 


The- ſociety or company we have here, is 2 
noredient in our miſery: tormenting devi's and tor- 
ented ſouls are all our company: and dreadful foricks 


1 od execrations _ him, whoſe power and juſ- 
u 
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Another thing that makes our miſery jnſupportable 


d howlings, under the fierceneis of our pain, and 


re | tice 


* was but a bare poſſibility of doing it! What js it that 


r 
tice keeps us here, is all our converſation. And bell This 
the torments of our fellow-ſufferers are ſo. far from nM was 
tigating our miſery, that they increaſe our pain. fury 

The place in which we ſuffer, is another thing th | 
increaſes our ſufferings, it is the abſtract of. miſery, 


priſon, @ dungeon, bottomleſs pit, a lake of fire and bri | 
flone, a furnace of fire that burns to eternity, the blackne * tol 
of darkneſs for ever : and laſily, hell itſelf. And ſach dare 
wretched place as this, muſt needs increaſe our wretch|F" cal 
edneſs. : x ho 


The cruelty of our tormentors, is another hiog th: osten 
adds to our torments. Our tormentors are devils, i 
whom tbere is no pity: but being tormented chemſelve 
do yet take pleaſure 3 in tormenting us. | = 


All thoſe particulars that I have mentioned are ver, fo 
grievous but that which makes them much more grevſhq bi 
ous is, that they ſhall ever be ſo, that all our moſt into (a1 
lerable ju fringe ſhall laſt to all eternity: O wretcheq hen te 
ſtate of men! to be the everlaſting objects of God's re 
venging juſtice ; Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting 
Fre, is that which is perpetually ſounding in my ears ver a 
O that I could reverſe that fatal ſentence! O that ther 


would not do or ſuffer to effect it? and yet Almigh'h,, d 
power can inflit no more than what I ſuffer now. I / 
But that I ſhall fer ever ſuffer it, is what I know no. 

how to bear; and yet what I muſt, ever undergo, Thus This 
have I ſhewed you the miſerable caſe that we are in, ande to 


ſhall be in for ever. | : elf; 
Thi 


F 
610%) | 
This wretched ſoul. had ſcarcely made an end of what 
m mie was ſaying, before he was afre/s tormented by a hel- 
fury, who bid him ceaſe complaining, for it was in 
nin: beſides, (aid he, do you not know, you hav de- 
rved it all? How often were you told of this before, 
© would not then believe it? you laughed at them 
at told you of hell; nay, you were ſo preſumptuous 
dare almighty juſtice to deſiroy you. How often have 
8 Called on God to damn you? And do you now com- 
ain that you are anſwered according to your wiſhes ? 
at an unreaſonable thing is this, that you ſhould call 
often for damnation, and yet be ſo uneaſy under iz? 
u OWN yourſelf, you had ſalvation offered you, and 
u refuſed it: with what face then can you complain 
being damned? I have more reaſon to complain than 
d, for you have had a long time of repentance given 
, but I vas turned to hell as foon as 1 had ſinned : you 
| fatration offered you, and pardon and forgiveneſs + 
ten tendered you; but I never had any mercy offered 
eſe; but was cronfigned, as ſoon 'as I had ſinned, to ever- 
Wing puniſbment : If J had had the offer of ſalvation, I 
er would have ſlighted it as you have done: and it had 
en better for you, that you had never had the offer of 
neither, for then damnation had been eaſier to you. 


igh no do you think ſhould pity you, ft would be dam- 
.in ſpite beaven itſelf? 
not 


Irnis made the wretch cry out, O do not thus con- 
nde to torment me! I know that my deſtruction is of 


elf: O 0m I could moe the thoughts of that is 
here 


- 
. 
K. 


1 


here my greateſt plague: N u be damned, eu the 


fore juſily am ho. 


Then turning to the Fiend that tortured him, he ſ. 
but it was through thy temptations, curſed devil: 
was thou that tempted me to all the ſins | have | 


guilty. of; and Coſt thou now upbraid me? you ſay 


never had a Saviour offered you ; but you ſhould cal 
mind, you never had a tempter neither, as I have | 
continually of thee, from whoſe importunate ſolicitati 


I never codld be free. 


To this the devil ſcornfully replied, I own it was 
buſineſs to de&y you hither; arid you have oft been 


ſo by your preachers; they told you plain enough 


ſought your ruin, and went about continually like oa 


lions ſeeking whom we could devour ; and I was oft 
fraid you would believe them, as ſeveral did, to our g 
diſappointment : but you were willing to do what 
would have you; upon and ſince you have done our we 
it is but reaſonable that we ſhould pay you your way 


And then the Fiend tormented him afreſh, which ca 
him, to roar out ſo horridly, I could no longer ſta 
hear him, and ſo paſt away. | 

Epen. How diſmal, ſaid I then to my conductor, is 
condition of theſe damned ſouls? they are the de 


ſlaves while upon e earth, and he upbraids, and then 


ments them for it, when they come to hell 


Ang. Their malice againſt all the race of * 


my conductor, is exceeding 1922 becauſe the ble 
Ft Redee 
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edeemer died to ſave them, and they enjoy that happi. 
ſs from which thoſe ſpirits were caſt down, And tho' 
is impoſſible they ſhould prevail upon the elect, ſo as 
o make one periſh, yet fince they know not who they 
e, they ceaſe not to tempt all to fin, by all the means 


id the 


he ſ⸗ 
devil: 
ve b 


fay hey can; as knowing thay is the way to make them 
d cal iſerable: and becauſe many ſouls are ignorant of their 
wie evices, they eaſily prevail upon them to their 'eterna/ - 


in. And how they treat them here, for liſtening to 
heir temptations, you have ſeen already, and will ſeas 

ore of it quickly. And though they do it to ſatisfy 
be rage they have againſt them, as they are men, yet 
re they therein the A/mighty's agents, and the juſt exe. - 
uticners of his deſerved wengeance againſt ſinners, who 
fully abſtrey themſebves,, by liſtening to the devil, © 


Paſſing a little further, we ſaw a multitude of damn» 
"$4 ſouls together, gnoſbing their teeth with extreme rage 
* * fain, whilſt the tormenting fiends, with helliſh 
h 44 poured liguid fire and brimſlone continually upon 
: they in the mean time cur/ing G04. themſelves, 
2 theſe about Pens and blaſpheming after a tremendous 


anner. 


I could not forbear aſking of one fiend that ſo tor- 
Fented them, what they w were-that he uſed ſo cruelly ? 
ud he, 
Fiend. They are thoſe that well delerve it: theſe are 
boſe curſed wretches, that would teach others the right 
bad to heaven; whilſt yet chemſer es were ſo in love 


> 15 | with 


hl 220 ©} 


with hell, that 15 came thither: theſe are thoſe ſo 


that have been the great factors of hell upon earth, aff 
therefore do deſerve a particular regard -inthell. V 


uſe our ucmoſt diligence to give every one their ſha 
of torments, but will be ſure to take care theſe ſt 
not want; for theſe have not only their own ſins to a 


wer för, but all thoſe too, whom they have led aſtr: 
both by their doctrine and exam ple, _ 


Epen. Since they have been ſuch great factors for he 


as you ſay, methin':s gratitude ſhould oblige you to 


them a little more kindly. 

Fiend. To this, the impudent fiend anſwered me i 
ſcoffing manner, they that expect gratitude among 
vils, will find themſelves miſtaken: gratitude is a virt 
but we hate all virtue, and profeſs an imortal enmit 
gainſt it. Beſides, we hated all learning, and were 


In our power, not one of them ſhould be happy. It 


true, we do not tell them ſo upon earth, becauſe the 


it is our buſineſs ta flatter and delude them; but wh 


we have them here, where they are faſt enough, ( 


from bell there is no redemption ) we ſoon con vince t! 
of their folly in believing us. 


Epen. From the diſcourſe J had heard of this and 
ther of the devils, I could not but reflect, that it is i 
nite and unſpeakable grace, by which any poor ſinner : 
brought to heaven ; conſidering how many ſnares a 
baits are laid by the enewy of ſouls to entrap them 
the way; and therefore ity is a work well worthy t 


Bed jon of God, to ſave his people from their fins, 4 


a 


does 11 


Yorace, and to clole in with the deſtroyer, 


Jvretchedly I find myſelf miſtaken, to my eternal ſorrow ; 


ey 4ves intend to go te heaven when he dies, muſt walkin the 


( "IT. 
to deliver them from the a to come. But it is an un- 
accountable madneſs and folly iv men to neglect this 


Ang. It is in that thus hardens their hearts, and blinds 
their eyes, ſo that they are uncapable of making a right 
Ig of things, until che holy Spirit comes and anoints 
their eyes with his eye ſalve, and makes the ſcales of 
ignorance and error to drop off, whereby they come to 
ſee things in a tryer light. 


Epen. Going farther on, I heard a wretch complain- 
ing in a heart-breaking ſtrain, againſt thoſe men that had 
betrayed him hither. 

Dam. Sol. I was told, ſaid he, by thoſe 4 de- 
pended on, and thought could have informed me right, 
that if I ſaid but Lord have mercy on me, when I come 
to die, it would be enough to ſave me: but O how 


alaſs, I called for mercy on my death-bed, but found it 
was too late: this curſed devil here,” that told me juſt 
defore, that I was ſafe enough, then told me it was too 
late, and hell muſt be my portion, as I find it is. 


Devil, You ſee I told you true at laſt; and then vou 
would not believe: a very pretty buſineſs; is it not, 
Ichink you? you ſpent your days in the purſuit of fins 
and wallowed in your filthineſs, and yet you would go to 
heaven when you die | would any but a mad man think 
that.that would ever do! no, he that in good carne 


Ways 


) 
aways of holineſs and virtue while he lives You ſay th 
ſome of your lewd companions told you, that ſaying, ſl b 
Lord haue mercy on you, when you come to die, would 
be enough ; a very fine excuſe! you might have known 4 
if you would have given yourſelf but leiſure to have 2 

read the bible, that without holineſs there is none al 25 
ſee the Lord ! therefore this is the ſum of the. matter 
you were willing to live in your fins as long as you could 
you did not leave them at laſt, becauſe you did not like 
them, but becauſe you could follow them no longer 
and this you know to be true. And could you have the 
impudence to think to go to heaven with the love of fit 
in your heart? no, no, no ſuch matter: you haye bee 
warned often enough, that you ſhould nds beed of being 
deceived, for God would not be macked, but ſuch as yo 

''fowed, you ſhall alſo reap: So that you have no reaſo 
to complain of any thing but your own folly, which 
now you ſee too late. 

*  Epen. This lecture of the devil was a very cutting on 
of the poor tormented wretch, ſaid I to my condutta 
and contains the true caſe of many now on earth, as wel 
as thoſe in hell. But O what a far different judgment d 
they make in this ſad ſtate, from what they did on earth 

Angel. The reaſon of that is, replied my guardia 
angel, becauſe they will not allow themſelves, to thin 

what the- effects of fin will be, nor what an evil it i 

'whilſt upon earth: it is inconſideration is the ruin of 

many thouſands, who think not what they are doing, nc 

- whither they are going, till it is too late to help it. 


We had nat gone much further, before we heard * 1 
an 5 ; (2 ö 
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rence between us! They have human nature in its moſt 


ther tormenting himſelf, and agravating his own miſery, W 
by reflecting on the happineſs of the bleſſed fouls. ' | 


Dam. Soul, How brightly, ſaid he, do the ſaints in 
heaven ine in the glory of the divine image, whilſt 1am 
deformed! and yet I was once as capable of that glory 
as they; had the ſame nature with them, the ſame. rea- 
ſon, the ſame intellectual faculties and powers; but O 
what a pradigeous monſter am I become! that I ould 
hate, and hate eternally, the eternal excellenccy: now in 


and death are finiſhed upon me: O how vaſt is the diffe- 


1 
| 


exalted beauty and perfection, but I, curſed I, have the 
fame nature in its utmoſt turpitude and deprivation : 
which renders the compariſon unſpeakably far more un- 
equal, than that would be of the moſt amiable lovely 
perſon flouriſhing in all the gaity and prime of youthful 
firength and beauty; with a putrified and rotten carcaſs, 
deformed by the corruption of a loathſome grave: ah, 
whence is this amazing difference, but through my wil/nl Wl 
and curſed fin? it is fin, it is only fin, that has. undone W 
me, and brought me here to ſuffer, as the juſt reward 

thereof, the dreadful vengeance of eternal fre. t 


Eben. We were deverted from giving any further ear 
unto theſe ſtriking ſelf- reflections of this poor loſt crea- 
ture, dy ſeeing a vaſt number of torm̃enting fiends laſhing 
inceſſantly a numerous company of wretched ſouls, with 


knotted whips of evereburtiing feel: whilſt they roared 
out with -cries fo very piercing and ſo Jamentable, I 


ought it might have melted ever c itſelf into ſome 
D 2 pity. 
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pity. Which made me ſay to one of the tormentors, O 
ſtay your hand, and do not uſe ſuch cruelty as this, to 
them that are your fellow-creatures, and whom perhaps 
you have yourſelves betrayed to all this miſery. 


Devil. No, (anſwered the tormentor, very ſmoothly) 


" tho' we are bad enough, 20 devil ever was fo bad as they, 


nor guilty of ſuch crimes as they have been: for we 
know there is a God, although we hate him ; but theſe 


are ſuch as never could be brought to own (till they came 


hither) that there was ſuch a being. 

Epen. then theſe, ſaid I, are atheiſts: a wretched ſort 
of men indeed; and who had once like to have ruined 
me, had noc eternal grace prevented it.— I had no ſoon- 
er ſpoke, but one of the tormented wretches cries out 
with a ſad mournful accent. 

Dam. Soul. Sure 1 e know 4 Vai ce: it muff be 
Epenetus,— 

I. was amazed to here my name mentioned by one of 
the infernal crew ; and therefore being deſirous to know 
who it was, I anſwered, yes I am Epenetus; but who 
are you in that ſad loſt condition, that knows me? 

Dam, Soul. To this, the loſt unknown replied, I was 
” once well acquainted with you upon earth, and bad al- 
moſt perſuaded you to be of my opinion; I am the au- 
thor of that celebrated book, ſo well 7 w the title 
of Leviathan. ) 


Epen. What, the great Hobbs, fail ; are you come hi. 
ther? Your voice is ſo much changed, I did not know it. 


Hobbs. Yes, * he, | am that unhappy man in- 
. Ceed 


I 


E * 
deed: but am ſo far from deing great, that I am one of q 


10 the moſt wretched perſony in all theſe ſooty territories. || 
Ps Nor is it any wonder that my voice is changed; for I W 
þ am now changed in my principles, /hough = changed too 
ly) late to do me any good: for now I know there is a God® 
WD but O! L wiſh there were not; for I am ſure he will 
we have no mercy on me: nof is there any reaſon that he 
eſe ſhould : J do confeſs I was his foe on earth, and now i 
me he is mine in hell; where he makes me to ſuffer all 
tat almighty power can infli&t , or that a creature is 
ort able to ſuſtain. I feel, I feel, to my eternal æuoe, that 


ed I am, now the ſubje& of that power I once ſo wickedly | 
n- derided : and it is that wretched confidence I had in 


ut my own wiſdom, that has thus betrayed me. 
Epen. Your caſe indeed is miſerable; and yet you needs 
be i muſt own you ſuffer juſtly. For how induftrious were 71 
| vou to make proſelytes of others. and ſo involve them 
of in the ſame damnation? none has more reaſon to know | 
W ij this, than I, who had almoſtbeen taken! in the ſame ſnare, il 
10 and periſh irrecoverably. | 9 
Hobbs. It is that, ſaid he, that ſtings me to the heart, 
as to think how many periſh by my means: I was afraid, | 
1 when firſt I heard your voice, that you had likewiſe 
u- been conſigned to puniſhment. Net that I can aviſh a- 


le ny perſon happy, for it is my plague to think that any 9 

are ſo, whilſt I, am miſerable; but becauſe every ſoul } 
i. chat is brought hither, through my ſeduction, whilſt I } 
it. ] was on earth, doubles my pains in hell. 


n- © - Epen, BY tell me; for I would fain be informed, and b 
ed n vou 


- 


5 

you can do it: did you indeed believe, when upon earth, 
there was no God? could you immagine that the world 
could make itſelf? And that the creatures were the cauſes 
of their own production? Had you no ſecret whiſpers 
in your ſoul, that told you, it was another made you, 
and not yourſelf? And had you never any doubts about 
this matter? I have often heard it ſaid, when upon 
earth! though there are many- that profeſs. their is no 
God, there is not one that thinks ©: and it would be 
ſtrange there ſhould, becauſe. there is none but carries 
in their boſom a witneſs for that God whon they deny. 
Now you can, tell whether it is ſo or no; and 8 have 
no reaſon to conceal your ſentiments. 


Hebbs. Nor will I, Epenetus, anſwered he, although 
the thoughts thereof ſtings me afreſh, I did at firlt be- 


\ 
| 


Heve there was a God, who was that ſovereign ſelf ſub- 


ſifting power, that gave a being ta all other creatures: 


but falling afterwards to vicious courſes, which rendered 
me obnoxious to his wrath, I had ſome ſecret wiſhes 
there was none ; for it is impoſſible. to think there is a 
God, and not withal to think kim uf and righteous, 
and conſequently, that he is obliged to puniſh the tranſ- 

greſſors of his law: and ſeeing I was conſcious to myſelf, 
I lay obnoxious to his juſtice, it made me hate him, and 
wiſh that there was no ſuch being: but fill purſuing 
the fame vicious courſes, and finding juſtice did got o- 


vertake me, I then began ta hope there was no God; 


and from thoſe hopes, I began to frame in my own breaſt, 


ideas ſuitable to what 1 mw and nt thus in my 
* owa 


* 
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own thoughts framed a new ſyſtem of the worlds ori- 

ginal, excluding thence'the being of a Deity, I found 
myſelf ſo fond of thoſe new notions, that I at laſt pre- 
vailed upon myſelf to give them credit, and then en- 
deavoured to faſten the belief of them on others. But 
ere 1 came to ſuch an height as this, I do acknowledge 
that I found w@veral checks in my own conſcience for 


what I did, and all along ſhould now and then be trou- 


bled with ſome ſtrange uneaſy thoughts, as if I ſhoald 
not find all right at laft ; which I endeavoured to put 


off, as much as in me lay. And now I find thoſe check» | 


ing thoughts, that might have beef of ſervice to me 


then, are here the things that moſt of all torments me. 


And I muſt own. the love of fin hardened my heart a- 
gainſt my Maker, and made me hate him firſt, and 
then deny his being. Sin that I hugged ſo cloſe withia 
my boſom, has been the curſed cauſe of all this wo; 
the ſerpent that has Aung my foul to death. For now 
1 find maugre my vair philoſophy, and thoſe new ſyſ- 
tems I endeavoured to obtrude upon the world. There is 
a God, and that a great and terrible one. I find too 
now, that God will not be mocked, although it was my 
daily practice in the world to mock at heaven, and tidi- 
cule whatever things are ſacred : which were the means 
I uſed-to ſpread abroad my curſed notions, and which 


1 always found very ſucceſsful : for thoſe I could but 


get to ridicule the ſacred oracles, I always looked upon 
to be in a fair way to become my diſciples. But now 
* thoughts thereof are more tormenting to me, than + 

D4 
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all the torments I ſuſtain by whips of burning ſteel, 
For nothing more provokes the offended Majeſty of hea- 
—ven, than thus to ridicule what he has made ſo awful, 


Epen By that which you have ſaid, it is eaſy to diſcern 
the great malignity of fin againſt the ever-blefſed God, 
from whoſe moſt righteons will and law. is a deviation, 

And it was alone your giving away to un, that entailed 
all your mileries upon you; and doubtleſs, it is a cruel 
and tormenting thought to think, that what you ſuffer is 
moſt juſtly. But it is not my deſign to agravate your 

' mixeries, only I would aſk another queſtion that I would 
have reſolved : I heard yourſelf and others in the ſame 
condition with you, cry out of burning ſteel, and fire 
and flames, and yet I cannot deſcern it: where there is 


fre there mult be ſome degree of light; and yet for ought 
appears to me, you are ſtill in utter darkneſs. 


"Hobbs. O that I could but ſay; I felt no fire: how 
eaſy would my torments be, to that which now I find 
them! But oh alas, the fire that we endure, ten thou- 
ſand times exceeds all culinary fire in fierteneſs; and is 
| of a quite different nature from it: which you already 
well obſerved in one particular, which is that there is 
no light at all attends it, as does upon ſuch fire as burns 
on earth; but notwithſtanding all the fire you burn on 
earth, is of a preying and devouring nature; for what- 
ever it takes hold off, it conſumes to aſhes; and when 
it meets with no more fewel it goes out. But here it 
is not ſo; for though it burns with that tremendous 
 fierceneſs, which none but thoſe that feel it -know, yet 
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does it not conſume, nor never will: we fhall ever be 


burning. yet not be burned : it is a tormenting, but not 
onſuming fire. The fire that is burned on earth, is a 
@rporeal fire and cannot ſeize on immaterial ſubſtan- 
ces; and ſuch are ſouls: but here the fire ſeizes upon 


our ſouls, and puts them unto pain ſo exquiſit, and ſo 


tormenting as cannot be expteſt. 


It was my ignorance 


of this, when upon earth, that made me ridicule the 


notion of immaterial ſubſtance being burnt by fire: 
which here to my own coſt, I find too true.-And then 
another difference betwixt the fire. that burns in here, 


and that which burns on earth, is this, that you can kin- 
dle that whenever you pleaſe, and quench it when you 
will: but here it is otherwiſe; this fire is kindled by 
the breath of heaven, like to a ſtream of brimſtone, and 

it burns for ever; and therefore is. moſt properly tiled, 
Fire unquenchable, which. here is like to be our everlaſt- 
ing portion, And this is what I have to anſwer unto 


the laſt ſad queſtion that you aſked me, 


Epen. Sad indeed ſaid I, I ſee what Almighty power 
can inflit on thoſe that violate his righteous law. —[ 
was making ſome further ebſervations on what I heard, 
when the relentleſs fiend, that was before tormenting of 


them thus interrupted me. 


Devil. You ſee by bim what ſort of men they were, 
when in the world, and do not you think that they de- 


ſerve the puniſhment they undergo? | 


Epen. To which I anſwered, doubtleſs it is the juſt 


reward of ſin which no. / they ſuffer ; * which here- 
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after you ſhall ſuffer too: for you as well as they, have 


ſhall ſuffer the juſt vengeance of eternal fire. Nor is 
in the leaſt any excuſe to ſay, you never doubted the 
being of a God; for though you knew there was: 


God, yet you rebelled againſt him ; and therefore may 


be juſtly puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the 
preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power 


Devil. To this the fiend replied, it is true we knoy 
we ſhall be puniſhed as thou haſt ſaid ; but if it be a rea- 
ſon why mankind ſhould have pity ſhewed them, be- 


cauſe they fell through the temptations of devils; it is 
the ſame caſe with me, and all the reſt of the inferior 


ſpirits, for we were tempted by the bright ſun of th 
morning, to take part with him. And therefore tho 

this aggravates the crime of Lucifer, it ſhould extenuat 
that of interior ſpirits. 


Ang. To this my bright conductor (who had not 
ſpoken to them ſince my coming hither) thus replied 
with a ſtern angery countenance, O thou apoſtate wicked 
lying ſpirit! Canſt thou affirm thoſe things and ſee me 
here? Doſt thou not know, it was thy proud heart 
made thee take part with Lucifer againſt the bleſſed 
God, who had created tkee a glorious creature: bat prid 
ing of thyſelf in/thy own beauty, thou wouldeſt have 


been above thy bleſſed Creator, and ſo wert ready to take] 


part with Lucifer, and juſtly art with him caſt down tc 


hell, and thy former comelineſs and beauty changed t 


tkat horrid monſtrous form, in which ow thou appear 
7 e 


ſinned againſt the ever bleſſed God; and for your ſin, 
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eſt, as the juſt puniſhment of thy rebellious pride: 
Devil. To this the apoſtate ſpirit only ſaid why doſt 
thou thus invade our territories, and come here to tore | 
ment us before our time? and when he had ſaid this, 
he ſlunk away, as if he durſt not ſtay to have an anſwer, 

Epen. The fiend being gone, I ſaid to my condudtor, | 
ſomething I have already heard about the fall of the a- 
poſtate angels, but have a great deſire to be informed 
in the particulars thereof more fully, 


N Ang. To this my guardian angel anſwered me, when 
thou ſhalt once have put off thy mortality, and be tranf- 


. lated to the bleſſed above, there thou ſhalt know ſuch 


art not capable of comprehending now. The angelic ſpi4 


| loves to have a free and willing ſervice offered him by all 
his creatures; and this, the ſacred oracles informs you 


great promiſe of the bleſſed Meſſiah; ſo all thoſe bleſſed 


the apoſtate angels, are, * the wonderous grace of 


things as now thou canſt. not apprehend. And therefore 


in the preſent ſtate, deſire not to be wiſe above what is 


written. It is enough to know the angels ſinned, and 
for their fin were caſt down to hell.—But how pure 


; ſpirits ſhould have a thought riſe in their hearts againſt] 


the eternal purity that firſt created them, is what thou 


rits are free agents all, created ſo*by the almighty, whe 


is called a reaſonable ſervice; and angels had a time fo 
their probation, even in heaven, as well as Adam had inf 
radiſe; and like him was created with a poſſibility off 
alling* But as the fall of Adam wus repaired , by the 


ſpirits, that kept their ſtation in the great defection off 
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be the head of angels tos, as well as men, and have in 
all things the pre-eminence, as well becomes the eternal 
Son of God. But you have ſeen enough in theſe black 
realms of miſery and woe, to ſhe w the glory of eternal 
juſtice, which even the damned ſpirits, own to be ſo. 
For when that great deciding day ſhall come, in which 


the bodies of the dead ſhall riſe, and be united to their 
ſouls again, and then appear before the judgment-ſeat, 


there is none of the black ſouls but will plead guiley, 


aud juſtify the judgment of damnation, that they ſhall 
then hear God pronunce againſt them. 


Epen. I have obſerved, ſaid I, that all of them com- 
plain moſt of the torment that ariſes from their own ſenſe 


of guilt; which juſtifies the juſtice of the puniſhment. — 
This gloomy priſon is the beſt glaſs to behold fin io its 
moſt. proper colours. For were there not the greateſt 
malignity in fin, it would not be rewarded with 10 ex 


treme a puniſhment. : 


Angel, Your inference is very natural, but there is 
yet a better glaſs than this, to ſee the juſt demerits, 
due to fin; and that is by contemplation to behold the 
bleſſed Son of God upon the croſs; there we may fee 
the dire effects of fin: there we may fee its true ma- 
lignity. For all the ſufferings of the damned bere, are 
but the ſufferings of erzatures ſtill; but on the croſs you 
ſee a ſuffering God. 


Epen. Surely, ſaid I, juſtice and mercy did never fo 
en and kiſs each other, as in that fatal hour. For 
. 


* 


the Meſſiah, confirmed therein for ever; that he might 
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juſtice here was fully ſatisfied in the juſt puniſhment of 
ſin: and mercy triumphed, and was pleaſed, becauſe 


hereby ſalvation for poor ſinners was effected. And 0 


eternal praiſes to his holy name for ever | That by his. 


grace has made me willing; to gccept of this ſalvation, 
and thereby to become an heir of glory: for I remem- 


ber ſome of thoſe loſt wretches here, have in their bit- 
ter lamentations urged; that when ſalvation has been of- 


fered them, they have refuſed it. It was therefore N 


alone that helped me to accept it. 
My ſhining guardian told me hereupon, that he muſt 


now conduct me to the earth again, and leave me, there, 


to wait with faith and patience, till my expected happy 
change ſhould come. And added likewiſe, that it would 


be my wiſdom to retain always a due ſence of my own 


unworthineſs,; for to be vile in my own eyes, would 


make me precious in the fight of God, and that I ſhould 


not take that caution ill, becauſe the enemy of ſouls 


is readieſt with temptations, to puff up thoſe who have 
had great diſcoveries and revelations of the mind of God: 


for there is nothing that the devils aim at more, than to 
deſtroy thoſe. who are moſt dear to God: and tho“ he 


ever fails in his attempts, he is unwearied ſtill in his 
endeavours; and oftentimes prevails ſo far againſt them, 


as to perſwade them to commit thoſe fins, which makes | 


them afterwards go mourning to their graves. | 


I gave him thanks for the good counſel he had given 


me, and told him I ſhould be much wanting to myſelf, 


* Yet x D 7 ſhew 
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ſhew me. Come then, ſaid he, and let us leave theſe 
realms of woe and horror to the poſſeſſion of their black 
inhabitants. And in a very little ſpace of time, I found 
' myſelf on earth again, and in that very place where [ 
- deſigned to lave commigted that black fin of being my 
own murderer, overcome by the temptations of the de- 
vil, who had perſuaded me there was no God, as in the 
begining of the book related. —But what way it was 
that I came thither, I am not at all able to determine. — 
As ſoon as I was by the bank that 1 before had ſat on, 


the bright appearance, by whom I had been all along 
Fondutted,' ſaid to me, 


Ang Now Epenetus, you know aka you are, and [ 


muſt ſtay no longer with yon now: I have another mi- 
niſtration to attend. Praiſe him that fits upon the throne 
for ever, who has all power in heaven, earth, and hell, 


Hor all thi wonders of his love and grace, 
That he has Heron us in fo Joort a Jpace. 


Epen. As I was going to reply to him, my bright 
conduftor diſappeared, and I was left alone. And ha- 
viag for ſome time confidered of the amazing viſions [ 
had ſeen, and of the wonderous things that I had heard, 
I ſcarce believed I was again on earth; nor did I know 
what time it was I had been abſent. And then reſolving 
to return to my own habitation, I firſt knecled down and 
prayed that I might never loſe a lively ſenſe of all thoſe 
wondrous things that had been ſhown me: and then aroſe 
vp again, . as pony God for all his goodneſs, 


and 


— 
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e 
and much Anirig at his wondrous grace and condeſcen- 
fion, Being returned unto my houſe, my family were 
much ſurpriſed to ſec my countenance ſo ſtrangely chang- 
ed: and looked upon me as if they ſcarce had known me, 
I aſked them what the meaning was, of their unuſual 
admiration? 


They anſwered, It was the alteraiion-in my ritgs 
that had cauſed it. _ 


In what reſpect, ſaid I, is it * Fam altered ſo ? 
They told me, yeſterday my looks were ſo extremely 


clouded and caſt down, Iſeemed the very image of de- 
ſpair: but now my face appeared abundantly more 


beautiful, and carried all the marks of perfect Joy and 


ſatisfaction i in it. 
If you had teen, faid I, what [ kave ſeen to day, 


you would not wonder at the change you ſee.—Then 


going into my cloſet I took my pen and ink, and there 
writ down what I had heard and ſeen, declaring the 
whole viſions from the firſt * ak All which 1 bope 


may have the ſame effect on thoſe that read them, as they 


| had upon me in ſecing and writing them. 


Now to the King eternal, immortal, avid, the 05 
wiſh God, be glory for ever, Amen. | | 


To whoſe bleſſing I recommend it, 
JOHN BUNYAN: 
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4 f gabe of Heaven, from Ds. WATTS. 


HERE is a land of pure delight, Es 
Where ſaints immortal reign ; ee 
Infinite day excludes the vight, 


And pleaſures baniſh pain. 1 Far 
There everlaſting ſpring abides, | W 
And never withering Rowers; | ju 
Death like a narrow ſea divides, Wks 
This heavenly land from ours. IT ty Fre 


Sweet fields beyond the ſwelling flood, 
Stand dreſs'd in living green; _ 


So to the Jews old Canaan ſtood, et Bs | 
While Jordan roll'd between, | Th 
But timerous mortals ſtart and ſhrink, 1 
To crofs this narrow ſea ; In 
And lioger ſhivering on the brink, (8: bb | 
And fear to launch away. | | Th 
Cou'd we but climb where Moſes ſtood, "Pp 
And view the region o'er; | | | In 
5 Not Jordan'sſtream nor death's cold flood. 0 
__ - * $Shou'd fright us from the ſhore. TIF, 7 
Pure are the joys above the ſky, F<; oY 
And all the region peace, | Te 
No vente lips, nor-envious eye, 1 
Can fee or taſte the bliſs, | 'N 
There ſhalf dye fee the ſaints above, © oO 
Ihn their own glorious forms; IT i ; N 
And wonder why our ſouls did love; of | 
To dwell with nibrtal worms, 1 0 O 
Soon make that day, ſweet Lord, appear N | 
When we ſhall dwell above: | ee A 


And ſtand and bow among them there, 
And glory ling, and. love. 
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34 Proſpect of Hell, &c. from the ſame,” 


\ \ Z ITH holy fear and humble ſong, 
The dreadful God adore; 
Rev'rence and awe become the tongue, 
That ſpeaks his dreadful power. 
Far in the deep where darkneſs dwells, 
Great horror and deſpair ; 
Juſtice has built a diſmal hell, 
And, ſtor'd up vengeance there. 
Eternal plagues and heavy chains 
Tormenting racks and coals; 
Satan darts forth immortal pains, 
On wretched, damned ſouls, 
There Satan, the firſt ſinner lies, 
Roars, bites his iron bands; 
In vain the rebel ſtrives to riſe, _ 
Cruſh'd with God's weighty hands, 
There guilty ghoſts of Adam's race, 
Shrick out beneath his rod: 
Once they could ſcorn a Saviour's grace, 
And griev'd an angry Gd. 
- Vaſt multitudes of ſinners lie, 
And darkneſs makes their chains; 
Tortur'd with deep deſpair they cry, 
Yet wait for fiercer pains, | 
Not all their anguiſh and their blood 
For their old guilt attones ; 
Nor the compaſſion of a God, 
Shall hearken to their groans. 
Oh! wretched ſtate of deep deſpair, 
_ *Toſee their God remove, 
And fix their doleful ſtation, where 
They never taſte his love. 


FI N 1. 8 


0 Lirz and DArn 
58 8 f 0 4 ; ; ox 
FOHN RD 
1 — 
7 be Ri ghteous Aal be. in everlaſling Remembranci 
art. Jobn Bunyan was born at Elfon, in the County 


of Bedford of poor parents: His Original be- 
ing ſo mean, that I know not in whom the Words of the 


great Apoſtle tothe Gentiles were more fully examplified 


than in him. For you ſee your Calling, Brethren; how 
that not many wiſe Men, after the fleſh, not many mighty, 

not many noble, are called; but God hath choſen the faoliſt 
Fs Things of the World to confound the wiſe; and God bath 
choſen the weak Things of the World, to confound the 
Things that are mi 2455 : And baſe Things of the Workl, 


and Things which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen = | bat 
no Fleſb might glory in his Preſence, And this he himſel 

was ready upon all Occaſions to own. | wy 
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His Parents were very mean, but they took Cre to 
give him that Learning which was ſuitable to their Con- 
dition ; but ſo great was his natural Depravity, and his 
Proneſs to all Evil; he had no Heart ought good, ad- 
dicting himſelf ſo much in bis very Childhood to Curſing. 
Swearing, Lying, and blafpheming, that he bad few E- 
quals in Wickedneſs; inſomuch, that 1 remember I have 
heard him ſay, with Grief of Heart, He aa A Town | 
Sevearer ; that is to ſay, One that was taken Notice of | 
as one moſt notoriouſly wicked; by all the Town where 
he lived : Yet was not his conſcience ſeared, but would 


often give bim ſuch Twinges as made him very uneaſy ;. 


Being alſo often frightned with Dreams, and*tertified by 
Viſions in the Night; fearing leſt for the Sins he had 
committed in the Day, be ſhould be taken away by De- 
vils in the Night, and by them be bound down with 
Chains of Darkneſs to the Judgment of the Great Day. 
And theſe Fears was frequent with him, when he had 
hardly reached to the Age of Ten Years; And ſome- 
times Deſpair had taken ſo much hold on him, that he 
wiſhed, that either there had been no Hell, or that him- 
If had been a Devil, ſuppoting that the Devils were 
only Tormentors of others, but were not tormented 


| themſelves. And yet, when theſe Thoughts had left 


him, he followed his ſinful Pleaſures with all the Eager- | 


neſs imaginable ; as he himſelf exprelleſs it, The 1 | 
Ring leader of all the Vouth that kept him Company. 
in all Manner of Vice and Ungodlineſs. 


"But notwirſtanding ul this Wickedneſs of his, God aid - 
not. 


% 
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yot utterly leave him, but followed him ſometimes with 
_ Convittiongy and ſometimes with Judgments, but yet 

ſuch as "4 in them a Mixture of Mercy: At one 
Time be ll into a Creek of the Sea, and then hardly 
eſcaped drowning and at ano ther Time he fell out of 
a Boat into Bedford River: but there he alſo was ** 
ſerved, though with great Difficulty. 


God left not e without a Witneſs in his Soul, 
often checking him & We, or another ; one Day be- 

ing at Sly with his Companions, a Voice ſuddenly darted 
from Heaven i into his 1 ſaying, Wilt thou leave thy 
| Sins, and go to Heaven, or have thy Sins and go to Hell ? 
This put bim into ſuch a Conſternation, that he immedi. 
| ately left his Sport, and looking up to Heaven, thought 
be ſaw the Lord Jeſus looking down upon bim as one 
hotly diſpleaſed with him. 


But ſee the Works of Satan! No cont had- this made 

ſome Impreſſion on his Mind, but the Devil ſuggeſted 
to him, That he had been a great and prievous Sinner, 
and that it was now too late for him to look after Hea- 
ven, for Chriſt would not forgive him, nor pardon his 
Tranſgreſſions. And this is no other than the devil's uſual 
Practice, firſt to draw Sinners to commit all Iniquity 
with greedineſs, and then to perſwade them there is no 
Hope of Mercy left, that thereby the Sinner may be 
prevailed with to go on in Sin. And this was the ef- 
fect that this Suggeſtion had upon Mr. Bunyan ; who 
looking upon himſelf as one that ſinned beyond the reach 
of * N within himſelf he would take his Fill 


: of 


Out parts of the Town, heard a Woman ſay to. her 


go on in his Sin; ſometimes ſcaring, him with Dreams, 


aw 
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of Sin, it vel the only Pleaſure he was ever like to 
ve. 
Once, as he was going on in the full Career of Sin, 
and belching out Oaths like the Madman that Solomon 
ſpeaks of, who ſcatters abroad Firebrands, Arrows and 
eath, be was reproved ſeverely by a Woman, who 
was 2 notorious Sinner herſelf; who. told him, That 
he evas the uglieſt Fellow for Swearihg that ever | 
ſhe heard in all her Life; and that by his doing thus, he 
was able to ſpoil all the Youth i in the Town, if they came 
into his Company. This Repoof, coming from ſuch a 
Woman, whom be knew to be very wicked and ungodly, { 
filled him with great Shame. And made him wiſh, that 
he had never known what it was to be a Swearer, and 
even made him out of Love with it; and from that 
Time forward very much to refrain from-it. Thi | 
me in mind of a Story I have read in the Life of | 
Mr. Perkins, who in his younger Years was e gfeat 4 
Debauchee as any of the Univerſity of Cambridge, Where 
he was brought up. He coming one Time through the 1 
: 
Child that was froward and peeviſh, Either hold your | 
Tongue, or I will pive you to drunken Perkins vonder. 
Theſe Words were ſo great a Reproof to him, finding \ 
himſelf made a common Bye-word among People, that 4 
it made him reſolve upon a Reformation, 


But to return to Mr. Bunyan, God having a Defign 
of Grace towards him, gave him frequent Checks and 
Interruptions in the midſt of his ſtrongeſt Reſolutions to 
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and terrifying him with Viſions, in an extraordinary 
: Manner. 

For once he dreamed that he ſaw the Face of Heavens, 
as it wers all on Fire, and the Firmament cracking and 
ſhivering with the Noiſe of mighty Thunders, and that 
an Arch-Angel flew ia the Midſt of Heaven, ſounding 
a Trumpet, and a Throne of Glory was placed in the 
Eaſf, whereon ſat a Perfon in Brightneſs like the Mort. 
ing Star. Upon which Mr. Bunyan, thinking in biz 
Dream that it was the End of the World, fell upon his 
Kneeſs, and with up-lifted Hands towards Heaven, ctied 
out, O Lad God have Mercy upon mel What all I d 
The Day «of Judgment is come, and I am not prepared. s 
And then immediately he heard a Voice behind him, ſay. 
ing, Repent. Ang upon this he awaked, and found it 
was but a- Dream; hut ſurely it was a very awful 
Dream, and a Memento ſent from Heaven; and it had 
an Effect accordingly ; for upon this he grew more 
ſerious, and it remained in his Mind a conſiderable 
Time. 


At another Time he mb That he was in a plea- 
ſant Place, living in Riot and Luxury, Banquetting and 
Feaſting his Senſes: Where, on a ſudden, even in a 
Moment, a mighty Earthquake rent the Earth in ſunder, 
out of the wide and dreadful Gap. came blood and amaz- 


E - ing Flames, and in thoſe Flames the Figures of Men 


toſſed up in Globes of Fire, and falling down again, 
with horrid Shrieks and · Cries, and Execrations ; whilſt 

ſome Devils tit were __ with them, laughed aloud 
| ' } . ad 
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at their Torments. And whilſt he flood trembling at this 
frightful Viſion, he thought the Earth ſhook under him, 
and a Circle of flame incloſed him: But when he thought 
himſelf juſt ar the Point of periſhing, One in white ſhin- 
ing Raiment deſcended, and plucked him dut of that 
dreadful Place, whilſt the Devils cried after him; to leave 
him with them, that he might receive the juſt Puniſh- F 
ment his Sins had deſerved ; yet he eſcaped the Danger» 
He was extremely afrighted with this Dream, and not 
a little glad he found it to be a Dream; though indeed 
it was a great deal more, for it was the lecret Working 

af the Almighty upon bis Spirit, to draw him from his 


Sins, altho' he was ignorant of Chriſt, 


But in alittle Time after, he fell into the 3 of 
a poor Man, that made Profeſſion of Religion, whoſe 
Diſcourſe of Religion, and of the Scriptures, ſo affected 
Mr. Bunyan, that he betook himſelf to reading the Bible. 


This produced Reformation both in his Words and 
Life; and he now was fallen into a kind of Legal Re- 
ligon working for Life, and making up a Righteout- 


neſs for himielf thereby. 


And thus he continued for near a Year; his Neighbours b 


all that Time taking him for a.very good Man, and 


wondered at his Reformation: his Change of Life and i 
Manners being as remarkable, as for T0 om of Bedlam to 


become a ſober Man. 


Not long after, the Providence of God fo ordered it, j 


5 Mr. Bauan went to 3 to work at his Cal- 
108, 
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ling, and happened there to hear three or four poor Wo- 
men, who were fitting in the Sun, diſcourſing together I Soing 
about the Things of God, which cauſed him to draw had tc 
near to them, for he was by this Time himſelf become a I not ft: 
mighty Talker of Religion: But when he heard them Kno 
a-while, as himſelf confeſſed, he heard indeed, but he Horſe 
underſtood not, for they ſpoke of Things obove his Prov. 
Reach; diſcourſing of the New Birth, and how they Iche M 
were erer of their miſerable State by Nature, I For hi 
They talked, How God had viſited their Souls with his Thing 
Love in the Lord Jeſus, and with what Words and Pro. Ithat 
miſes they had been refreſhed, comforted, and ſupported IThre⸗ 
againſt the Temptations of the Devil: They alſo rea- But 
ſoned of the Suggeſtions and Temptations of the Evil Heart 
One in particular, and told each other which way they tation 
had been aſlaultd, and how they were borne up under F{eyera 
his Aſſaults. He heard them likewiſe diſcourſe of the away, 
Wretchedneſs of their own Hearts, and of their Unbe- any, | 
lief; and of contemning and abhorring their own Righ- 
teouſneſs, as filthy, and inſufficient to do them any Good. 
And àll this appeared to him to be ſpoken with ſuch an Temp 
Air of Joy and Pleaſantneſs, in Scripture Language, queſt 
and with ſuch an, Appearance of Grace in all they ſaid, 
that they ſeemed to him, as if they had found a new And / 
„World, as if they were People that dwelt alone, and But 
were not to be reckoned among their Neighbours, IAcatisfa 


The Diſcourſe of theſe good Women mightily affecled gain 
him, and made him very deſirous to hear further of Deluf 
* And thay be made it his Buſineſs tobe Þ#* ha 

going wante 


-. 


. had touched his Heart by their Diſcourſe, that he could 


t 
going often ihto the Company of thoſe People, for God 
not ſtay away. And ſo intent was his Miad upon the 


Knowlecge of theſe Things, that his Heart was like the 
Horſe-Leech at the Vein, ſtill cried out Give, Give, 


Prov. xxx. 15. And now nothing but the RevelatTon of 


the Myftery of Faith iu his own Heart could ſatisfy him: 
For his whole Soul was then fixed on Eternity, and the 
Things of the Kingdom of God, ſo far as be knew, 
that neither | Pleaſures nor Profits, Perſuaſions, nor 
Threats, could make him let go his Hold. 

But after Divine Grace had been thus lindiid in bis 
Heart, the Devil ſtrove hard, by diverſe Winds of Temp- 
tations to blow it out again: Cauſing himſelf to make 
ſeveral Objections againſt himſelf; as, That he was a caſt 


away, and one that had no Faith, an never could have 


any, becauſe he was not elictel. 


Indeed he was a long Time troubled with very ſore _ 


Temptations to try him: One great Thing was the 
queſtioning of his Faith, having frequently ſach thoughts 


as theſe injected into his Mind: How if you want Faith? 


And how can you tell if you hae Faith! 


But while he was confidering how he ſhould make a TO 
8 ſatisfactory Trial of this Matter, the Tempter ſought a 


gain to take Advantage upon him, coming in with this 


Deluſion, That there was no Way for him to try vhether 
2. bad Faith. but by trying to work ſome Miracle: Nor 


wanted he * to back: it; for as he perverted the 
. Scriptures 


| Scriptures when he tempted our Bleſſed Lord, ſo did he 
alſo the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, in tempting this 
his Servant; urging, Matthew xvii. 20. F ye have 


Mountain, Remove hence to yonder Place, and it ſhall re. 
moe, and nothing ſhall be impoſſible to you. The Temp. 


*» 


that God would make" you able, and when he was about 
to Pray, he had ſome ſecret Impulſe that prevailed upon 
him not to put his Faith upon that Trial. | 


ing then hot upon him, to try his Faith by doing ſome 
Miracle) he was about to ſay to ſome Paddles that were 


"how eminently God had fitted him for the Wort of the 


God had bleſſed him. 


the Lord, and Faſting, more particulary called forth, ani 


and with a deep Senſe of his own Unworthineſs : And 
God was pleaſed to bleſs and proſper the Work of bi 
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About the Year. 1655 he was baptized, and admittel ould 


Faith as a Grain of Muſtard feed ye ſhall fey unto this 


tations proceeded fo far, that one Day Mr. Bunyan, be. 
ing between Elfow and Bedford, (The Temptation be. 


then in the Horſe- pond, Be, dry] And as he was going 
to ſpeak, this Thought came into his Mind, Pray firfs 


a Member of the Church at Bedford; who Having bac long 


Experience of the Grace of God that was in him, and 


"reach 
now | 
he M: 
ſingu 
anied 
But 
ie De 
ut of 
ied, al: 
reach. 


t a Me 
Hand, ſo that many Souls were every where brought t#, mi; 


” 


Miniſtry, he was earneſtly defired by the Copgregation 
to communicate to them thoſe Spiritual Gifs with whic| 


Some Time after which, he was by ſalemn Prayer tc 


ſet apart for the more public Preaching the Word of God 
which he entered upon with great Fear and Trembling 


, 
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ay hold upon the Lord Jeſus, by believing, and to the 
eceiving of the Truth in the Love of thereof, thro” his 


iniſtry, to the Praiſe and Glory of God's Grace. 


One remarkable inſtance I cannot omit, and that is, 
hat being to preach in a Church in a Countty Village 
befor the Reſtoration of King Charles ) in Cambridęgſpire, 
ad the People being gather'd together in the Church- - 
"Bard, a Cambridge Scholar, and none of the ſobereſt 
either, enquired what the Meaning of that Concourſe . 
People was (it being upon a Week. Day; and beiog 
Fold one Bunyan, a Tinker, was to Preach there, he 
ve a Lad two- pence to hold his Horſe, ſaying, he was 
| eſolved to hear the Tinker prate: and ſo he went into 
ſhe Church to hear him. But God met him there by 
iis Miniſtry, ſo that he came out much changed; and 
tte rould, by his Good-will, hear none but the Tinker for 
; bath long time after, he himſelf becoming a very eminent 
, andPreacher in that Country afterwards. This Story IL 
ff thenow to be true, having many Times diſcourſed with 


Þ fingular Inſtance of the Power of God, that accom- 
anied his Miniſtry. 


But a powerful Miniſter being the EVER Enemy to 
pe Devil's Kingdom, as that which plucks bis Vaſſals 
ut of the ery Jaws of Hell, no wonder that he ral- 
ied, all his Force againſt Mr. Bunyan; for he having 
reached the Goſpel about Five Years, was apprehended 
of bit a Meeting, and carried before a juſtice of Peace, who 
ht tommitted him to Priſon, refuſing. Security for bis 

lay | appearing 


he Man, and therefore I could not but ſet it down as 


| 3 1 
appearing at the next Seſſions; his Reaſon for it being Exc 


becauſe his Securety would not conſent to being buunQod ch 
up that he ſhould Preach no more to the People. God 


At the Sefſjons he was indicted for an Upholder ar 
Maintainer of Unlawful Aſſemblies and Conventicle 
and for not conforming to the Church of England. M 
Bunyan was a Man of a free and open Spirit, and wou 
not diſſemble to {ave himſelf, .eſpecially in his Maſter 
Cauſe, and therefore frankly owned his being at a Mee 
ing, and Preaching to the People; and that he was 
Diſſenter from the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, acknowledgin 
(as the Apoſtle. Paul had done before him) That aft 

the Way which they called Hereſy,” ſo worſhiped he the Gl 
of his Fathers, 'The Juſtices took this open and plai \ 
Dealing with them, for a Confeſſion of the Indictmen 
and ſentenced him to perpetual Baniſhment, becauſe} 
refuſed to conform, in Parſuance of an Act made by d Henel: 
then Parliament. Upon which he was again committe 
to Priſon, where, tho' his Sentence of 'Baniſhment u 
never executed upon him, yet he was kept in Priſon { 
Twelve Years together, bearing that tedious Impriſoſftich n 
ment in an uncomfortable and cloſe Priſon, and ſom Priſor 
times under cruel and oppreſſive -Goalers, with thFt the | 
Chriſtian Patience and Preſence of * as . Bible, 

M.iniſter of Jeſus Chiiſt, ſonm 


It was by making him a Viſit in Priſon, that 1 fi das 


ſaw him, and became acquainted with him; and I mu ads 8 
_ profeſs, I could not but !ook upon kim to be a Man « erat 


„ 4 
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veing n excellent Spirit, zealous for his Maſter's Honour, 
bound chearful'y commiting all his own Conceraments un- 
p God's Diſpoſal. When | was there, there was above 
wee Score Diſſenters beſides himſelf taken but a 


er Ele before, at a Religious Meeting at Kai/ve in the 


iticle 


N g Miniſters, to wit, Mr. Vheeler, and Mr. Dun; (both 
oy: ery well known in Bedfordſbire, tho' long fince with 
ba Pod) by which Means the Priſon was very much croud- 

. Yet in the midſt of all that Hurry, which ſo ma- 
New. commers occaſioned, I have beard Mr. Bunyan, 
th Prezch and Pray with that mighty Spirit of Faith, 
d Plethory of Divine Aſliſtance, that has made me 
my and wonder. 
| plai % | 
men] Nor did he, while be was in Priſon, ſpend bis Time 
zaſeÞa ſupine and careleſs Manner, or eat the Bread of 
by! 
We ands have miniftered to his, and to his Families Neceſ- 
nt wies, making many Hundred Groſs of long Tagged 
ſon read Laces, to fill up the Vacancies of his Time, 
priſoſſtich ne had learned for that Purpoſe, while he had been 
| fom@Priſon. There alſo I ſurveyed his Library, the lealt and 
h thiſt the beft that ever I ſaw, conſilling only of two Books, 
-ame Bible, and the Book of Martyrs. And during bis Im- 
ſonment (fince J have ſpoke of his Library) he writ 
eral excellent and uſeful Treatiſes; particularly, The 


[ þ 5 City ; Chriſtian Behawiour ; The Reſurrection of. the 


hs Pera others. 


ounty of Bedford; beſides two emenent, Diſſent- 


lenels; for there I have been Witneſs that his own 


.d; and Grace abounding #5 the chief of Sinners; With | 
But 
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But notwithſtanding all this, he found he was a Ma pak 
compaſſed with Infirmities, and that a Concernment foff bling 
his poor Wife and Children, would now and then Mit, a 
' thruſting in, the Parting from whom, would be to hid And 
like the pulling off the Fleſh from the Bones; for he wi he n 


both a loving and tender Huſband, and an indulgenthem 
Father, perhaps ſomewhat to a Fault; and the mai Wan 


Miſeries, Hardſhips and Wants that this poor Fami his R 
was like to meet withal, if he ſhould: be taken froſſ ſence 
them, would often come to his Mind, eſpecially M nent 
Daughter, who was blind, which lay nearer his Hen xx, 
than all the reſt: And the Thoughts of her indurit ances 
Hardſhip, would at-ſome times be almoſt ready to breaſ, qa, 
his Heart: But he found God gracious to him, even pow x 
this Particular alſo, greatly ſupporting him, by the Arm). 
two Scrptures, Fer. xxxix. 11. xlix. 11. out t. 


After this bleſſed Man had ſuffered Twelve Veideſire 
Impriſonment, for the Teſtimony of a good Conſcienq; to, he 
and ſtopt the Mouths of his greateſt Enemies, by in the 
holy, harmleſs, and inofenſive Converſation, it pleaſſa Del! 
God to ſlir up the Heart of Dr. Barlow, Biſhop of IAbut n 

# coln, to be a Means of his Deliverance ; which I my He 
} tion do this Biſhop's Honour. great 
| After bis being at Liberty, he made it a great Pan when 
his Buſineſs, to viſit the Saints of God abroad, pa ng 
| his Chriſtian Acknowledgments to them, , eſpecially i it 
. /whoſe Hearts God had drawn forth to ſupport him un k ere { 
© his Sufferings, Preaching the Goſpel wherever he cif © lect 
and exhorting all, not to be afraid nor aſhamed In h 


3 


— 
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a Ma taking up the Croſs of Chriſt, or to for/ale the ARG. 
ent foff bling of themſelves together. tho' the Laws were againſt 


hen Mit, as 4rowing that God ought to be obeyed before man. 


if And for ſuch as were under Sufferings upon that Score, 
he made it his particular /Care to vifit, and to ſupport 
them both externally and internaly; according to their 
Wants, and his utmoſt Ability, And God ſo bleſſed 
bis Miniſtry, and accompanied it with his ſpecial Pre- 
n frofſence, that many Souls were brought to the Acknonvledg- 
Ily Men of the Faith, as it is in Jeſus, 


Heng He would frequently Io, back upon former Deliver- * 


durit ances, and bleſſed God; of which ſome were exceeding 
o brel;emarkable, and none more ſo, than that which I am 
even no going to relate. Being a Soldier in the Parliament's 
y the Army, at the Seige of Leiceſter, in 1645, he was drawn 

out to ſtand Centinel, but another Soldier voluntarily 
Veil deſired to go in his room; which Mr Banyan conſented 


Ito, he went; and, as he ſtood Centinel there, was ſhot 
Fin the Head with a Muſket Bullet, and died. This was 


but never without Thankſgiving to God. 


He was a Man of a pireceing Judgment, and had a 
great Infight into Things; as appeared in the late Reign, 
t Pan when Liberty of Conſcience was ſo unexpectedly given by 
| paji ing James, II, to Diſſenters of all Perſuaſions. He 


ally it 


he ci erlecutions that had ſo long lain ſo heavely upon them. 


amed In his Family he kept up a * and conſtant Courſe 
W of 


N 


0 „ 


N Deliverance that Mr. Bunyan would often mention, 


law it was not out of Kindneſs to Diſſenters, that they 
im un ere ſo ſuddenly ſet at Liberty, and freed from the hard 


Ile had the Bleſſing that 4par prayed for, Neither Po 


: taken with exceſſive Rains, and coming to his Lodging 
very wet, (which was at Mr. Stradaock's, a Grocer, 


dillolved, that he might be with Chriſt ; /ooking upe 


ing Frame of Spirit, after a Sickne/s of Ten Days, | 
breathed out his Soyl into. the Hands of his Bleſſed N 
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of Prayer, Reading and Exhortation; inſtructing his Chil 
dren; and exhorting them to walk in the ways of God 


cyerty nor Riches; But God always gave him Food conve 
nient. I once told him of a Gentleman in London, 
wealthy Citizen, that would take his Son Jo/eph Ap 
prentice without Money, which might be a great Mean 
to advance him: but he replied to me, God did, 


bim to advance his Family, but to preach thefear 


The laſt Act of his Life was a Labourng 
Charity: For a young Gentleman, who was 
Neighbour, having fallen into the Diſpleaſure of b his Fa 
ther, he defired Mr, Bunyan to be the Inſtrument of mi 
king up the Breach, which he both undertook, and haf 
pily· effected. But in his Return to London, being owe 


the Star upon Srow- Hill he fell fick of a violent Fev 
which he bore with much Conſtancy and Patience, . 


ſigned himſelf up to the Will of God, and deſiring to 


Life as a Delay of that Bleſſedneſs which his Soul w 
aſpiring to, and thirſting after: And in this boly lon 


deemer, following his happy Pilgrim from the City 
\De/irudien to, the Heavenly r 


